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Gene Rogers received his B.A. and M.A. from Pepperdine 

University in Los Angeles, CA. For over fifty years he was 

the pastor and teacher of  

Normandie Avenue Christian Church in Gardena, CA. 

During the last few years of his life, Gene had passion for 

developing leaders in his home congregation and in 

Chile, South America.  He wrote several books, booklets, 

and had many articles published.  This book is one of the 

many he wrote. Gene went to be with the Lord in 

December of 2000. He left behind his wife Alice, two 

daughters and five grandchildren. 



I was fortunate to do my Internship in my last year of 

college with Gene. He became my mentor and my 

spiritual father.  I learned so much from him.  You can 

too  through these valuable books he wrote that will 

help us to live in the light. 



I am grateful to Alice Rogers for giving me permission to 

reprint this book.  Gene had a powerful ministry for 

many decades and his work is continuing in these books. 
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   PREFACE; By Gene Rogers 

I   g r e w   u p   k n o w i n g   v e r y   l i t t l e   a b o u t   J e s u s .   A s   f a r  

a s   I   k n e w   t h e r e   h a d   n e v e r   b e e n   a n y o n e   i n   m y  

f a m i l y   w h o   h a d   e v e r   b e e n   a   C h r i s t i a n .   W h a t   l i t t l e   I  

c a m e   t o   k n o w   a b o u t   J e s u s   g r o w i n g   u p   I   l e a r n e d  

f r o m   a   f e w   v i s i t s   t o   S u n d a y   S c h o o l   a n d   f r o m  

h e a r i n g   p e o p l e   t a l k   a b o u t   h i m   i n   t h e   m e d i a   a n d   i n  

g e n e r a l   c o n v e r s a t i o n s . 

W h e n   I   w a s   t w e n t y   y e a r s   o l d   a   f r i e n d   f r o m  

j u n i o r   h i g h   s c h o o l   d a y s   c a m e   t o   s e e   m e   a n d  

e n c o u r a g e d   m e   t o   j o i n   h i m   i n   a t t e n d i n g   c o l l e g e . 

H e   s a i d   t h e   g o v e r n m e n t   w o u l d   p a y   f o r   e v e r y t h i n g  

a n d   a s s u r e d   m e   t h a t   a l l   w e ' d   h a v e   t o   d o   w o u l d   b e  

t o   a t t e n d   a   f e w   c l a s s e s   a n d   s p e n d   t h e   r e s t   o f   o u r  

t i m e   g o i n g   t o   s p o r t s   e v e n t s   w i t h   p r e t t y   g i r l s .   H e  

s a i d   t h a t   b e c a u s e   w e   w e r e   v e t e r n s   t h e   g o v e r n m e n t  

w o u l d   n o t   o n l y   p a y   a l l   t h e   b i l l s ,   b u t   w o u l d   e v e n  

g i v e   u s   s p e n d i n g   m o n e y   e a c h   m o n t h .   T h a t   s o u n d e d  

l i k e   a   g r e a t   i d e a   t o   m e .   S o   I   j o i n e d   m y   f r i e n d   a n d  

e n r o l l e d   i n   c o l l e g e . 

I   d i d n ' t   k n o w   i t ,   b u t   t h e   c o l l e g e   I   e n r o l l e d   i n  

w a s   a   C h r i s t i a n   c o l l e g e   w h i c h   r e q u i r e d   a l l  

f r e s h m a n   t o   t a k e   a   t w o   s e m e s t e r   c o u r s e   c a l l e d  

" S u r v e y   o f   t h e   B i b l e . "   T h e   f a l l   c l a s s   w as   o n   t h e   O l d  

T e s t a m e n t .   I   t h o u g h t   t h e   s t o r i e s   w e r e   i n t e r e s t i n g , 

b u t   t h e y   d i d n ' t   d o   m u c h   f o r   m e .   I n   t h e   s p r i n g   t h e  

c l a s s   w a s   s u p p o s e d   t o   b e   a n   o v e r v i e w   o f   t h e   e n t i r e  

N e w   T e a t a m e n t .   B u t   f o r   s o m e   r e a s o n   t h e   p r o f e s s o r  

s p e n t   t h e   w h o l e   t i m e   i n   M a t t h e w ,   M a r k ,   L u k e ,   a n d  

J o h n   g o i n g   o v e r   t h e   l i f e   a n d   m i n i s t r y   o f   J e s u s . 

I   w e n t   t h r o u g h   a n   e n t i r e   s e m e s t e r   h e a r i n g   a b o u t  

J e s u s   t h r e e   h o u r s   a   w e e k   f r o m   t h e   p r o f e s s o r ,   a n d  

r e a d i n g   a b o u t   h i m   b e t w e e n   c l a s s e s   s o   t h a t   I   c o u l d  

p a s s   t h e   c o u r s e   a n d   s t a y   i n   t h e   c o l l e g e . 

T h e   m o r e   I   r e a d   a n d   h e a r d   a b o u t   J e s u s ,   t h e   m o r e   I  

f o u n d   m y s e l f   b e c o m i n g   c a p t i v a t e d   b y   h i m .   O n e   d a y  

a s   I   w a s   r e a d i n g , 

I   c a m e   u p o n   M a t t h e w   2 2 : 1 5 - 2 2   w h i c h   t o l d   a b o u t  

h o w   t h e   e n e m i e s   o f   J e s u s   t r i e d   t o   e n t r a p   h i m   w i t h  

a n   i m p o s s i b l e   q u e s t i o n .   T h e y   w a n t e d   t o   k n o w   i f   i t  

w a s   r i g h t   t o   p a y   t a x e s   t o   C a e s a r   o r   n o t ?   I   c o u l d  

s e e   t h a t   i f   h e   h a d   a n s w e r e d   " Y e s , "   t h e   J e w s   w o u l d  

h a v e   s t o n e d   h i m   t o   d e a t h .   A n d   h a d   h e   a n s w e r e d  

" N o , "   t h e y   w o u l d   h a v e   r e p o r t e d   h i m   t o   t h e   R o m a n s  

a s   a   s e d i t i o n i s t .   H e   s e e m e d   t o   h a v e   b e e n   c a u g h t  

b e t w e e n   t h e   p r o v e r b i a l   r o c k   a n d   a   h a r d   p l a c e .   H o w  

c o u l d   h e   a n s w e r   w i t h o u t   g e t t i n g   i n t o   d e e p  

t r o u b l e ?   W h a t   c o u l d   h e   d o ?   H e   a s k e d   f o r   a   R o m a n  

c o i n .   T h e y   b r o u g h t   h i m   a   d e n a r i u s ,   a n d   h e   a s k e d , 

" W h o s e   p o r t r a i t   i s   t h i s ?   A n d   w h o s e   i n s c r i p t i o n ? " 

" C a e s a r ' s , "   t h e y   r e p l i e d .   T h e n   h e   s a i d   t o   t h e m , 

" G i v e   t o   C a e s a r   w h a t   i s   C a e s a r ' s ,   a n d   t o   G o d   w h a t  

i s   G o d ' s . " 

T h e   d a y   I   r e a d   t h a t   I   b e c a m e   f u l l y   c o n v i n c e d  

t h a t   J e s u s   w a s   e v e r y t h i n g   h e   c l a i m e d   t o   b e .   A n d   I  

s a i d ,   " J e s u s ,   I   b e l i e v e   y o u   a r e   e v e r y t h i n g   y o u   s a y  

y o u   a r e   i n   t h i s   w o r d ,   a n d   I   s u r r e n d e r   m y   a l l   t o  

y o u .   I ' l l   f o l l o w   y o u   t h e   r e s t   o f   m y   l i f e   a s   l o n g   a s  

y o u   g i v e   m e   s t r e n g t h   t o   d o   s o . "   H e   i m m e d i a te l y  

l e d   m e   t o   b e c o m e   a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   h i s   p e o p l e   a n d  

t o   b e   b a p t i z e d   i n   w i t n e s s   t o   m y   n e w f o u n d   f a i t h .   S o  

I   b e c a m e   a   C h r i s t i a n . 

I   b e c a m e   a   C h r i s t i a n   b y   c a r e f u l l y   c o n s i d e r i n g  

t h e   N e w   T e s t a m e n t   s t o r y   a b o u t   J e s u s .   T h a t   l e d   m e  

t o   f a l l   i n   l o v e   w i t h   h i m   a n d   s u r r e n de r   m y   l i f e   t o  

h i m   i n   w h o l e h e a r t e d   c o m m i t m e n t . 

S h o r t l y   t h e r e a f t e r   I   d e c i d e d   t o   s p e n d   m y   l i f e  

t e l l i n g   o t h e r s   a b o u t   h i m   a n d   t h e   w o n d e r   o f   h i s  

p e r s o n .   R e c e n t l y   I   w a s   l e d   t o   j o t   d o w n   s o m e   o f   t h e  

t h i n g s   I   h a v e   b e e n   t e a c h i n g   a b o u t   J e s u s  

o v e r   t h e   y e a r s .   T h o s e   j o t t i n g s   h a v e   t u r n e d   i n t o  

t h i s   b o o k .   I   h o p e   y o u   w i l l   r e a d   i t   a n d   t h a t   i t   w i l l  

h e l p   y o u   b e c o m e   a s   e n t h r a l l e d   w i t h   J e s u s   a s   I  

b e c a m e   w h e n   I   f i r s t   h e a r d   a b o u t   h i m   a s   a   y o u n g  

c o l l e g e   s t u d e n t . 
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     JESUS 

First  century  people had difficulty recognizing Jesus for 

who  he  was.  It  was  not  entirely  due  to  their  spiritual  blindness. 

There was much about him that was quite different. Had he been 

ordinary,  there  would  have  been  no  redemptive  value  in  his 

coming.  If  he  had  been  just  l i k e   u s ,   h e   would  have  been 

incapable  of  delivering  us  from  our  problems  and  sins.  Had  he 

been a carbon copy of us, he could not serve as an example of a 

superior life. Surely he had to be different in order to accomplish 

all that he came to do for us. And he definitely was. 

Jesus  was  not  a  plain,  run-of-the-mil ,  ordinary  person.  He 

didn't  fall  into  neatly  prearranged  categories.  He  wasn't  an 

assembly  l i n e   product-  just  one  more,  another  pressed  out  of 

the mold. 

He defied definition. He was beyond categorizing. So much so 

that he appeared to be a stranger in his own world. As one song 

has  it,  he  was  "The  Stranger  Of  Galilee."  By  ordinary  human 

standards, both his life and message were uniquely different. Let's 

consider some ways in which they were. 


His Unique Beginning 

To begin with, Jesus had an extraordinary beginning. He was 

conceived in a young virgin girl by God himself. No such thing had 

ever  happened  before  or  has  happened  since.  He  was  born  in  a 

stable  to  a  poor  couple  from  an  obscure  town  of  a  little  known 

province. A chorus of angels sang at his birth and men near and 

far were summoned by God to his birthplace through some very 

unusual means. They made haste, came and worshiped him. 

He grew up as the oldest son in a family of four brothers and 

several sisters. In time he assumed the responsibility for their care 

by working as a carpenter for most of his adult years. 


 His Unusual Life 

Second, the life of Jesus was very unusual. With such a great 

work to do he only lived thirty-three years. And only three were 

spent ministering to those outside his own family circle. For those 

three  years  he  "went  about  doing  good"  and  calling  men  to 

repent  and  enter  a  strange  new  kingdom  which  he  called  "the 

kingdom of heaven" or "kingdom of God." 

Al  he ever owned was the robe and sandals that he wore. He 

never  obtained  any  real  estate,  and  he  had  no  financial 

investments  or  retirement  plan.  He  said,  "Foxes  have  holes  and 

birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay 

his head." 

He  wasn't  very  religious  by  the  standards  of  his  day.  As  a 

matter  of  fact,  he  appeared  to  be  irreligious.  He  did  “il egal 

things"  on  religious  days.  He  violated  long  standing  religious 

customs. He contended against religious leaders and even called 

them names. He ran around with the wrong crowd. He spent time 

with  religious  and  social  misfits,  and  ignorant  and  common 

people.  He  even  attended  parties  hosted  by  notorious  social 
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outcasts. 

Though he came to be a king and set up a new kingdom, he 

refused an earthly crown. And in a day when political connections 

and  expertise  determined  most  things,  he  was  politically 

incorrect.  He  continually  spoke  of  a  kingdom  that  would 

supersede all others, and solicited citizens for it. 

During  his  three  year  ministry  he  did  some  very  unusual 

things.  He  walked  on  water,  healed  incurable  diseases,  restored 

sight to the blind, and even raised the dead. 

His Thought And Message Were Different 

In the third place, his thought and message were different. He 

taught some things that were hard to understand and accept. He 

declared, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself 

and  take  up  his  cross  daily  and  fol ow  me."  He  said,  "Whoever 

wants to save his life wil  lose it, but whoever loses his life for me 

wil   save  it."  He  asked,  "What  good  is  it  for  a  man  to  gain  the 

whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self?" He warned, "If 

anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his 

wife and children, his brothers and sisters yes, even his own life - 

he cannot be my disciple." He stated that, "A man's life does not 

consist  in  the  abundance  of  his  possessions."  He  taught  that, 

"Man does not Iive on bread alone, but on every word that comes 

from  the  mouth  of  God."  He  said,  "You  have  heard  that  it  was 

said, 'An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth,' but I tel  you, do 

not  resist  an  evil  person.  If  someone  strikes  you  on  the  right 

cheek,  turn  to  him  the  other  also."  He  warned,  "If  your  hand 

causes  you  to  sin,  cut  it  off.  It  is  better  for  you  to  enter  life 

maimed  than  with  two  hands  to  go  into  hel ...and  if  your  eye 

causes  you  to  sin,  pluck  it  out.  It  is  better  for  you  to  enter  the 

kingdom  of  God  with  one  eye,  than  to  have  two  eyes  and  be 

thrown into hel ..." He said, "It is easier for a camel to go through 

the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 

God." 


 His Claims Were Astonishing 

In  the  fourth  place,  his  claims  were  astonishing.  In  one 

discourse he said that he was greater than the temple, Jonah, or 

Solomon which was to say that he was greater than the seat of all 

true worship where the very presence of God dwelt; greater than 

the  most  successful  prophet  of  all  time  (Jonah's  preaching 

converted  Nineveh,  a  city  of  100,000  people);  and  greater  than 

the wisest man that had ever lived. 

He said he had lived before Abraham who was 2,000 years his 

senior."  He  claimed  that  he  and  God  were  one."  He  took  upon 

himself  the  very  name  of  "Jehovah  God"  five  times  in  John's 

Gospel  where,he  is  quoted  as  saying,  "I  am  who  I  am,"  (Which 

means  "Jehovah  God").  He  claimed  for  himself  the  attributes  of 

God  when  in  the  seven  "I  Ams"  of  John's  Gospel  he  claimed  to 

meet all of man's needs as only God could. 

Unlike  any  religious  leaders  of  his  day,  he  spoke  in  his  own 

name and by his own authority. He asked people to believe in him 

and do what he said. He revised the religious law of the day. He 

even forgave sin. 

 His Spiritual Life Was Unique 

In  the  fifth  place,  his  spiritual  life  was  unique.  As  you  would 

expect  of  a  moral  or  religious  leader,  he  was  humble,  gentle, 

unassuming, a servant of all - he even washed his disciples' feet. 

He was different. Not even his enemies could convict him of sin 

even though he challenged them to do so. There is no record of 

his ever confessing sin or asking for forgiveness for any wrong. He 

never prayed for deeper commitment or greater consecration. 


 He Had A Strange Ending 

And  finally,  he  had  a  strange  ending.  One  day  he  was  being 

welcomed with great fanfare into the city of Jerusalem as a king of 

peace.  The very next day crowds jeered him and called for his life 

which  was  soon  taken  in  crucifixion  and  he  died  as  a  common 

felon criminal. 

He  was  betrayed  by  one  of  his  own  disciples,  tried  il egally   

and unjustly by his spiritual leaders, beaten undeservedly by the 

military  authorities,  sentenced  to  death  without  cause  by  the 

leading magistrate of the area, and put to death unmerciful y for 

no legal or legitimate reason. 

But  the  strangest  thing  of  all  was  that  death  could  not  hold 

him. He rose from the dead on the third day after being crucified 

and  left  in  a  tomb.    His  grave  wrappings  were  found  in  perfect 

c o n c e n t r i c   o r d e r   i n   t h e   p l a c e   w h e r e   his body had been 

l a i d . 


Men Were Baffled By Him 

Is it any wonder that the people of Jesus' day were baffled by 

him?  At  Nazareth  they  asked,  "Is  this  not  the  carpenter?"  At 

Capernaum  they  wondered  about  him.  On  the  hil sides  and 

lakeshore  of  Galilee  they  marveled  at  him.  At  Jerusalem  they 

argued  about  him.  On  the  open  sea  they  whispered,  "What 

manner of man is this?" His enemies questioned and accused. He 

was hard to label, harder yet to classify, explain, or ignore. He just 

didn't seem to belong. 

 He Is Still "The Stranger Of Galilee" 

After  twenty  centuries  of  having  disciples  write  books  about 

him  and  his  message,  perform  mighty  deeds  as  a  result  of  his 

inspiration,  and  traverse  the  world  preaching  about  him,  you 

would  think  that  he  would  be  the  best  known  figure  of  the 

twentieth  century.  He  isn't.  For  the  most  part  he  stil   remains 

what Bruce Barton calls, "The Man Nobody Knows."  

Through twenty centuries he has been lost  in inaccurate and 

obscuring art; lost  in philosophies about him which have sought 

to explain him, but all too often have explained him away; lost in 

creeds  and  dogmas  which  have  only  crystal ized  and  stagnated 

him; lost  in  the  divisions  of  denominationalism  which  have 

carved  him  up  and  served  him  in  slices; lost  which  on  the  one 

hand  has  sought  to  other  has  made  him  a  formula.  He  and  his 

message have been lost in such  distortion and obscurity that by 

and large this generation doesn’t even know him. He is in need of 

being rediscovered. 
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He is not content to remain a stranger. He calls his witnesses, 

sends  his  Spirit,  and  seeks  to  rally  his  church  in  an  attempt  to 

make himself known. And whenever a person is willing, they can 

come to know him. 
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       HIS COMING 



The c o m i n g   o f   J e s u s   i n t o   t h i s   w o r l d   i s   a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h   m a n y   w o n d e r s .   I t   i s   u n l i k e   t h a t   o f   a n y o n e  

e l s e .   P e o p l e   h a v e   b e e n   m a r v e l i n g   o v e r   i t   f o r  

a l m o s t   t w e n t y   c e n t u r i e s .   T h o u g h   t h e   s t o r y   h a s  

b e e n   t o l d   a n d   r e t o l d ,   i t   m i g h t   h e l p   u s   t o   k n o w   a n d  

a p p r e c i a t e   h i m   m o r e   if   w e   c o n s i d e r   s o m e   o f   t h e  

w o n d e r s   a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   i t .   S o m e   w i l l   b e   f a m i l i a r , 

p e r h a p s   s o m e   w i l l   n o t .   L e t ' s   c o n s i d e r   s e v e n . 

 It Is A Wonder That He Came At All 

J e s u s   p r e - e x i s t e d   w i t h   G o d   i n   eternity  and  h e l p e d  

p l a n   a l l   t h a t   h e   w o u l d   d o   f o r   m a n   w h e n   h e   c a m e . 

H e   t h e r e f o r e   k n e w   a h e a d   o f   t i m e   h o w   h e   w o u l d   b e  

r e c e i v e d   a n d   t h e   a w f u l   t h i n g s   m e n   w o u l d   d o   t o  

h i m   w h e n   h e   c a m e .   H e   w a s   n o t   u n a w a r e   o f   m a n ' s  

e n m i t v   t o w a r d   G o d .   H e   h a d   s e e n   w h a t   t h e y   h a d  

d o n e   t o   h i s   p r o p h e t s .   H e   k n e w   t h a t   t h e   r e l i g i o u s  

l e a d e r s   o f   h i s   d a y   w o u l d   r e c e i v e  him no d i f f e r e n t l y . 

H e   k n e w   t h a t   h e   w o u l d   b e   d e s p i s e d   a n d   r e j e c t e d . 

H e   k n e w   t h a t   e v e n   h i s   o w n   p e o p l e ,   t h e   J e w s , 

w o u l d   r e j e c t   h i m .   H  k n e w   t h a t   h e   w o u l d   e n d   u p  

b e i n g   b e a t e n   n e a r l y   t o   d e a t h   a n d   t h e n   e x e c u t e d   i n  

t h e   m o s t   p a i n f u l   w a y   k n o w n   t o   m a n ;   d e a t h   o n   a  

c r o s s . 

K n o w i n g   a l l   t h i s ,   i t   i s   a   w o n d e r   t h a t   h e   c a m e .   I f  

h e   h a d   b e e n   a n y t h i n g   l e s s   t h a n   l o v e   d i v i n e   h e  

m i g h t   h a v e   s a i d   t o   t h e   F a t h e r ,   " I   p a s s !   L e t   t h e m   a l l  

g o   t o   h e l l .   T h e y   d e s e r v e   i t . " 




He Perfectly Fulfilled All Prophecy 

T h e   w o n d e r   o f   J e s u s '   c o m i n g   i s   t h a t   h e   f u l f i l l e d  

s o   m a n y   p r o p h e c i e s   m a d e   a b o u t   h i m   c e n t u r i e s  

b e f o r e   h e   c a m e .   S o m e   w e r e   m a d e   4 0 0   y e a r s   b e f o r e  

h e   w a s   b o r n ;   b u t   m o s t   w e r e   m a d e   m o r e   t h a n   7 0 0  

y e a r s   b e f o r e . 

A   g o o d   n u m b e r   o f   t h e s e   p r o p h ec i e s   p r e d i c t e d  

d e t a i l s   a b o u t   h i s   b i r t h .   T h e y   t o l d   h o w   h e   w o u l d - b e  

p r e c e d e d   b y   a   f o r e r u n n e r   w h o   w o u l d   p r e p a r e   t h e  

w a y   f o r   h i m .   T h e y   f o r e t o l d   t h a t   h e   w o u l d   b e   b o r n  

o f   a   v i r g i n   w h o   w o u l d   b e   f r o m   t h e   t r i b e   o f   J u d a h  

a n d   b e   a   d i r e c t   d e s c e n d e n t   o f   A b r a h a m   a n d   K i n g  

D a v i d .   H e   w o u l d   b e   b o r n   i n   B e t h l e h e m   t h e   c i t y   o f  

D a v i d   a t   w h i c h   t i m e   g i f t s   w o u l d   b e   b r o u g h t   t o   h i m . 

F o l l o w i n g   h i s   b i r t h ,   a l l   m a l e   children  in  B e t h l e h e m  

t w o   y e a r s   o l d   a n d   y o u n g e r   w o u l d   b e   k i l l e d ,   b u t   h e  

w o u l d   e s c a p e   t o   b e c o m e   a   r e f u g e e   i n   E g y p t . 

T h e r e   w e r e   p r o p h e c i e s   p r e d i c t i n g   a l m o s t   e v e r y  

o t h e r   d e t a i l   o f   h i s   l i f e   a n d   m i n i s t r y .   T h e   g o s p e l   o f  

M a t t h e w   i s   d e v o t e d   t o   l i s t i n g   m o s t   o f   t h e m .   I n  
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f a c t ,   t h e   p h r a s e   " t o   f u l f i l l   w h a t   w a s   s a i d   t h r o u g h  

t h e   p r o p h e t , "   i s   r e p e a t e d   o v e r   1 6   t i m e s   i n   t h i s  

g o s p e l   a s   i t   r e f e r s   t o   p r o p h e c i e s   f u l f i l l e d   b y   J e s u s . 

I f   y o u   w e r e   t o   u s e   t h e   m o d e r n   s c i e n c e   o f  

p r o b a b i l i t y   a n d   a p p l y   i t   t o   o n l y   e i g h t   p r e d i c t i o n s  

a b o u t   t h e   c o m i n g   o f   J e s u s ,   t h e   c h a n c e s   o f   a n y o n e  

f u l f i l l i n g   t h e m   w o u l d   b e   1 0 ,   o r   o n e   q u i n t i l l i o n .   T h e  

c h a n c e s   t h a t   a n y o n e   c o u l d   h a v e   f u l f i l l e d   4 8   o u t   o f  

t h e   3 0 0   w o u l d   b e   1 0   t o   t h e   1 5 7   p o w e r . 



His Coming Was "At the Right Time" 

O n e   o f   t h e   w o n d e r s   o f   J e s u s '   c o m i n g   w a s   t h a t   i t  

w a s   " a t   t h e   r i g h t   t i m e "   i n   h i s t o r y .   W i t h   t h e  

p a s s i n g   o f   t w e n t y   c e n t u r i e s   i t   i s   e a s y   t o   l o o k   b a c k  

a n d   s e e   t h a t .   T h e r e   c o u l d   h a v e   b e e n   n o   b e t t e r  

t i m e   i n   h i s t o r y   f o r   J e s u s   t o   h a v e   c o m e   t h a n   w h e n  

h e   d i d .   M a n ' s   r e c o g n i t i o n   o f   h i s   s p i r i t u a l   p o v e r t y  

w a s   a s   g r e a t   a s   i t   h a d   e v e r   b e e n .   G r e e k   w a s   t h e  

u n i v e r s a l   l a n g u a g e   o f   t h e   d a y   w h i c h   m a d e   i t   e a s y  

f o r   h i s   m e s s a g e   t o   b e   t r a n s m i t t e d .   T h e r e   w a s   a  

n e t w o r k   o f   f i n e   R o m a n   r o a d s   t o   t a k e   h i s  

m e s s e n g e r s   a n y w h e r e   t h e y   w a n t e d   t o   g o.   R o m a n  

p e a c e   g u a r a n t e e d   p e o p l e ' s   s a f e t y   w h e r e v e r   t h e y  

t r a v e l e d .   U n i v e r s a l   R o m a n   c i t i z e n s h i p   o p e n e d   t h e  

w o r l d   t o   t r a v e l .   B e c a u s e   J e w s   h a d   b e e n   d i s p e r s e d  

a l l   o v e r   t h e   w o r l d ,   t h e r e   w e r e   J e w i s h   s y n o g o g u e s  

i n   m o s t   e v e r y   c i t y   t o   s e r v e   a s   a   b a s e   f o r   p r e a c h i n g  

t h e   m e s s a g e   o f   J e s u s . 



Wonder of Wonders, Jesus Was Born Of a Virgin 

O n e   o f   t h e .   g r e a t   w o n d e r s   o f   J e s u s '   c o m i n g   w a s  

t h a t   h e   w a s   m i r a c u l o u s l y   c o n c e i v e d   b y   t h e   H o l y  

S p i r i t   o f   G o d   i n   t h e   w o m b   o f   a   y o u n g   H e b r e w  

v i r g i n .   H e   e n t e r e d   t h e   w o r l d   a s   n o   o n e   e v e r   h a d , 

o r   e v e r   w o u l d .   H i s   l i f e   b e g a n   a n d   c o n c l u d e d   w i t h   a  

g r e a t   m i r a c l e :   h e   w a s   b o r n   o f   a   v i r g i n   a n d   w a s  

r e s u r r e c t e d   f r o m   t h e   d e a d .   C o n c e i v e d   b y   G o d   a n d  

b o r n   o f   w o m a n   h e   w a s   a   G o d - m a n .   H e   w a s   f u l l y  

G o d   a n d   f u l l y   m a n .   B e i n g   G o d   h e   w a s   a b l e   t o   s h o w  

u s   G o d   a s   h e   r e a l l y   i s ,   a n d   b e i n g   p e r f e c t   m a n   h e  

w a s   a b l e   t o   s h o w   u s   m a n   a s   m a n   w a s   m e a n t   t o   b e . 

B e i n g   c o n c e i v e d   o f   G o d ,   h e   w a s   f r e e d   f r o m   t h e  

c u r s e   o f   m a n ' s   f a l l e n   n a t u r e   a n d   t h e r e f o r e   n e v e r  

s i n n e d .   T h i s   f r e e d   h i m   f r o m   s i n ' s   c o n s e q u e n c e   o f  

d e a t h   a n d   e n a b l e d   h i m   t o   d i e   f o r   t h e   s i n s   o f  

m a n k i n d . 



He Was Born In Poverty and Grew Up in Obscurity 

H e   w a s   b o r n   i n   p o v e r t y   a n d ,   g r e w   u p   i n  

o b s c u r i t y   i n   a   s m a l l ,   u n k n o w n   t o w n   o f   p o o r  

p a r e n t s .   H e   w a s ,   r a i s e d   i n   n e a r   p o v e r t y   w i t h   f o u r  

b r o t h e r s   a n d   s e v e r a l   s i s t e r s .   H e   n e v e r   o w n e d   a n y  

r e a l   e s t a t e .   H e   n e v e r   h e l d   a   p o s i t i o n   o f   p o w e r   o r  

p r e s t i g e .   W h e n   h e   c a m e   t o   h i s   d e a t h ,   t h e   o n l y  

t h i n g   h e   p o s s e s s e d   w a s   t h e   r o b e   o n   h i s   b a c k .   H e  

w a s   a   k i n g ,   b u t   n o t   o f   t h i s   w o r l d . 


He Was an Unwanted Savior 

A l t h o u g h   Jesus  c a m e   t o   b e   t h e   S a v i o r   o f   h i s  

p e o p l e ,   h e   w a s   n o t   t h e   k i n d   o f   S a v i o r   t h e y  

e x p e c t e d   o r   w a n t e d .   H e   c a m e   t o   b e   a   s p i r i t u a l  

S a v i o r ,   b u t   t h e y   w a n t e d   a   p o l i t i c a l   s a v i o r .   T h e y  

w a n t e d   s o m e o n e   t o   d e l i v e r   t h e m   f r o m   R o m a n  

t y r a n n y   a n d   r e s t o r e   t o   t h e m   t h e   p o w e r   a n d   g l o r y 

t h e y   h a d   k n o w n   w h e n   S o l o m o n   r e i g n e d   a s   k i n g .   S o  

J e s u s   w a s   a   t e r r i b l e   d i s a p p o i n t m e n t   t o   t h e   p e o p l e  

o f   h i s   d a y ,   a n d   e v e n   t o   h i s   o w n   d i s c i p l e s   a t   f i r s t . 

T h i n g s   h a v e n ' t   c h a n g e d   m u c h .   P e o p l e   t o d a y   s t i l l  

w a n t   a   " t h i s   w o r l d "   s a v i o r .   T h e y   w a n t   s o m e o n e  

w h o   w i l l   m a k e   t h e m   h e a l t h y ,   w e a l t h y ,   h a p p y   a n d  

s u c c e s s f u l .   T h e y ' r e   n o t   i n t e r e s t e d   i n   a   S a v i o r   w h o  

t a k e s   a w a y   s i n   a n d   r e c o n c i l e s   t h e m   t o   G o d .   I f  

J e s u s   h a d   w a i t e d   u n t i l   t o d a y   t o   c o m e ,   h e   w o u l d   b e  

r e j e c t e d   a s   q u i c k l y   a n d   c o m p l e t e l y   a s   h e   w a s   b y  

f i r s t   c e n t u r y   p e o p l e . 



Jesus: Savior of the Lonely Hearts 

S i n c e   J e s u s   e x p e r i e n c e d   r e j e c t i o n   f r o m   h i s   o w n  

p e o p l e ,   e v e n   t h o s e   f r o m   h i s   o w n   h o m e   t o w n ,   h e   i s  

a b l e   t o   e m p a t h i z e   w i t h   u s   w h e n   w e   e x p e r i e n c e  

r e j e c t i o n   a n d   l o n e l i n e s s .   A s   m e m b e r s   o f   t h e  

h u m a n   f a m i l y ,   w e   h a v e   a l l   s u f f e r e d   f r o m   t h e  

p l a g u e   o f   l o n e l i n e s s   b e c a u s e   s i n   h a s   s e p a r a t e d   u s  

f r o m   o u r   F a t h e r   G o d . 

T h e   w o n d e r   o f   J e s u s '   c o m i n g   w a s   t h a t   h e   c a m e  

t o   s e e k   u s   o u t   a n d   r e s t o r e   u s   t o   f e l l o w s h i p   w i t h  

G o d   s o   t h a t   w e   m i g h t   n e v e r   b e   a l o n e   a g a i n .   O n c e  

w e   a r e   r e c o n c i l e d   t o   t h e   F a t h e r   h e   p r o m i s e s   t o   b e  

w i t h   u s   f o r e v e r :   " N e v e r   w i l l   I   l e a v e   y o u ;   n e v e r   w i l l  

I   f o r s a k e   y o u ” 1 4   D a v i d   t h e   s h e p h e r d   b o y   k n e w   t h i s  

a n d   s a n g :     “ E v e n   t h o u g h   I   w a l k   t h r o u g h   t h e   v a l l e y  

o f   t h e   s h a d o w   o f   d e a t h   I   w i l l   f e a r   n o   e v i l ,   f o r   y o u  

a r e   w i t h   m e . " 1 5  
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J E S U S :   H I S   A M A Z I N G   L I F E  

To consider the life of a person like Jesus who 

w a s   s o   r e f r e s h i n g l y   s t r a n g e ,   s o   e x c i t i n g l y  

d i f f e r e n t ,   a n d   s o   r e v o l u t i o n a r y   i n   t h o u g h t ,   c a n  

l e a v e   y o u   w o n d e r i n g ,   " H o w   d i d   h e   l i v e   s u c h   a n  

u n u s u a l   l i f e ?   W h a t   w a s   h i s   d a i l y   l i f e   l i k e ?   W h a t  

p r i n c i p l e s   g o v e r n e d   i t ?   W h a t   m a d e   h i m   w h a t   h e  

w a s ? " 

I t   w o u l d   b e   n e x t   t o   i m p o s s i b l e   t o   l i s t   a l l   o f   t h e  

m a n y   c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s   t h a t   m a d e   h i m   w h o   h e   w a s . 

T o   t h i n k   a b o u t   a t t e m p t i n g   t o   j o t   d o w n   e v e n   a   f e w , 

b r i n g s   t o   m i n d   t h e   c h a l l e n g e   o f   t h e   c o n c l u d i n g  

w o r d s   i n   J o h n ' s   g o s p e l :   " J e s u s   d i d   m a n y   o t h e r  

t h i n g s   a s   w e l l .   I f   e v e r y   o n e   o f   t h e m   w e r e   w r i t t e n  

d o w n ,   I   s u p p o s e   t h a t   e v e n   t h e   w h o l e   world  w o u l d  

n o t   h a v e   r o o m   f o r   t h e   b o o k s   t h a t   w o u l d   b e  

w r i t t e n . " 1  

I m p o s s i b l e   a s   t h e   t a s k   m a y   b e   t o   d e t e r m i n e   a l l  

t h e   t h i n g s   t h a t   m a d e   J e s u s   t h e   p e r s o n   t h a t   h e   w a s , 

n e v e r t h e l e s s   w e   c a n   a t   l e a s t   c o n s i d e r   t e n . 




He Lived By Faith 

F o r   o n e   t h i n g ,   J e s u s   l i v e d   b y   f a i t h .   W h a t   d o e s  

t h a t   m e a n ?   I t   m e a n s   t h a t   h e   l i v e d   h i s   d a i l y   l i f e   i n  

c o n f i d e n c e   a n d   t r u s t   t h a t   i t   w a s   i n   t h e   h a n d s   o f   a  

l o v i n g   F a t h e r   w h o   w a s   l o o k i n g   o u t   f o r   h i m .   I n  

r e s p o n s e   t o   t h a t ,   h e   l i v e d   i n   c o m p l e t e   d e p e n d e n c e  

u p o n   G o d   f o r   e v e r y t h i n g   a n d   r e a d i l y   a c k n o w l e d g e d  

t h a t   a p a r t   f r o m   h i m   h e   c o u l d   d o   n o t h i n g .   H e   l i v e d  

m o v e d   a n d   h a d   h i s   b e i n g   i n   h i s   F a t h e r   G o d .   H e  

o f t e n   s a i d   s o .   F o r   e x a m p l e   h e   s a i d ,   ' I   t e l l   y o u   t h e  

t r u t h ,   t h e   S o n   c a n   d o   n o t h i n g   b y   h i m s e l f ;   h e   c a n  

d o   o n l y   w h a t   h e   s e e s   h i s   F a t h e r   d o i n g ,   b e c a u s e  

w h a t e v e r   t h e   F a t h e r   d o e s   t h e   S o n   a l s o   d o e s . "2    

A l s o ,   " B y   m y s e l f   I   c a n   d o   n o t h i n g .   .   .   " 3  

T o   s a y   t h a t   h e   l i v e d   b y   f a i t h   i s   a l s o   t o   s a y   t h a t  

h e   l i v e d   b y   c o n v i c t i o n .   H i s   l i f e   w a s   d r i v e n   b y   i t .   T o  

h a v e   f a i t h   i s   t o   h a v e   c o n v i c t i o n .   A n d   J e s u s  

c e r t a i n l y   h a d   p l e n t y   o f   i t .   H e   n e v e r   c o m p r o m i s e d  

o r   v i o l a t e d   t h e   b e l i e f s   t h a t   h e   h e l d   d e a r .   I f   h e  

h a d ,   h e   w o u l d n ' t   h a v e   e n d e d   u p   o n   a   c r o s s ,   a n d  

m a n k i n d   w o u l d n ' t   h a v e   a   S a v i o r . 



His One Aim Was to Please the Father 

J e s u s   l i v e d   o u t   h i s   l i f e   w i t h   t h e   a i m   o f   a l w a y s  

p l e a s i n g   t h e   F a t h e r .   H e   s a i d ,   " M y   f o o d   i s   t o   d o   t h e  

w i l l   o f   h i m   w h o   s e n t   m e   a n d   t o   f i n i s h   h i s   w o r k . " 4  

" T h e   o n e   w h o   s e n t   m e   i s   w i t h   me.  He   h a s   n o t   l e f t  

m e   a l o n e ,   f o r   I   a l w a y s   d o   w h a t   p l e a s e s   h i m . " 5  

F r o m   t h e   d a y s   o f   h i s   b o y h o o d   v i s i t   t o   t h e  

t e m p l e   w h e n   h e   t o l d   M a r y   a n d   J o s e p h   w h o   h a d  

b e e n   d i l i g e n t l y   s e a r c h i n g   f o r   h i m ,   " D i d   y o u   n o t  

k n o w   t h a t   I   m u s t   b e   a b o u t   M y   F a t h e r ' s   b u s i n e s s ? " 6  

U n t i l   a t   l a s t   h e   p r a y e d   i n   t h e   g a r d e n   o f  

G e t h s e m e n e ,   " n o t   m y   w i l l ,   b u t   y o u r s   b e   d o n e , "   7  

h e   l i v e d   a l w a y s   t o   p l e a s e   a n d   g l o r i f y   t h e   F a t h e r . 

 He Walked By The Power Of The Holy Spirit 

J e s u s   l i v e d   h i s   d a i l y   l i fe   b y   t h e   e n a b l i n g   p o w e r  

o f   t h e   H o l y   S p i r i t   o f   G o d .   H e   w a s   c o n c e i v e d   o f   t h e  

S p i r i t   a n d   a n o i n t e d   b y   t h e   S p i r i t   a t   h i s   b a p t i s m .   H e  

w a s   l e d   b y   t h e   S p i r i t   i n t o   t h e   w i l d e r n e s s   t o   b e  

t e s t e d   a n d   c a m e   u p   f r o m   t h e   w i l d e r n e s s   b y   t h e  

p o w e r   o f   t h e   S p i r i t   t o   b e g i n   h i s   m i n i s t r y .     H e   c a s t  

o u t   d e m o n s   b y   t h e   p o w e r   o f   t h e   S p i r i t   a n d  o f f e r e d  

h i m s e l f   u p   t o   G o d   b y   t h e   e t e r n a l   S p i r i t .   B y   t h e  

p o w e r   o f   t h e   S p i r i t   H e   w a s   r a i s e d   f r o m   t h e   d e a d . 

 He Lived By The Counsel Of Scripture 

J e s u s   l i v e d   h i s   d a i l y   l i f e   b y   t h e   c o u n s e l   a n d  

a u t h o r i t y   o f   s c r i p t u r e .   H e   m o s t   v i g o r o u s l y  

d e n o u n c e d   m a n - m a d e   t r a d i t i o n s   a n d   t h e   t a b o o s   o f  

s o c i e t y   a n d   r e l i g i o n   a n d   a p p e a l e d   t o   scripture.  H e  

w o u l d  

a s k , " H a v e  

y o u  

n e v e r  

r e a d  

i n  

t h e  

s c r i p t u r e s ? " 8     " W h a t   i s   w r i t t e n   i n   t h e   l a w ?   H o w   d o  

y o u   r e a d   i t ? '   9  

H e   c o n d e m n e d   t h e   P h a r i s e e s   s a y i n g ,   " Y o u  

n u l l i f y   t h e   w o r d   o f   G o d   b y   y o u r   t r a d i t i o n . " 1 0   H e  

r e b u k e d   t h e   S a d d u c e e s   s a y i n g .   " Y o u   a r e   i n   e r r o r  

b e c a u s e   y o u   d o   n o t   k n o w   t h e   s c r i p t u r e s . " 1 1  

H i s   r e s p o n s e   t o   t h e   D e v i l ' s   t e m p t a t i o n   t o   t u r n  

s t o n e s   i n t o   b r e a d   r e f l e c t s   t h e   w a y   h e   l i v e d   b y   t h e  

w o r d   o f   G o d .   H e   s a i d ,   " M a n   d o e s   n o t   l i v e   o n   bread 

a l o n e ,   b u t   o n   e v e r y   w o r d   t h a t   c o m e s   f r o m   t h e  

m o u t h   o f   G o d . "   1 2  



Jesus Lived In An Atmosphere Of Prayer 

J e s u s   l i v e d   h i s   d a i l y   l i f e   i n   t h e   v e r y   a t m o s p h e r e  

o f   p r a y e r .   H e   i s   s e e n   p r a y i n g   e a r l y   i n   the  m o r n i n g , 

l a t e   a t   n i g h t ,   a n d   s o m e t i m e s   a l l   t h r o u g h   t h e   night. 

13   We see that  h e   " o f t e n   w i t h d r e w   t o   l o n e l y   p l a c e s  

a n d   p r a y e d . " 1 4   E v e r y   m a j o r   d e c i s i o n   h e   m a d e   w a s  

p r e f a c e d   w i t h   p r a y e r .   F o r   e x a m p l e ,   b e f o r e  

c h o o s i n g   t h e   t w e l v e   A p o s t l e s   h e   " w e n t   o u t   i n to  t h e  

h i l l s   t o   p r a y ,   a n d   s p e n t   t h e   n i g h t   p r a y i n g   t o  

G o d . " 1 5   H e   s p o k e   t h r e e   p a r a b l e s   o n   p r a y e r   a n d  

c o n c l u d e d   " t h a t   m e n   a l w a y s   o u g h t   t o   p r a y   a n d   n o t  

l o s e   h e a r t . "   1 6     H e   a g o n i z e d   i n   p r a y e r   i n   t h e 

G a r d e n   o f   G e t h s e m e n e ,   a n d   f i n a l l y   d i e d   o n   t h e  

c r o s s   p r a y i n g . 1 7  




He Never Missed Church 

J e s u s '   l i f e   i n c l u d e d   w e e k l y   w o r s h i p   i n   t h e  

s y n o g o g u e   o n   t h e   S a b b a t h .   L u k e   o b s e r v e s   t h a t   " o n  
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t h e   s a b b a t h   d a y   h e   w e n t   i n t o   t h e   s y n o g o g u e ,   a s  

w a s   h i s   c u s t o m . " 1 8     T h i s   w a s   h i s   w a y   o f   l i f e   f r o m  

c h i l d h o o d . 

I n   h i s   w e e k l y   v i s i t   t o   t h e   s y n o g o g u e   h e   h a d  

f e l l o w s h i p   w i t h   G o d ' s   p e o p l e ,   s t u d i e d   a n d  

d i s c u s s e d   t h e   w o r d   o f   G o d   w i t h   t h e m ,   s a n g   p r a i s e s  

t o   G o d ,   p r a y e d ,   g a v e   o f f e r i n g s ,   a n d   s o u g h t   w i s e  

c o u n s e l   f r o m   t h e   s y n a g o g u e s ’   s p i r i t u a l   l e a d e r s . 



He Walked In The Joy Of The Lord 

T h o u g h   h e   i s   described  a s   " a   m a n   o f   s o r r o w s ,   a n d  

f a m i l i a r   w i t h   s u f f e r i n g , " 1 9   n e v e r t h e l e s s   h e   h a d   a n  

a b i d i n g   j o y   w i t h i n   h i m .   H e   t o l d   h i s   d i s c i p l e s   i n   t h e  

upper room,  "I  h a v e   t o l d   y o u   t h i s   s o   t h a t   m y   j o y   m a y  

b e   i n   y o u . . . "   2 0   I n   h i s   h i g h   p r i e s t l y   p r a y e r   f o r  

t h e m   h e   p r a y e d ,   " t h a t   they  [ m i g h t ]   h a v e   t h e   f u l l  

m e a s u r e   o f   [ m y ]   j o y   w i t h i n   th e m . " 2 1   H e  

c o n t i n u a l l y   c o n t e n d e d   a g a i n s t   t h e   k i l l j o y   a t t i t u d e  

o f   t h e   r e l i g i o u s   1 e a d e r s   o f   h i s   d a y   w h o  

a c c u s e d   h i m   o f   b e i n g   a   p a r t y   a n i m a l .2 2   I n   d e f e n s e  

o f   h i s   d i s c i p l e s '   e x u b e r a n t   l i f e s t y l e   h e   t o l d   t h e  

c r i t i c a l   r e l i g i o u s   l e a d e r s   o f   h i s   d a y  t h a t   l i f e   w i t h  

h i m   w a s   l i k e   b e i n g   a t   a   n e v e r   e n d i n g  

w e d d i n g   f e a s t . 2 3  

J e s u s   h a d   a   d e e p ,   i n w a r d ,   a b i d i n g   j o y   b e c a u s e  

h e   h a d   a n   u n t a r n i s h e d ,   r i g h t   r e l a t i o n s h i p   a n d  

f e l l o w s h i p   w i t h   G o d . 




He Was Controlled By Love 

J e s u s   l i v e d   o u t   h i s   l i f e   c o n t r o l l e d   a n d   d r i v e n   b y  

l o v e   w h i c h   b y   d e f i n i t i o n   m e a n s   t h a t   h e   s p e n t   h i s  

l i f e   g i v i n g   t o   o t h e r s   a n d   n o t   t a k i n g   f r o m   t h e m .   H e  

l o v e d ;   s o   h e   g a v e . 

H e   l o v e d   t h e   F a t h e r ,   s o   h e   g a v e   h im s e l f   t o  

d o i n g   h i s   w i l l . 2 4  

H e   l o v e d   h i s   d i s c i p l e s ,   s o   h e   g a v e   h i m s e l f   t o  

s e r v i n g   a n d   d e v e l o p i n g   t h e m .   2 5     H e   l o v e d   u s   a l l , 

s o   h e   g a v e   h i m s e l f   u p   i n   d e a t h   o n   t h e   c r o s s   f o r  

u s . 2 6   H e   l o ved  t h e   c h u r c h ,   s o   h e   g a v e   h i m s e l f   t o  

p u r i f y   a n d   m a t u r e   h e r . 2 7     " T h i s   i s   h o w   w e ,   k n o w  

w h a t   l o v e   i s :   J e s u s   C h r i s t   l a i d   d o w n   h i s   l i f e   f o r  

u s . " 2 8     A l l   t h a t   h e   d i d   h e   d i d   i n   l o v e . 


He Went About Doing Good 

Because  J e s u s   w a s   d r i v e n   b y   l o v e ,   " h e   w e n t  

a r o u n d   d o i n g   g o o d . . . "   2 9     I n   o n e   s e n s e ,   d o i n g   g o o d  

w a s   h i s   l i f e ' s   o c c u p a t i o n .   H e   t r a v e l e d   a b o u t  

h e a l i n g   t h e   s i c k ,   c a s t i n g   o u t   t o r m e n t i n g   d e m o n s , 

f e e d i n g   t h e   h u n g r y ,   s h e p h e r d i n g   l o s t   s h e e p , 

c o m f o r t i n g   t h e   h u r t i n g   a n d   b e r ea v e d ,   p r e a c h i n g  

g o o d   n e w s   t o   t h e   p o o r ,   r a i s i n g   t h e   d e a d ,   a n d  

f r e e i n g   t h o s e   e n s l a v e d   b y   s i n .   H e   l i v e d   b y   t h e   v e r y  

w o r d s   h e   p r e a c h e d :   " L o v e   y o u r   e n em i e s ,   d o   g o o d  

t o   t h o s e   w h o   h a t e   y o u ,   b l e s s   t h o s e   w h o   c u r s e   y o u , 

p r a y   f o r   t h o s e   w h o   m i s t r e a t   y o u . " 3 0  



He Sought And Saved The Lost 

J e s u s   w a s   g i v e n   a   n a m e   t h a t   m e a n s   S a v i o r   a t   h i s  

b i r t h   a n d   h e   l i v e d   h i s   l i f e   w i t h   t h e   s i n g l e   d r i v i n g  

c o n c e r n   o f   s e e k i n g   a n d   s a v i n g   t h e   l o s t .   H e   said that 

" t h e   S o n   o f   M a n   c a m e   t o   s e e k   a n d   t o   s a v e   w h a t  

w a s   l o s t . " 3 1   A n d   t h a t   " t h e   S o n   o f   M a n   d i d   n o t  

c o m e   t o   b e   s e r v e d ,   b u t   t o   s e r v e ,   a n d   t o   g i v e   h i s  

l i f e   a   r a n s o m   f o r   m a n y . "   3 2   H e   f i n a l l y   g a v e   h i s   l i f e  

u p   i n   d e a t h   o n   t h e   c r o s s   t o   s e c u r e   a n   e t e r n a l  

r e d e m p t i o n   f o r   a l l   m a n k i n d . 




Walking In His Steps 

P a u l   w r i t e s   t h a t   " G o d   . . . w a n t s   a l l   m e n   t o   b e  

s a v e d   a n d   t o   c o m e   t o   a   k n o w l e d g e   o f   t h e   t r u t h . " 3 3  

H e   w a n t s   u s   " t o   b e   c o n f o r m e d   t o   t h e   l i k e n e s s   o f  

h i s   S o n " 3 4   w h o m   h e   h a s   g i v e n   t o   u s   t o   b e   o u r  

g r e a t   p a t t e r n   a n d   example. H e   w a n t s   u s   " t o   w a l k   i n  

t h e   s a m e   m a n n e r   a s   H e   w a l k e d . " 3 5     H e   d e s i r e s  

t h a t   w e   i m i t a t e   J e s u s   i n   a l l   t h e   t h i n g s   t h a t   w e  

h a v e   j u s t   c o n s i d e r e d . 
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  HIS AMAZING CHARACTER 

S o   m a n y   p e o p l e   w a n t   t o   d i s m i s s   J e s u s   b e c a u s e  

t h e y   t h i n k   h e   i s   w e a k   a n d   r e p r e s e n t s   w e a k n e s s . 

T h e y   s e e   h i m   a s   a   f r a i l ,   t h i n ,   f e m i n i n e   s o r t   o f  

c h a r a c t e r   i n c a p a b l e   o f   c o m m a n d i n g   t h e   a t t e n t i o n  

o f   " r e a l   m e n . "   L i k e w i s e   t h e y   t h i n k   o f   C h r i s t i a n s   a s  

w e a k   p e o p l e   w h o   m u s t   h a v e   J e s u s   a s   a   c r u t c h   t o  

h e l p   t h e m   t h r o u g h   l i f e .   T h e   w h o l e   C h r i s t i a n   s c e n e  

i s   p e r c i e v e d   i n   t e r m s   o f   w e a k n e s s . 

P e o p l e   w h o   v i e w   J e s u s   t h i s   w a y   n e ed   t o   t o s s  

a s i d e   t h e i r   o b s c u r i n g   t r a d i t i o n s ,   u n w a r r a n t e d  

p r e j u d i c e s ,   a n d   s u b j e c t i v e   p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s   a n d   g e t  

a   l o o k   a t   t h e   r e a l   J e s u s .   T h e y   n e e d   t o   b e  

i n t r o d u c e d   t o   t h e   J e s u s   o f   s t r e n g t h ;   t h e   c a r p e n t e r  

w h o   w a s   a   m a n   o f   u n u s u a l   p h y s i c l   a b i l i t y   w h o  

f e l l e d   trees  a n d   s a w e d   t h e m   i n t o   b o a r d s .   T h e y   n e e d  

t o   g e t   t o   k n o w   t h e   J e s u s   w h o   h a d   s u p e r i o r  

s t r e n g t h   o f   b o t h   m i n d   a n d   w i l l .   E v e n   m o r e  

i m p o r t a n t ,   t h e y   n e e d   t o   b e   i n t r o d u c e d   t o   t h e   J e s u s  

w h o   e x h i b i t e d   g r e a t   s t r e n g t h   o f   c h a r a c t e r ,   f o r   h e  

i s   b e s t   d e f i n e d   b y   t h i s .   L e t ' s   t a k e   a   l o o k   a t   s o m e  

o f   t h e   e x a m p l e s   o f   h i s   c h a r a c t e r . 


 His Inner Strength 

J e s u s   h a d   a   g r e a t   i n n e r   s t r e n g t h .   T h e r e   w a s  

s o m e t h i n g   a b o u t   h i m   t h a t   o v e r w h e l m e d   t h e  

c r o w d s .   W e   g e t   g l i m p s e s   o f   i t   i n   N a z a r e t h   w h e r e  

t h e   t o w n s p e o p l e   w e r e   a b o u t   t o   t h r o w   h i m   o v e r   a  

c l i f f   b u t   s o m e h o w   h e   w a s   a b l e   t o   w a l k   t h r o u g h   t h e  

r a g i n g   c r o w d   w i t h o u t   a n y o n e   l a y i n g   a   h a n d   o n  

h i m . 1   A t   t h e   f e e d i n g   o f   t h e   f i v e   t h o u s a n d   t h e  

p e o p l e   w e r e   a b o u t   t o   f o r c i b l y   m a k e   h i m   k i n g ,   b u t  

s o m e h o w   h e   w i t h d r e w   f r o m   t h e m   a n d   w e n t   i n t o  

t h e   h i l l s   t o   b e   a l o n e . 2   T o w a r d   t h e   e n d   o f   h i s  

m i n i s t r y   h e   " r e s o l u t e l y   s e t   o u t   f o r   J e r u s a l e m "   a n d  

n o t h i n g   c o u l d   s t o p   h i m . 3   W h i l e   p r e a c h i n g   i n   t h e  

t e m p l e   t h e   a u t h o r i t i e s   t r i e d   t o   a r r e s t   h i m ,   " b u t   n o  

o n e   l a i d   a   h a n d   o n   h i m . " 4  

H i s   f o r c e f u l   i n n e r   s t r e n g t h   i s   i s   s e e n   i n   h i s  

u n o p p o s e d   c l e a n s i n g   o f   t h e   t e m p i e ;   h i s   c o n s t a n t  

c o n t r o l   o f   t h i n g s   e v e n   a t   h i s   a r r e s t ;   h i s   s t r o n g  

s i l e n c e   b e f o r e   H e r o d ;   H i s   c a l m   d i g n i t y   t h a t  

o u t r a g e d   C a i a p h a s   t h e   h i g h   p r i e s t ;   a n d   h i s  

p e r s o n a l   a s c e n d e n c y   t h a t   e x a s p e r a t e d   P i l a t e . 

T h a t   s a m e   s t r e n g t h   w a s   m a n i f e s t e d   i n   h i s  

s e a r c h i n g   c r i t i c i s m   o f   a u t h o r i t i e s ,   i n s t i t u t i o n s , 

i d e a s ,   i n d i v i d u a l s ,   a n d   a n c i e n t   s a c r e d   t r a d i t i o n s . 

Y o u   s e e   i t   i n   h i s   a n g e r   a t   c a l l o u s n e s s ,   h y p o c r i s y , 

a n d   c r u e l t y -   I t   i s   a l s o   s e e n   i n   h i s   r e f u s a l   t o   l e s s e n  

h i s   t e r m s   o f   d i s c i p 1 e s h i p . 5  

H i s   s t r e n g t h   c o m e s   a c r o s s   l o u d   a n d   c l e a r   i n   h i s  

r e a l i s t i c   o u t l o o k ,   d e t e r m i n e d   f i r m n e s s   o f   p u r p o s e , 
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u n c o m p r o m i s i n g   a s s e r t i o n   o f   t r u t h ,   u n f l i n c h i n g  

a c c e p t e n c e   o f   p a i n ,   u n h e s i t a t i n g   a d h e r e n c e   t o  

d u t y ,   a n d   h i s   u n d a u n t e d   d e m a n d   f o r   d e c i s i o n . 

H e   w a s   e m p o w e r e d   b y   a n   i n n e r   s t r e n g t h   l i k e   n o  

o n e   y o u   h a v e   e v e r   m e t   o r   h e a r d   a b o u t . 




His Strong Gentleness 

J e s u s   h a d   a   s t r o n g   g e n t l e n e s s   t h a t   c a m e   f r o m   a  

s y m p a t h e t i c  

h e a r t , 

a  

d e e p  

a n g e r  

a g a i n s t  

h e a r t l e s s n e s s ,   a n d   a   s t r o n g   i n d i g n a t i o n   a g a i n s t   s o  

m u c h   s u f f e r i n g   i n   h i s   F a t h e r ' s   w o r i d .   I t   i s   s e e n   i n   a  

h u n d r e d   m o v i n g   w a y s :   H i s   r e a c h i n g   o u t   t o   l e p e r s  

i n   d e f i a n c e   o f   p r e v a i l i n g   s o c i a l   a n d   r e l i g i o u s  

t a b o o s ;   h i s   c o m p a s s i o n   f o r   t h e   crowds  " b e c a u s e  

t h e y   w e r e   h a r a s s e d   a n d   h e l p l e s s   l i k e   s h e e p " 6   :   h i s  

h e a l i n g   o n   t h e   S a b b a t h   w i t n e s s i n g   t h a t   h u m a n  

n e e d   s u p e r c e d e d   r e l i g i o u s   r i t u a l ;   h i s   r i g h t e o u s  

a n g e r   a n d   d e e p   d i s t r e s s   o v e r   i n d i f f e r e n c e   s h o w n  

t o   h u r t i n g   a n d   e x p l o i t e d   p e o p l e ,   h i s   d e m o n s t r a t e d  

c o n c e r n   f o r   w o m e n ,   a n d   h i s   r e c e i v i n g   o f   c h i l d r e n  

w h e n   e v e n   h i s   o w n   d i s c i p l e s   t r i e d   t o   d i s m i s s   t h e m . 

H e   w a s   g e n t l e   a n d   c o m p a s s i o n a t e ,   b u t   a t   t h e  

s a m e   t i m e   h e   w a s   s t r o n g . 


 His Powerful Love 

A l l   o f   t h e   s t r e n g t h   t h a t   w a s   i n   J e s u s '   m i r a c u l o u s  

p o w e r s ,   h i s   g r e a t   t r u t h ,   h i s   s t r o n g   r e s o l v e ,   a n d   h i s  

p o w e r f u l   g r a c e ,   w a s   e n t i r e l y   a t   t h e   s e r v i c e   o f  

o t h e r s   t o   w o r k   f o r   t h e i r   best  i n t e r e s t s .   T h a t   w a s  

w h a t   m a d e   h i m   p o w e r f u l   i n   l i v i n g . 

His  l o v e   w a s   n o t   a n   e m o t i o n a l   i n d u l g e n c e   i n  

h a n d - w r i n g i n g   p i t y ,   b u t   a n   e n t e r pr i s i n g   p o w e r   a t  

w o r k   d o i n g   g o o d   t o   a l l .   H e   w a s h e d   m e n ' s   f e e t , 

r e l i e v e d   t h e i r   s u f f e r i n g ,   c o m f o r t e d   t h e i r   s o r r o w , 

w a s   f o r g i v i n g   t o   h i s   e n e m i e s ,   a n d   d i e d   t o   s a v e  

t h o s e   w h o   b e t r a y e d   h i m . 

O u t   o f   h i s   f u l l n e s s   m a n y   r e c e i v e d   h i m ,   a n d   a l l  

w h o   s o u g h t   h i s   h e l p   f o u n d   i n   h i m   i n e x h a u s t i b l e  

g r a c e   a n d   h e l p . 

N o n e   c a m e   i n   v a i n ,   n o n e   n e e d e d   t o   c o m e   t w i c e , 

n o n e   h a d   t o   j u s t i f y   h i s   c o m i n g ,   a n d   n o n e   h a d   t o  

a r g u e   h i s   w o r t h i n e s s .   H i s   u n l i m i t e d ,   u n c o n d i t i o n a l , 

p o w e r f u l   l o v e   w a s   a v a i l a b l e   a n d   f r e e l y   g i v e n   t o   a l l  

w h o   c a m e   t o   h i m . 

" L o r d ,   i f   y o u   a r e   w i l l i n g ,   you  c a n   m a k e   m e   c l e a n . 

I   a m   w i l l i n g . "   " S o n   o f   D a v i d   h a v e   m e r c y , ”   8   a n d   h e  

h a d   m e r c y .   " L o r d ,   m y   s e r v a n t   l i e s   a t   h o m e  

p a r a l i z e d , " 9   a n d   h e   h e a l e d   h i m .   " Y o u r   s i n s   a r e    

f o r g i v e n .   .   .   g e t   up  t a k e   y o u r   m a t   a n d   g o   h o m e . " 1 0  

" M y   l i t t l e   d a u g h t e r   i s   d y i n g , "1 1   a n d   h e   r a i s e d   h e r  

f r o m   t h e   d e a d . 


His Moral Excellence 

J e s u s   w a s   t r i u m p h a n t l y   r e s i s t a n t   t o   e v e r y  

a p p r o a c h   o f   e v i l .   H e   n o t   o n l y   t r i u m p h a n t l y  

r e s i s t e d   e v i l ,   h e   r a d i a t e d   a   p o w e r f u l ,   p o s i t i v e  

w h o l e s o m e n e s s   i n   e v e r y t h i n g   h e   s a i d ,   d i d , 

p e r m i t t e d ,   o r   s u f f e r e d .   H e   h a d   a   g o o d n e s s   t h a t  

w a s   i n   a d d i t i o n   t o   h i s   s i n l e s s n e s s .   M e d i e v a l  

p a i n t e r s   t r i e d   t o   c a p t u r e   i t   i n   t h e   g o l d e n   h a l o s  

t h e y   p a i n t e d   a b o v e   h i s   h e a d   b u t   i t   i s   b e t t e r   s e e n  

i n   h i s   l i f e .   I t   i s   s e e n   i n   P e t e r ' s   r e s p o n s e   t o   h i m  

f o l l o w i n g   h i s   m i r a c u l o u s   c  a  t  c  h    o f   f i s h :   " D e p a r t  

f r o m   m e ,   f o r   I   a m   a   s i n f u l   m a n ,   0   L o r d . " 1 2  

I t   i s  

s e e n   i n   Z a c c h a e u s '   m a k i n g   r e s t i t u t i o n   t o   e v e r y o n e  

h e   h a d   c h e a t e d   a f t e r   h a v i n g   J e s u s   a s   a   g u e s t   i n   h i s  

h o m e . 1 3   I t   i s   s e e n   i n   t h e   w o m a n   a t   t h e   w e l l  

c o m i n g   t o   f a i t h   i n   h i m   a f t e r   h e   r e v e a l e d   h e r   i n n e r  

l i f e . 1 4   I t   i s   s e e n   w h e n   t h e   P h a r i s e e s   b r o u g h t   a  

w o m a n   t o   h i m   c a u g h t   i n   a d u l t e r y   a n d   a l l   h e r  

a c c u s e r s   d e p a r t e d   w h e n   h e   c h a l l e n g e d   t h e m ,   " L e t  

h i m   w h o   i s   w i t h o u t   s i n   a m o n g   y o u   b e   t h e   f i r s t   t o  

t h r o w   a   s t o n e   a t   her.”15 

I n   t h e   p r e s e n c e   o f   J e s u s   t h e   f a l s e  a n d   s h a m e f u l  

c o u l d   n o t   s t a n d .   T h e y   h a d   t o   e i t h e r   s u b m i t   t o   h i s  

p u r i f y i n g   g r a c e ,   o r   d e p a r t   f r o m   h i m .   T h e   r i c h  

y o u n g   r u l e r   c a m e   s e e k i n g   s a l v a t i o n ,   b u t   r e f u s e d  

h i s   c o u n s e l   i n   o r d e r   t o   c o n t i n u e   p u r s u i n g   h i s  

i d o l a t r o u s   l i f e s t y l e . 1 6  

T h o s e   w h o   s u b m i t t e d   t o   t h i s   s t r o n g   S o n   o f   G o d  

w e r e   s a v e d   t o   t h e   u t t e r m o s t .   E v e n   t o d a y   h e   w i l l  

s t i l l   s a v e   a n d   m a k e   s t r o n g   o f   c h a r a c t e r   t h o s e   w h o  

a r e   w i l l i n g   t o   s u b m i t   t o   h i m .   T o   s e e   J e s u s   a s   h e  

r e a l l y   i s   i n   a l l   h i s   s t r e n g t h ,   i s   t o   s e e   o u r s e l v e s   a s  

h e   i s   a b l e   t o   m a k e   u s .   T h e   t w o   w o r d s   t h a t   w i l l  

s t a r t   u s   o n   t h e   r o a d   t o   t h a t   t r a n s f o r m a t i o n   a r e , 

" Y e s ,   L o r d ! " 
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       HIS AMAZING COMPASSION 



A l t h o u g h   t h e   p r i m a r y   p u r p o s e   f o r   J e s u s   c o m i n g  

i n t o   t h i s   w o r l d   w a s   t o   " p r o c l a i m   t h e   g o o d   n e w s   o f  

G o d "   a n d   " t o   s e e k   a n d   t o   s a v e   w h a t   w a s   l o s t , " 1   h e  

d i d   n o t   l i m i t   h i s   m i n i s t r y   t o   p r e a c h i n g   a n d  

t e a c h i n g .   H e   c o u l d   n o t   m e e t   u p   w i t h   a   s u f f e r e r  

w i t h o u t   h a v i n g   c o m p a s s i o n   f o r   t h e m   a n d   d o i n g  

w h a t e v e r   w a s   n e c e s s a r y   t o   e a s e   t h e i r   p a i n .   H e  

p e r s o n i f i e d   h i s   s t o r y   o f   t h e   G o o d   S a m a r i t a n . 

J e s u s   i s   o f t e n   p i c t u r e d   h a v i n g   c o m p a s s i o n   f o r  

h u r t i n g   p e o p l e .   T h e   w o r d   u s e d   t o   d e s c r i b e   h i s  

c o m p a s s i o n  

w a s  

t h e  

s t r o n g e s t  

w o r d  

f o r  

c o m p a s s i o n a t e   p i t y   i n   u s e   i n   h i s   d a y .   C o n s i d e r  

s o m e   e x a m p l e s   o f   h o w   i t   w a s   u s e d   t o   d e s c r i b e  

h i m . 

" W h e n   h e   s a w   t h e   c r o w d s ,   h e   h a d   compassion o n  

t h e m ,   b e c a u s e   t h e y   w e r e   h a r a s s e d   a n d   h e l p l e s s , 

l i k e   s h e e p   w i t h o u t   a   s h e p h e r d . " 2   W h e n   t h e   c r o w d  

o f   f i v e   t h o u s a n d   f o l l o w e d   h i m   i n t o   " a   s o l i t a r y  

p l a c e , "   " h e   h a d   compassion  o n   t h e m   a n d   h e a l e d  

t h e i r   s i c k . " 3   W h e n   t h e   f o u r   t h o u s a n d   f o l l o w e d   h i m  

u p   i n t o   t h e   h i l l s ,   h e   h e a l e d   p e o p l e   w i t h   a l l   k i n d s  

o f   i n f i r m i t i e s .   A f t e r   t h r e e   d a y s   h a d   p a s s e d ,   " h e  

c a l l e d   h i s   d i s c i p l e s   t o   h i m   a n d   s a i d ,   ' I   h a v e  

compassion  f o r   t h e s e   p e o p l e ;   t h e y   H ave  a l r e a d y  

b e e n   w i t h   m e   t h r e e   d a y s   a n d   h a v e   n o t h i n g   t o  

e a t . ' ” 4   A s   h e   w a s   l e a v i n g   J e r i c h o   o n   h i s   f i n a l  

j o u r n e y   t o   J e r u s a l e m ,   t w o   b l i n d   m e n   c r i e d   o u t  

a s k i n g   h i m   t o   g i v e   t h e m   t h e i r   s i g h t .   M a t t h e w  

w r i t e s ,   " J e s u s   h a d   compassion  o n   t h e m   a n d  

t o u c h e d   t h e i r   eyes.  I m m e d i a t e l y   t h e y   r e c e i v e d   t h e i r  

s i g h t   a n d   f o l l o w e d   h i m . " 5   A   m a n   w i t h   l e p r o s y  

c a m e   c r a w l i n g   o n   h i s   k n e e s   b e f o r e   h i m   b e g g i n g   t o  

b e   m a d e   c l e a n .   " F i l l e d   w i t h   compassion, J e s u s  

r e a c h e d   o u t   h i s   h a n d   a n d   t o u c h e d   t h e   m a n . 

I m m e d i a t e l y   t h e   l e p r o s y   l e f t   h i m   a n d   h e  w a s  

c u r e d . " 6  

J e s u s   w a s   G o d   b e c o m e   m a n   r e v e a l i n g   t o   u s   a  

t e n d e r h e a r t e d   s i d e   o f   G o d   t h a t   f o r   m a n y   h a s  

p r o v e n   t o   b e   t h e   m o s t   e n d e a r i n g   t h i n g   a b o u t   h i m . 

T h e   A p o s t l e   P a u l   w a s   m o v e d   t o   p r a i s e   G o d   s a y i n g  

" t h e   F a t h e r   o f   compassion  a n d   t h e   G o d   o f   a l l  

c o m f o r t . " 7  

T o   k n o w   w h a t   i t   w a s   t h a t   m o v e d   J e s u s   t o  

c o m p a s s i o n   i s   t o   g a i n   i n s i g h t   i n t o   t h e   h e a r t   o f  

G o d .   O n e   s u r e   w a y   o f   d e t e r m i n i n g   w h a t   m o v e d  

J e s u s   t o   h a v e   d e e p- s e a t e d   f e e l i n g s   f o r   p e o p l e   i s   t o  

c o n s i d e r   s o m e   o f   t h e   s i t u a t i o n s   t h a t   l e d   h i m   t o   b e  

s o   m e r c i f u l .   L e t ' s   c o n s i d e r   f i v e   g e n e r a l   a r e a s   i n  

w h i c h   i t   i s   s a i d   t h a t   " J e s u s   w a s   m o v e d   w i t h  

c o m p a s s i o n . " 



He Was Moved To Compassion By Peoples' Pain 

J e s u s   w a s   m o v e d   t o   r e a c h   o u t   t o   t h e   s i c k   a n d  

h u r t i n g   w h e r e v e r   h e   f o u n d   t h e m .   S e e i n g   b l i n d  

p e o p l e   g r o p i n g   i n   d a r k n e s s   l e d   h i m   t o   g i v e   t h e m  

s i g h t .   C o m i n g   i n   c o n t a c t   w i t h   t h o s e   w h o s e   l i v e s  

w e r e   c o n t r o l l e d   b y   d e m o n s   c o m p e l l e d   h i m   t o   c a s t  

t h e   d e m o n s   o u t .   B e i n g   p a i n f u l l y   a w a r e   o f   t h e  

l o n e l y ,   m i s e r a b l e   p l i g h t   o f   l e p e r s   s t i r r e d   h i m   t o  

o f f e r   c l e a n s i n g   t o   t h o s e   h e   m e t .8   W h e r e v e r   h e  

w e n t   " T h e   p e o p l e   b r o u g h t   t o   [ h i m ]   a l l   w h o   h a d  

v a r i o u s   k i n d s   o f   s i c k n e s s ,   a n d   l a y i n g   h i s   h a n d s   o n  

e a c h ,   h e   h e a l e d   t h e m . " 9  

T h e   c o n c e r n   h e   s h o w e d   f o r   s u f f e r i n g   p e o p l e   h a s  

i n s p i r e d   d i s c i p l e s   o f   e v e r y   g e n e r a t i o n   t o   b e  

c o m p a s s i o n a t e ,   a n d   h a s   l e d   t h e m   t o   d o   a l l   k i n d s   o f  

t h i n g s   t o   a l l e v i a t e   h u m a n   s u f f e r i n g .   H i s   d i s c i p l e s  

w e r e   t h e   f i r s t   t o   c o m e   u p   w i t h   t h e   i d e a   o f  

h o s p i t a l s   a n d   n u r s i n g .   T h e y   h a v e   e s t a b l i s h e d   c a r e  

c e n t e r s   f o r   t h e   i n v a l i d ,   n u r s i n g   h o m e s   f o r   t h e  

e l d e r l y ,   o r p h a n a g e s   f o r   t h e   p a r e n t l e s s ,   s h e l t e r s  

f o r   b a t t e r e d   w o m e n ,   c h i l d - c a r e   c e n t e r s   f o r  

w o r k i n g   s i n g l e   p a r e n t s ,   f a m i l y   c o u n s e l i n g   c e n t e r s  

f o r   t r o u b l e d   m a r r i a g e s ,   k i t c h e n s   f o r   t h e   h u n g r y , 

s h e l t e r s   f o r   t h e   h o m e l e s s ,   a n d   h o m e s   f o r   u n w e d  

m o t h e r s - t o - b e .   T h e y   h a v e   b e e n   q u i c k   t o   f e e d   t h e  

h u n g r y ,   a n d   h a v e   d e v e l o p e d   h i g h l y   s u c c e s s f u l   d r u g  

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n   p r o g r a m s   f o r   t h o s e   h o o k e d   o n  

n a r c o t i c s .   T h e y   h a v e   b e c o m e   t h e   " f e l l o w s h i p   o f  

t h e   c o m p a s s i o n a t e   h e a r t s . " 



He Was Moved To Compassion by Peoples' Sorrow 

T h e   u l t i m a t e   i n   s u f f e r i n g   w h i c h   t h i s   l i f e   h a s   t o  

o f f e r   i s   t o   l o s e   a n   i n t i m a t e   l o v e d   o n e   i n   d e a t h . 

J e s u s   d e m o n s t r a t e d   h i s   c o m p a s s i o n   f o r   t h o s e  

e x p e r i e n c i n g   t h i s   p a i n   i n   a n   i n c i d e n t   t h a t   t o o k  

p l a c e   i n   a   l i t t l e   t o w n   c a l l e d   N a i n . 

I t   w a s   a   s a d   s c e n e   h e   c a m e   u p o n   o n e   d a y   a s   h e  

a p p r o a c h e d   N a i n .   H e   s a w   a   d e a d   y o u n g   m a n   b e i n g  

c a r r i e d   o u t   o f   t h e   city  f o r   b u r i a l .   T h e   p r o c e s s i o n a l  

w a s   l e d   b y   p r o f e s s i o n a l   m o u r n e r s   a n d   m u s i c i a n s  

f o l l o w e d   b y   t h e   m o t h e r   o f   t h e   d e c e a s e d   w h o m   h e  

l e a r n e d   w a s   a   w i d o w   a n d   s o   w a s   n o w   t w i c e   a   l o s e r . 

S h e   h a d   l o s t   h e r   h u s b a n d ,   a n d   n o w   h e r   o n l y   s o n . 

J e s u s   k n e w   w h a t   w a s   i n   s t o r e   f o r   h e r .   S h e   w o u l d  

h a v e   n o   i n c o m e ,   n o   o n e   t o   p r o t e c t   h e r ,   a n d   n o  

h e r i t a g e   f o r   a   f u t u r e   h o p e .   S i n c e   t h e r e   w e r e   n o  

j o b s   r e a d i l y   a v a i l a b l e   f o r   w o m e n   o u t s i d e   t h e   h o m e  

i n   t h o s e   d a y s ,   s h e   m i g h t   h a v e   t o   t u r n   t o   b e g g i n g  

o r   p r o s t i t u t i o n .   L u k e   s a y s   t h a t   w h e n   J e s u s   s a w   t h i s  

" h e   f e l t   c o m p a s s i o n   f o r   h e r "   -   h i s   h e a r t   w e n t   o u t  

t o   h e r . 1 0     H e   i m m e d i a t e l y   s o u g h t   t o   c o m f o r t   h e r  

b y   t e l l i n g   h e r   n o t   t o   c r y .   T h e n   h e   r a i s e d   h e r   s o n  
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f r o m   t h e   d e a d   a n d   g a v e   h e r   a   r e a s o n   n o t   t o   c r y . 

S i n c e   w e   o n l y   k n o w   o f   t h r e e   p e o p l e   t h a t   h e   r a i s e d  

f r o m   t h e   d e a d   i n   h i s   e n t i r e   e a r t h l y   m i n i s t r y , 

r a i s i n g   h e r   s o n   f r o m   t h e   d e a d   w a s   a   r a r i t y   f o r   h i m . 

F o r   J e s u s   t o   g o   t o   s u c h   l e n g t h s   f o r   t h i s   w i d o w  

e m p h a s i z e s   t h e   d e p t h   o f   h i s   c o m p a s s i o n   f o r   h e r . 

S o o n e r   o r   l a t e r   w e   w i l l   a l l   s t a n d   i n   t h e   s h o e s   o f  

t h a t   w i d o w .   W e ' r e   a l l   g o i n g   t o   h a v e   t o   f a c e   t h e  

d e a t h   o f   i n t i m a t e   l o v e d   o n e s .   M a y b e   i t   w i l l   b e   o u r  

m a t e   o f   m a n y   y e a r s .   I t   w i l l   c e r t a i n l y   b e   o u r  

p a r e n t s .   W i l l   J e s u s   m e e t   u s   i n   t h a t   h o u r   a s   h e   d i d  

t h e   w i d o w   o f   N a i n ?   W i l l   h e   h a v e   c o m p a s s i o n   f o r  

u s ?   W i l l   h e   c a r e ?   W i l l   h e   o f f e r   c o m f o r t ?   O h   y e s ,   i f  

w e   w i l l   p e r m i t   h i m   h e   w i l l   m e e t   u s   i n   t h a t   h o u r .   H e  

w i l l   comfort  u s   b o t h   s p i r i t u a l l y   a n d   p h y s i c a l l y  

t h r o u g h   h i s   p h y s i c a l   b o d y ,   t h e   c h u r c h ,   a s   w h e n  

B o b   a n d   P h y l l i s   l o s t   t h e i r   t w e n t y- e i g h t   y e a r   o l d  

s o n   t o   A I D S .   T h e   c h u r c h   w a s   t h e r e   s h o w e r i n g   t h e m  

w i t h   c o m p a s s i o n   a n d   h e l p   a s   i t   h a s   d o n e   w i t h   s o  

m a n y   o t h e r s . 

W i l l   J e s u s   r a i s e   o u r   l o v e d   o n e s   f r o m   t h e   d e a d   a s  

h e   d i d   t h e   w i d o w ' s   s o n ?   Y e s !   A n d   i t   w i l l   b e   a  

g r e a t e r   r e s u r r e c t i o n   t h a n   t h a t   o f   t h e   w i d o w ' s   s o n . 

H e   w a s   r a i s e d   o n l y   t o   d i e   a g a i n .   O u r   l o v e d   o n e s  

w h o   d i e   b e l i e v i n g   i n   J e s u s   w i l l   b e   r a i s e d   o n   t h a t  

g r e a t   r e s u r r e c t i o n   d a y   t o   n e v e r   d i e   a g a i n .   J e s u s  

s a i d   t h a t   o n   t h a t   d a y   " t h e   d e a d   w i l l   h ear  t h e   v o i c e  

o f   t h e   S o n   o f   G o d   a n d   t h o s e   w h o   h e a r   w i l l   l i v e . " 1 1  



He Was Moved To Compassion By Peoples' Hunger 

O n   m o r e   t h a n   o n e   o c c a s i o n   J e s u s   w a s   s t i r r e d   t o  

c o m p a s s i o n   w h e n   h e   s a w   t i r e d   a n d   h u n g r y   p e o p l e  

a n d   u t i l i z e d   h i s   m i r a c u l o u s   p o w e r   t o   f e e d   t h e m . 

T h i s   i s   e s p e c i a l l y   s i g n i f i c a n t   b e c a u s e   m a n y   o f   t h e  

p e o p l e   o f   G a l i l e e   l i v e d   o n   m e a g e r   r a t i o n s .   H i s  

t y p i c a l   r e s p o n s e   t o   m e e t i n g   u p   w i t h   t i r e d   a n d  

h u n g r y   p e o p l e   w a s ,   " I   h a v e   c o m p a s s i o n   f o r   t h e s e  

p e o p l e . " 1 2   A n d   h e   f e d   t h e m .   T o   t h e   t i r e d   a n d  

w e a r y   h e   s a i d ,   " C o m e   t o   me, all  y o u   w h o   a r e   w e a r y  

a n d   b u r d e n e d ,   a n d   I   w i l l   g i v e   y o u   r e s t . " 1 3  

J e s u s   c o n t i n u e s   t o   f e e d   t i r e d   a n d   h u n g r y   p e o p l e  

t h r o u g h   t h e   c o m p a s s i o n a t e   g e n e r o s i t y   o f   h i s   b o d y , 

t h e   c h u r c h .   H i s   d i s c i p l e s   a r e   r e s p o n s i b l e   f o r  

f e e d i n g   m o r e   h u n g r y   p e o p l e   i n   t h i s   w o r l d   t h a n   a n y  

o t h e r   b e n e v o l e n t   g r o u p   o r   a g e n c y . 



He Was Moved To Compassion By Peoples' Loneliness 

T h e   l o n e l i e s t   p e o p l e   i n   I s r a e l   i n   J e s u s '   d a y   w e r e  

l e p e r s .   W h e n   p e o p l e   b e c a m e   a f f l i c t e d   w i t h   t h i s  

d r e a d e d   d i s e a s e   t h e y   w e r e   i m m e d i a t e l y   i s o l a t e d  

f r o m   a l l   o t h e r s   a n d   d o o m e d   t o   a   v e r y   l o n e l y   l i f e . 

T h e y   w o u l d   n e v e r   b e   a l l o w e d   t o   c o m e   a n y   c l o s e r  

t h a n   s h o u t i n g   d i s t a n c e   t o   u n a f f l i c t e d   p e o p l e   f o r  

f e a r   o f   g i v i n g   t h e m   t h e i r   a w f u l   d i s e a s e .   I t   w a s  

u n t h i n k a b l e   t h a t   a n y o n e   w o u l d   e v e r   g e t   c l o s e  

e n o u g h   t o   t o u c h   a   l e p e r   b e c a u s e   t o   s ee   o n e   w a s   t o  

i m m e d i a t e l y   w i t h d r a w   f r o m   t h e m . 

O n e   d a y   " a   m a n   c a m e   a l o n g   w h o   w a s   c o v e r e d  

w i t h   l e p r o s y . " 1 4   U p o n   m e e t i n g   J e s u s   h e   f e l l   d o w n  

b e f o r e   h i m   w i t h   h i s   f a c e   t o   t h e   g r o u n d   a n d  

b e g g e d :   " L o r d ,   i f   y o u   a r e   w i l l i n g ,   y o u   c a n   m a k e   m e  

c l e a n . "   J e s u s   h a d   a l r e a d y   d o n e   a   m o s t   u n u s u a l  

t h i n g   b y   a l l o w i n g   t h e   l e p e r   t o   g e t   c l o s e   e n o u g h   t o  

s p e a k   t o   h i m .   B u t   t h e n   h e   d i d   o n e   o f   t h e   m o s t  

r e m a r k a b l e   t h i n g s   o f   h i s   e n t i r e   m i n i s t r y ;   h e  

t o u c h e d   h i m .   H e   t o u c h e d   t h e   u n t o u c h a b l e !   H e  

t o u c h e d   a n   u n c l e a n ,   d e s p i s e d ,   i n f e c t e d ,   l o n e l y , 

a n d   r e j e c t e d   l e p e r .   H e   " r e a c h e d   o u t   h i s   h a n d   a n d  

t o u c h e d   t h e   m a n "   a n d   s a i d   t o   h i m ,   " I   a m   w i l l i n g , 

b e   c l e a n . "   " A n d   i m m e d i a t e l y   t h e   l e p r o s y   l e f t   h i m . " 

T h e   h a n d   o f   J e s u s   w a s   a l w a y s   e x t e n d e d   i n  

c o m p a s s i o n   t o   t h e   s h u n n e d ,   i s o l a t e d ,   l o n e l y ,   a n d  

d e s p i s e d   p e o p l e   o f   t h i s   w o r l d .   T h e   d i s c i p l e s   o f  

J e s u s   h a v e   a l w a y s   r e a c h e d   o u t   t o   t h e m   t o o .   N o  

o n e   c a n   r i g h t l y   c o n s i d e r   h i m s e l f   a   d i s c i p l e   o f   J e s u s  

u n t i l   h e   h a s   b e g u n   t o   b e   m o v e d   w i t h   s o m e   s e n s e  

o f   c o m p a s s i o n   f o r   t h e   l o n e l y   o f   h e a r t   a s   J e s u s   w a s . 



He  Was  Moved  With  Compassion  For  Those  Harassed 


And Helpless 

M a t t h e w   w r i t e s   t h a t   w h e n   J e s u s   " s a w   t h e  

c r o w d s ,   h e   h a d   c o m p a s s i o n   o n   t h e m ,   b e c a u s e   t.hey 

w e r e   h a r a s s e d   a n d   h e l p l e s s ,   l i k e   s h e e p   w i t h o u t   a  

s h e p h e r d . " 1 5  

" H a r a s s e d "   a n d   " h e l p l e s s "   a r e   d e s c r i p t i v e  

w o r d s .   H a r a s s m e n t   c a n   d e s c r i b e   a   c o r p s e   t h a t   h a s  

b e e n   b e a t e n   a n d   m a n g l e d ;   s o m e o n e   w h o   h a s   b e e n  

p l u n d e r e d   a n d   t r e a t e d   s h a m e f u l l y ;   o r   o n e   w h o   i s  

u t t e r l y   w e a r i e d   o v e r   w h a t   s e e m s   t o   b e   a   n e v e r  

e n d i n g   j o u r n e y . Helpless  m e a n s   " l a i d   p r o s t r a t e . "   I t  

d e s c r i b e s   a   d r u n k ,   o r   o n e   w o u n d e d   i n t o  

u n c o n s c i o u s n e s s .   J e s u s   s a i d   t h a t   p e o p l e   w i t h o u t   a  

s h e p h e r d   w e r e   i n   t h i s   k i n d   o f   c o n d i t i o n .   H e   s t a t e d  

t h a t   o n e   o f   t h e   r e a s o n s   f o r   h i s   c o m i n g   i n t o   t h i s  

w o r l d   w a s   t o   b e c o m e   a   s h e p h e r d   t o   s u c h   n e g l e c t e d  

p e o p l e . 

H e   p r e s e n t e d   h i m s e l f   a s   j u s t   s u c h   a   s h e p h e r d  

s a y i n g ,   " I   a m   t h e   g o o d   s h e p h e r d .   T h e   g o o d  

s h e p h e r d   l a y s   d o w n   h i s   l i f e   f o r   t h e   s h e e p . " 1 6     H e  

n o t   o n l y   p r o v e d   t o   b e   t h e   G o o d   S h e p h e r d ,   b u t  

a l s o   the  " g r e a t   S h e p h e r d   o f   t h e   s h e e p , "   a n d   t h e  

" C h i e f   S h e p h e r d . "1 7  

A s   s h e p h e r d   h e   l e a d s   h i s   s h e e p   t o   g r e e n  

p a s t u r e s   a n d   s t i l l   w a t e r s ,   a n d   p r o t e c t s   t h e m   f r o m  

a l l   t h e i r   e n e m i e s .   S u r e l y   h e   i s   p i c t u r i n g   h i m s e l f   a s  

t h e   G o o d   S h e p h e r d   i n   h i s   p a r a b l e   o f   t h e   L o s t  

S h e e p   w h e n   h e   h a s   a   s h e p h e r d   l e a v e   h i s   f l o c k   o f  

n i n e t y - n i n e   t o   p u r s u e   o n e   s t r a y . 1 8  
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The Ultimate Compassion 

T h e   u l t i m a t e   e x p r e s s i o n   o f   t h e   c o m p a s s i o n   o f  

J e s u s   w a s   d e m o n s t r a t e d   i n   h i s   l e a v i n g   t h e   l o v i n g  

p r e s e n c e   o f   G o d   t o   c o m e   i n t o   a   G o d - h a t i n g ,   l o s t  

a n d   d y i n g   w o r l d   t o   s u f f e r ,   b l e e d ,   a n d   d i e   a  

h o r r i b l e   d e a t h   t o   s a v e   u s   f r o m   o u r   s i n s   a n d   d e l i v e r  

u s   f r o m   t h e   w r a t h   o f   G o d .   T h e   A p o s t l e   P a u l   w r i t e s , 

" A t   j u s t   t h e   r i g h t   t i m e ,   w h e n   w e   w e r e   s t i l l  

p o w e r l e s s ,   C h r i s t   d i e d   f o r   t h e   u n g o d l y .   V e r y   r a r e l y  

w i l l   a n y o n e   d i e   f o r   a   r i g h t e o u s   m a n ,   t h o u g h   f o r   a  

g o o d   m a n   s o m e o n e   m i g h t   p o s s i b l y   d a r e   t o   d i e .   B u t  

G o d   d e m o n s t r a t e s   h i s   o w n   l o v e   f o r   u s   i n   t h i s :  

W h i l e   w e   w e r e   s t i l l   s i n n e r s ,   C h r i s t   d i e d   f o r   u s . "   H e  

a d d s ,   " W h e n   w e   w e r e   G o d ' s   e n e m i e s ,   w e   w e r e  

r e c o n c i l e d   t o   h i m   t h r o u g h   t h e   d e a t h   o f   h i s   S o n .1 9  

J e s u s   w a s   o n e   w h o   h a d   d e e p   f e e l i n g s   o f  

c o m p a s s i o n   f o r   p e o p l e   a n d   d e m o n s t r a t e d   i t   i n   h i s  

w i l l i n g n e s s   t o   h e l p   t h o s e   w h o   w e r e   h u r t i n g , 

h u n g r y ,   l o n e l y ,   h a r a s s e d   a n d   h e l p l e s s l y   l o s t .   H e  

s o u g h t   o u t   p e o p l e   w h o   w e r e   e m p t y ,   h o p e l e s s ,   a n d  

s o m e t i m e s   e v e n   p a t h e t i c .   H e   l o v e d   a n d   c a r e d   f o r  

t h e m ,   a n d   g a v e   t h e m   d i r e c t i o n   f o r   l i f e . 
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                   HIS AMAZING WORDS 

 The Chief Priests had ordered the temple guard to 

g o   f i n d   J e s u s   a n d   a r r e s t   h i m .   T h e   g u a r d s   w e r e   n o t  

u n c u l t u r e d   p e a s a n t s   o r   i g n o r a n t   s o l d i e r s .   T h e y  

w e r e   o f f i c i a l s   o f   t h e   r u l e r s   o f   t h e   J e w s   a n d   w e r e  

u s e d   t o   h e a r i n g   t h e   b e s t   t e a c h i n g   a n d   p r e a c h i n g   o f  

t h e   d a y .   B u t   w h e n   t h e y   f o u n d   J e s u s   a n d   l i s t e n e d   t o  

h i m ,   h i s   e l o q u e n c e   a n d   t h e   d e p t h   o f   h i s   m e s s a g e  

l e d   t h e m   t o   f o r g e t   t h e i r   o r d e r s   a n d   r e t u r n   t o   t h e  

C h i e f   P r i e s t s   e m p t y   h a n d e d .   W h e n   a s k e d   w h y   t h e y  

h a d n ' t   b r o u g h t   h i m   b a c k   w i t h   t h e m   t h e y   d e c l a r e d , 

" N o   o n e   e v e r   s p o k e   t h e   w a y   t h i s   m a n   d o e s . "1  

O n   a n o t h e r   o c c a s i o n   J e s u s   g a v e   a   v e r y   h a r d  

t e a c h i n g   i n   o r d e r   t o   t h i n   t h e   t h r i l l   s e e k e r s   f r om  

t h e   c r o w d .   A s   p e o p l e   b e g a n   t o   t u r n   a w a y   i n  

n u m b e r s   a n d   i t   a p p e a r e d   t h a t   e v e n   h i s   c l o s e  

d i s c i p l e s   w e r e   e n t e r t a i n i n g   t h e   i d e a   o f   l e a v i n g , 

J e s u s   a s k e d ,   " D o   y o u   w a n t   t o   l e a v e   t o o ? "   P e t e r  

a n s w e r e d   f o r   them,  " L o r d ,   t o   w h o m   s h a l l   w e   g o ? 

Y o u   h a v e   t h e   w o r d s   o f   e t e r n a l   l i f e . " 2  

T h o u g h   a l l   t h e   r e c o r d e d   w o r d s   o f   J e s u s   c o u l d   b e  

p r i n t e d   i n   a   s i x t e e n   p a g e   p a m p h l e t ,   h i s   w o r d s   h a v e  

r e v o l u t i o n i z e d   a n d   b r o u g h t   n e w   l i f e   t o   c o u n t l e s s  

m i l l i o n s   o f   p e o p l e   o v e r   t w e n t y   c e n t u r i e s   a n d   h a v e  

d o n e   m o r e   t o   c h a n g e   t h i s   w o r l d   f o r   g o o d   t h a n   a l l  

o t h e r   w r i t i n g s   p u t   t o g e t h e r . 

I n   o r d e r   t o   g e t   t h e   i m p a c t   o f   h i s   w o r d s ,   l e t ' s  

c o n s i d e r   t e n   n o t e w o r t h y   t h i n g s   a b o u t   t h e m . 



Ten Important Things About The Words Of Jesus 

 

1.  

They  were  not  his  own. T h e   f i r s t   t h i n g   w e  

n e e d   t o   n o t e   a b o u t   t h e   w o r d s   o f   J e s u s   i s   t h a t   t h e y  

w e r e   n o t   h i s   o w n .   T h o s e   w h o   f i r s t   h e a r d   h i m   w e r e  

a m a z e d   a t   t h e   b r i l l i a n c e   o f   h i s   t e a c h i n g   a n d  

w a n t e d   t o   know,  " H o w   d i d   t h i s   m a n   g e t   s u c h  

l e a r n i n g   w i t h o u t   h a v i n g   s t u d i e d ? " 3   " H e   d i d n ' t   g o  

t o   B i b l e   C o l l e g e   o r   s e m i n a r y .   H e   d i d n ' t   s t u d y   w i t h  

a n y   o f   u s . "   J e s u s   a n s w e r e d   them,.  " M y   t e a c h i n g   i s  

n o t   m y   o w n .   I t   c o m e s   f r o m   h i m   w h o   s e n t   m e . " 4   H e  
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a s s u r e d   t h e m   t h a t   t h i s   c o u l d   b e   v e r i f i e d   i f   t h e y  

w a n t e d   t o   d o   s o .   H e   s a i d ,   " I f   a   m a n   c h o o s e s   t o   d o  

G o d ' s   w i l l ,   h e   w i l l   f i n d   o u t   w h e t h e r   m y   t e a c h i n g  

c o m e s   f r o m   G o d   o r   w h e t h e r   I   s p e a k   o n   m y   o w n . " 5  

O n   a n o t h e r   o c c a s i o n   h e   s a i d ,   " I   d o   n o t   s p e a k   o f  

m y   o w n   a c c o r d ,   b u t   t h e   F a t h e r   w h o   s e n t   m e  

c o m m a n d e d   m e   w h a t   t o   s a y   a n d   h o w   t o   s a y   i t . " 6  

T h i s   i s   w h y   h e   i s   c o n t i n u a l l y   c a l l e d   p r o p h e t   i n   t h e  

N e w   T e s t a m e n t :   b e c a u s e   h e   s p o k e   i n   G o d ' s   b e h a l f . 

2.  

They  were  spoken  with  authority. B e c a u s e  

J e s u s '   w o r d s   c a m e   f r o m   G o d   h e   c o u l d   s p e a k   w i t h  

a u t h o r i t y ,   u n l i k e   t h e   r e l i g i o u s   t e a c h e r s   o f   h i s   d a y . 

F o r   e x a m p l e ,   w h e n   J e s u s   f i n i s h e d   p r e a c h i n g   w h a t  

h a s   b e e n   c a l l e d   " T h e   S e r m o n   O n   T h e   M o u n t , "   t h e  

l i s t e n i n g   c r o w d   w a s   l e f t   i n   a m a z e m e n t   " b e c a u s e   h e  

t a u g h t   a s   one  w h o   h a d   a u t h o r i t y ,   a n d   n o t   a s   t h e i r  

t e a c h e r s   o f   t h e   l a w . " 7   T h e i r   r e l i g i o u s   t e a c h e r s  

w o u l d   n e v e r   m a k e   a   p r o n o u n c e m e n t   w i t h o u t  

q u o t i n g   s o m e   a u t h o r i t y   t o   b a c k   i t   u p . 

J e s u s   c o n t i n u a l l y   m a d e   p r o n o u n c e m e n t s   a b o u t  

t h i n g s   t h a t   o n l y   G o d   w a s   q u a l i f i e d   t o   a d d r e s s .   H e  

s p o k e   o f   s u c h   t h i n g s   a s   s i n ,   f o r g i v e n e s s ,   e t e r n a l  

l i f e ,   w o r s h i p ,   p r a y e r   a n d   j u d g m e n t . 

T h e   a u t h o r i t y   o f   h i s   w o r d   i s   s e e n   i n   t h a t   h e  

n e v e r   a r g u e d   o r   d e b a t e d   w i t h   a n y o n e   a b o u t  

a n y t h i n g   t h a t   h e   s a i d .   H e   s i m p l y   m a d e   d e c l a r a t i o n s  

a n d   t h a t   w a s   i t .   M u c h   o f   w h a t   h e   s a i d   w a s   s e l f  

v e r i f y i n g . 

T h e   a u t h o r i t a t i v e   i m p a c t   o f   h i s   w o r d s   c a n   e v e n  

b e   f e l t   b y   t h o s e   w h o   r e a d   t h e m   t o d a y .   T h r e e   o f   h i s  

o f t e n   r e p e a t e d   p h r a s e s   c o n v e y   t h i s   i m p a c t :   " T r u l y , 

t r u l y ,   I   s a y   t o   y o u , "   " Y o u   h a v e   h e a r d   t h a t   i t   w a s  

s a i d . . . b u t   I   s a y   t o   y o u , "   " T h e r e f o r e   I   t e l l   y o u . " 

T h e s e   w o r d s   r i n g   w i t h   a u t h o r i t y   a n d   w h e n   y o u  

r e a d   o r   h e a r   t h e m   y o u   s i t   u p   a n d   t a k e   n o t i c e , 

3.  

They  were  without  error  or  uncertainty. 

B e c a u s e   J e s u s '   w o r d s   c a m e   f r o m   G o d ,   t h e y   w e r e  

w i t h o u t   e r r o r   o r   u n c e r t a i n t y .   W h e n   y o u   r e a d   t h e m  

y o u   d o n ' t   f i n d   t h e m   c o n t a i n i n g   e i t h e r   m i s t a k e s   o r  

c o n t r a d i c t i o n s .   T h e r e   i s   n e v e r   a   h i n t   o f  

u n c e r t a i n t y   a b o u t   a n y t h i n g   h e   a d d r e s s e d .   H e  

d i d n ' t   s a y   s u c h   t h i n g s   a s   " I   t h i n k , "   “ p e r h a p s , ” 

“ p o s s i b l y , " " m a y b e . "   H e   n e v e r   m a d e   m i s t a k e s , 

n e v e r   a d m i t t e d   f a u l t s ,   a n d   n e v e r   m a d e   a p o l o g i e s . 

4.  

They  were  authorative. A s   y o u   r e a d   J e s u s ' 

w o r d s   y o u   c a n   s e n s e   t h a t   h e   c a m e   f r o m   t h e  

p r e s e n c e   o f   G o d   b e c a u s e   h e   s p o k e   o f   t h e   t h i n g s   i n  

G o d ' s   r e a l m   a s   t h e   f a m i l i a r .   H e   s p o k e   o f   G o d   a s  

s o m e o n e   h e   k n e w   a n d   h a d   b e e n   w i t h .   H e   t a l k e d  

a b o u t   h e a v e n   a s   a   p l a c e   w h e r e   h e   h a d   b e e n .   H e  

d e s c r i b e d   h e l l   a s   a   p l a c e   h e   h a d   s e e n . 



5.  

They  were  dignified. A s   y o u   w o u l d   e x p e c t  

f r o m   o n e   w h o   h a d   c o m e   f r o m   t h e   p r e s e n c e   o f   a  

H o l y   G o d ,   t h e r e   i s   n o   c o a r s e n e s s ,   v u l g a r i t y ,   o f f  

c o l o r ,   o r   c h e a p n e s s   a b o u t   h i s   t a l k .   T h e r e   i s n ’ t   a n y  

s e n t i m e n t a l i t y ,   o r   s o b - s t u f f   e i t h e r .   T h e r e   i s   a l w a y s  

d i g n i t y ,   p u r i t y ,   a n d   w h o l e s o m e n e s s . 

6.  

They  were  spoken  with  simplicity. T h o u g h  

w h a t   J e s u s   h a d   t o   s a y   w a s   p r o f o u n d ,   t h e r e   w a s  

a l w a y s   a   s i m p l i c i t y   i n   t h e   w a y   h e   s a i d   i t .   H i s   g r e a t  

s t o r i e s ,   h i s   p o t e n t ,   w i t t y   s a y i n g s ,   h i s   c o n s t a n t  

b a r r a g e   o f   q u e s t i o n s ,   a n d   h i s   r h y t h m i c   u t t e r a n c e s  

w e r e   a l l   g i v e n   i n   t h e   g r e a t e s t   o f   s i m p l i c i t y . 

W h a t e v e r   p r o b l e m s   h i s   w o r d s   m a y   r a i s e ,   r a r e l y  

a r e   w e   l e f t   i n   d o u b t   a b o u t   w h a t   h e   m e a n s .   O u r  

p r o b l e m s   w i t h   h i s   w o r d s   a r e   s e l d o m   d u e   t o  

m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,   b u t   r a t h e r   w i t h   t h e   c o n v i c t i o n  

t h e y   b r i n g   a n d   t h e   o b e d i e n c e   t h e y   c a l l   f o r . 

H i s   s t o r i e s   a r e   s i m p l e   b u t   p o w e r f u l .   T h e y   a r e   s o  

e a s y   t o   g r a s p   a n d   r e m e m b e r .   W h o   c o u l d   e v e r  

f o r g e t   t h e   s t o r i e s   o f   t h e   Prodigal  Son  a n d   t h e   Good 

Samaritan  o n c e   t h e y ' v e   h e a r d   t h e m ?   W h o   c a n   f a i l  

t o   b e   l e f t   p o n d e r i n g   o v e r   t h e   m e s s a g e s   t h e y  

c o n v e y ?   W h o   i s   t h e r e   t h a t   c a n ' t   r e c a l l   s o m e   o f   h i s  

s i m p l e   b u t   p i t h y   s a y i n g s   s u c h   a s ,   " A   m a n ' s   l i f e  

d o e s   n o t   c o n s i s t   i n   t h e   a b u n d a n c e   o f   t h i n g s ; " 

" R e n d e r   t o   C a e s a r   t h e   t h i n g s   t h a t   a r e   C a e s a r ' s , 

a n d   t o   G o d   t h e   t h i n g s   t h a t   a r e   G o d ' s ; "   " M a n   d o e s  

n o t   l i v e   b y   b r e a d   a l o n e ,   b u t   b y   e v e r y   w o r d   t h a t  

p r o c e e d s   f r o m   t h e   m o u t h   o f   G o d . " 

7.  

They  are  in  touch  with  reality. T o d a y ' s  

a t t i t u d e   t o w a r d   t h e   w o r d s   o f   J e s u s   i s   t h a t   t h e y   a r e  

a r c h a i c ,   o u t   o f   t o u c h ,   i m p r a c t i c a l ,   i r r e v e l a n t ,   a n d  

u n r e a l i s t i c .   T h e y   b e l o n g   t o   t h e   s u p e r s t i t i o u s   p a s t . 

S u c h   a n   a t t i t u d e   i s   u s u a l l y   h e l d   b y   t h o s e   w h o  

h a v e   n e v e r   r e a d   h i s   w o r d s   a n d   h a v e   o b t a i n e d   t h e i r  

i n f o r m a t i o n   f r o m   b u m p e r   s t i c k e r s   a n d   s e c o n d   h a n d  

m i s q u o t e s .   T h e y   a r e   a b o u t   a s   i n f o r m e d   a s   t h e   m a n  

w h o   w a s   a p p r o a c h i n g   S a n   P e d r o   h a r b o r   a n d   s a w   a  

s i g n   a t o p   a   b u i l d i n g   t h a t   r e a d ,   " J e s u s   S a v e s "   a n d  

e x c l a i m e d ,   " I   w o n d e r   w h a t   s a v i n g s   a n d   l o a n   h e  

s a v e s   w i t h ? " 

A n y o n e   w h o   w i l l   t a k e   t h e   t i m e   t o   r e a d   t h e  

w o r d s   o f   J e s u s   w i l l   f i n d   h i m   t o   b e   m o r e   i n   t o u c h  

w i t h   r e a l i t y   t h a n   a n y o n e   t h e y ' v e   e v e r   r e a d .   T h e y  

w i l l   f i n d   h i m   t o   b e   a m a z i n g l y   i m p a r t i a l ,   c a n d i d , 

h o n e s t ,   a n d   c o m p l e t e l y   f r a n k ;   a   b o t t o m   l i n e r   w h o  

s p a r e s   n o   o n e   a n d   a v o i d s   n o   s u b j e c t .   Y e t ,   h e   i s   f u l l  

o f   l o v e ,   c o m p a s s i o n ,   m e r c y ,   e n c o u r a g e m e n t , 

w i s d o m ,   h e l p ,   a n d   h o p e .   H e   d o e s n ' t   f i g h t   s t r a w  

m e n   o r '   d e a l   w i t h   t h e   h y p o t h e t i c a l   o r   s p e c u l at i v e ; 

h e   o n l y   d e a l s   w i t h   r e a l i t y . 
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8.  

Jesus  is  the  main  subject. A m a z i n g l y ,   t h e  

m a i n   s u b j e c t   o f   J e s u s '   w o r d s   i s   J e s u s   h i m s e l f . "I 

a m — t h e   b r e a d   o f   l i f e ,   t h e   l i g h t   o f   t h e   w o r l d ,   t h e  

g o o d   S h e p h e r d ,   t h e   r e s u r r e c t i o n   a n d   t h e   l i f e ,   t h e  

w a y ,   t h e   t r u t h ,   a n d   t h e   l i f e ." "I  s a y   t o   y o u . . . " 

" C o m e   t o   me..." H e   f r e q u e n t l y   f o c u s e d   a t t e n t i o n  

o n   h i m s e l f . 

N o   o n e   e v e r   a c c u s e d   h i m   o f   e g o t i s m   o r   p r i d e , 

n o t   e v e n   w h e n   h e   c h a l l e n g e d   h i s   e n e m i e s   t o   p o i n t  

o u t   s i n   i n   h i s   l i f e   s a y i n g ,   " C a n   a n y   o f   y o u   p r o v e   m e  

g u i l t y   o f   s i n ? " 

9.  

They  speak  of  things  to  come. H i s   w o r d s  

w e r e   n o t   l i m i t e d   t o   t h e   h e r e   a n d   n o w ;   t h e y   t o o k  

y o u   i n t o   t h e   t h e n   a n d   t h e r e .   H e   s p o k e   o f   t h i n g s   t o  

c o m e   a s   t h o u g h   h e   h a d   a l r e a d y   b e e n   t h e r e .   H e   h a d  

b e c a u s e   h e   h a d   c o m e   f r o m   t h e   e t e r n a l   n o w   o f  

e t e r n i t y . 

H e  

h a d  

a l r e a d y  

s e e n  

h i s  

o w n  

r e s u r r e c t i o n ,   a s c e n s i o n ,   a n d   s e c o n d   c o m i n g .   H e  

h a d   s e e n   t h e   e n d   o f   t h e   w o r l d ,   t h e   j u d g e m e n t   t o  

c o m e ,   a n d   b o t h   h e a v e n   a n d   h e l l .   H e   k n e w   a l l   a b o u t  

s u c h   t h i n g s . 

10.   They  are  self  verifying. Finally,  to  those 

w h o   h e a r   h i s   w o r d s ,   t h e y   a r e   s e l f   v e r i f y i n g .   T h e y  

a p p e a l   t o   o u r   i n n a t e   s e n s e   o f   t h e   t r u t h :   t h a t   w h i c h  

w e   k n o w   d o w n   d e e p   i n s i d e   i s   t r u e .   O u r   i n n e r  

p e r s o n   a g r e e s   w i t h   h i s   w o r d s . 

O n   o n e   o c c a s i o n   h e   c h a l l e n g e d   his  l i s t e n e r s :  

" W h y   d o n ' t   y o u   j u d g e   f o r   y o u r s e l v e s   w h a t   i s  

r i g h t ? " 9   I n d e e d ,   w h y   n o t ? 



Seven Things Jesus Said About His Words 

J e s u s   h a d   a   n u m b e r   o f   c o m p e l l i n g   t h i n g s   t o   s a y  

a b o u t   h i s   o w n   w o r d s   t h a t   m u s t   b e   c o n s i d e r e d . 

L e t ' s   l o o k   a t   s e v e n . 

1 . 

H e   s a i d   t h a t   t h e y   w e r e   s p i r i t   a n d   l i f e :  

" T h e   w o r d s   I   h a v e  s p o k e n   t o   y o u   a r e   s p i r i t   a n d  

t h e y   a r e   l i f e . " 1 0  

2 .   H e   s a i d   t h a t   t h e y   h a d   c l e a n s i n g   p o w e r .   H e  

t o l d   h i s   d i s c i p l e s ,   " Y o u   a r e   a l r e a d y   c l e a n   b e c a u s e  

o f   t h e   w o r d   I   h a v e   s p o k e n   t o   y o u . " 1 1  

3 .   H e   s a i d   t h e y   w o u l d   b r i n g   f r e e d o m   t o   t h o s e  

w h o   r e c e i v e d   t h e m   a n d   c o n t i n u e d   t o   l i v e   b y   t h e m . 

H e   d e c l a r e d ,   " I f   y o u   h o l d   t o   m y   t e a c h i n g ,   y o u   a r e  

r e a l l y   m y   d i s c i p l e s .   T h e n   y o u   w i l l   k n o w   t h e  

t r u t h ,   a n d   t h e   t r u t h   w i l l   s e t   y o u   free."12 

4 .   H e   s a i d   t h a t   h i s   w o r d s   w o u l d   b r i n g   e t e r n a l  

l i f e   a n d   d e l i v e r a n c e   f r o m   c o n d e m n a t i o n .   H e   t o l d  

p e o p l e ,   " I   t e l l   y o u   t h e   t r u t h ,   w h o e v e r   h e a r s   m y  

w o r d   a n d   b e l i e v e s   h i m   w h o   s e n t   m e   h a s   e t e r n a l  

l i f e   a n d   w i l l   n o t   b e   c o n d e m n e d ;   h e   h a s   c r o s s e d  

o v e r   f r o m   d e a t h   t o   l i f e . "   1 3  

5 .   H e   s a i d   t h a t   t h o s e   w h o   w o u l d   k e e p   h i s   w o r d s  

w o u l d   n e v e r   s e e   d e a t h .   H e   s a i d ,   " I   t e l l   y o u   t h e  

t r u t h ,   i f   a   m a n   k e e p s   m y   w o r d ,   h e   w i l l   n e v e r   s e e  

d e a t h . " 1 4  

6 .   H e   s a i d   t h a t   h i s   w o r d s   w o u l d   n e v e r   p a s s  

a w a y :   " H e a v e n   a n d   e a r t h   w i l l   p a s s   a w a y ,   b u t   m y  

w o r d s   w i l l   n e v e r   p a s s   a w a y . " 1 5  

7 .   H e   s a i d   t h a t   i f   h i s   w o r d s   d i d   n o t   s a v e   u s ,   t h e y  

w o u l d   e n d   u p   j u d g i n g   u s :   " A s   f o r   t h e   p e r s o n   w h o  

h e a r s   m y   w o r d s   b u t   d o e s   n o t   k e e p   t h e m ,   I   d o   n o t  

j u d g e   h i m . . . T h e r e   i s   a   j u d g e   f o r   t h e   o n e   w h o  

r e j e c t s   m e   a n d   d o e s   n o t   a c c e p t   m y   word;  t h e   v e r y  

w o r d   w h i c h   I   s p o k e   w i l l   c o n d e m n   h i m   a t   t h e   l a s t  

d a y . " 1 6  

Responding To Jesus' Words 

T h e r e   a r e   t w o   r e s p o n s e s   t h a t   m u s t   b e   g i v e n   t o  

J e s u s '   w o r d s   f o r   t h e m   t o   h a v e   m e a n i n g   a n d   p o w e r  

i n   a n y o n e ' s   l i f e .   A l l   t h e   p o w e r   t h a t   h i s   w o r d s  

p o s s e s s   a n d   a l l   t h e   t h i n g s   t h e y   c a n   d o   w i l l   b e   o f  

n o   e f f e c t   u n l e s s   t w o   c o n d i t i o n s   a r e   m e t . 

F i r s t ,   t h e y   m u s t   b e   heard  a n d   be1ieved. J e s u s  

c o n t i n u a l l y   s a i d ,   " H e   w h o   h a s   a n   e a r   l e t   h i m  

h e a r . " 1 7     A s   w e   h a v e   a l r e a d y   n o t e d ,   h e   s a i d ,   " I   t e l l  

y o u   t h e   t r u t h ,   w h o e v e r   h e a r s   m y   w o r d   a n d  

b e l i e v e s   h i m   w h o   s e n t   m e   h a s   e t e r n a l   l i f e . " 1 8     T h e  

A p o s t l e   P a u l   a d d e d :   " f a i t h   c o m e s   f r o m   h e a r i n g   t h e  

m e s s a g e ,   a n d   t h e   m e s s a g e   i s   h e a r d   t h r o u g h   t h e  

w o r d   o f   C h r i s t . " 1 9  

S e c o n d ,   t h e y   m u s t   b e   obeyed. J e s u s   said,  " I f   y o u  

h o l d   t o   m y   t e a c h i n g ,   y o u   a r e   r e a l l y   m y    d i s c i p l e s . " 

2 0   " I f   a n y o n e   l o v e s   m e ,   h e   w i l l   o b e y   m y  

t e a c h i n g . " 2 1  

N o   m a t t e r   h o w   g r e a t   a n d   p o w e r f u l   t h e   w o r d s   o f  

J e s u s   a r e ,   t h e y   w i l l   b e   n o t h i n g   m o r e   t h a n   n i c e  

s o u n d i n g   t h e o r y   u n l e s s   t h e y   a r e   p u t   i n t o   p r a c t i c e . 

J e s u s   s a i d ,   " E v e r y o n e   w h o   h e a r s   t h e s e   w o r d s   o f  

m i n e   a n d   p u t s   t h e m   i n t o   practice i s   l i k e   a   w i s e   m a n  

w h o   b u i l t   h i s  h o u s e   o n   t h e   r o c k . " 2 2     W h e n   p u t  

i n t o   p r a c t i c e   t h e y   w i l l   b e c o m e   a s   t h e   o l d   s o n g  

s a y s ,   " W o n d e r f u l   w o r d s   o f   l i f e . " 
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  HIS AMAZING PROMISES 

J e s u s   m a d e   g r e a t e r   p r o m i s e s   t o   p e o p l e   t h a n  

a n y o n e   w h o   e v e r   l i v e d .   I n   f a c t ,   h e   m a d e   p r o m i s e s  

t h a t   o n l y   G o d   c o u l d   p o s s i b l y   m a k e   g o o d   o n .   H e  

p r o m i s e d   p e o p l e   s u c h   t h i n g s   a s   f o r g i v e n e s s   o f   s i n , 

e t e r n a l   l i f e ,   i m m o r t a l i t y ,   h e a v e n ,   a n s w e r s   t o  

p r a y e r ,   a n d   r e w a r d s   f o r   s e r v i c e .   H e   m a d e   s u c h  

p r o m i s e s   o n   h i s   o w n   a u t h o r i t y .   T h i s   o f t e n   l e f t   t h e  

p e o p l e   o f   h i s   d a y   a s t o n i s h e d   a n d   e x c l a i m i n g , 

" W h a t   m a n n e r   o f   m a n   i s   t h i s ? "   " W h o   b u t   G o d   c a n  

f o r g i v e   s i n ? " 

T h e   p r o m i s e s   o f   J e s u s   p l a y e d   a   b i g   p a r t   i n   h i s  

l i f e   a n d   m i n i s t r y .   W e   c o u l d   n e v e r   f u l l y   k n o w   h i m  

u n l e s s   w e   w e r e   f a m i l i a r   w i t h   s o m e   o f   t h e m .   S o  

l e t ' s   b r i e f l y   c o n s i d e r   t e n . 




The Promise Of Eternal life 

T o   b e g i n   w i t h ,   J e s u s   r e p e a t e d l y   p r o m i s e d  

e t e r n a l   l i f e   t o   t h o s e   w h o   c a m e   t o   f a i t h   i n   h i m .   H e  

s a i d ,   " I   t e l l   y o u   t h e   t r u t h ,   w h o e v e r   h e a r s   m y   w o r d  

a n d   b e l i e v e s   h i m   w h o   s e n t   m e   h a s   e t e r n a l   l i f e   a n d  

w i l l   n o t   b e   c o n d e m n e d ;   h e   h a s   c r o s s e d   o v e r   f r o m  

d e a t h   t o   l i f e . " 1   " M y   s h e e p   l i s t e n   t o   m y   v o i c e ;   I  

k n o w   t h e m ,   a n d   t h e y   f o l l o w   m e .   I   g i v e   t h e m  

e t e r n a l   l i f e ,   a n d   t h e y   s h a l l   n e v e r   p e r i s h . . . " 2  

H e   p r o m i s e d   h i s   d i s c i p l e s   a   h o m e   i n   e t e r n i t y . 

H e   t  o  l  d   t h e m ,   " T h e r e   a r e   m a n y   r o o m s   i n   m y  

F a t h e r ' s   h o u s e ;   o t h e r w i s e ,   I   w o u l d   h a v e   t o l d   y o u .   I  

a m   g o i n g   t h e r e   t o   p r e p a r e   a   p l a c e   f o r   y o u .   If   I   g o  

a n d   p r e p a r e   a   p l a c e   f o r   y o u ,   I   w i l l   c o m e - b a c k   a n d  

t a k e   y o u   t o   b e   w i t h   m e   t h a t   y o u   a l s o   m a y   b e  

w h e r e   I   a m . " 3  



The Promise Of A Loving Shepherd 

J e s u s   o f f e r e d   h i m s e l f   a s   a   l o v i n g   s h e p h e r d   t o  

u n p r o t e c t e d ,   u n c a r e d   f o r ,   p a r c h e d ,   s t a r v i n g   s h e e p  

w h o   n e e d e d   s h e p h e r d i n g .   H e   s a i d ,   " I   a m   t h e   g o o d  

s h e p h e r d .   T h e   g o o d   s h e p h e r d   l a y s   d o w n   h i s   l i f e   f o r  

t h e   s h e e p .   I   a m   t h e   g o o d   s h e p h e r d ;   I   kn o w   m y  

s h e e p   a n d   m y   s h e e p   k n o w   m e . " 4  



The Promise Of Deliverence From Death 

J e s u s   p r o m i s e d   d e l i v e r an c e   f r o m   d e a t h   a n d   a  

n e v e r   e n d i n g   l i f e .   H e   s a i d ,   " I   t e l l   you  t h e   t r u t h ,   i f   a  

m a n   k e e p s   m y   w o r d ,   h e   w i l l   n e v e r   s e e   d e a t h . "5  

A g a i n ,   " H e   w h o   b e l i e v e s   i n   m e   w i l l   l i v e ,   e v e n  

t h o u g h   h e   d i e s ;   a n d   w h o e v e r   l i v e s   a n d   b e l i e v e s   i n  

m e   w i l l   n e v e r   d i e . "6   T h e   A p o s t l e   P a u l   a d d s  

c l a r i f i c a t i o n   b y   s a y i n g   t h a t   w h e n   a   b e l i e v e r   fa l l s  

a s l e e p   i n   d e a t h   h e r e ,   h e   w i l l   w a k e   u p   i n   e t e r n i t y  

w i t h   J e s u s . 7  



The Promise Of The Holy Spirit 

U p o n   h i s   d e p a r t u r e   f r o m   t h i s   w o r l d   J e s u s  

p r o m i s e d   t o   g i v e   h i s   d i s c i p l e s   t h e   H o l y   S p i r i t   t o  

t a k e   h i s   p l a c e   a n d   b e c o m e   t h e i r   p e r m a n e n t  

H e l p e r .   O n   t h e   n i g h t   b e f o r e   h e   w e n t   t o   t h e   c r o s s  

h e   t o l d   h i s   d i s c i p l e s ,   " I   w i l l   a s k   t h e   F a t h e r ,   a n d   h e  

w i l l   g i v e   y o u   a n o t h e r   H e l p e r ,   t h e   S p i r i t   o f   t r u t h ,   t o  

b e   w i t h   y o u   f o r e v e r . " 8   T h i s   H e l p e r   w o u l d   h e l p  

t h e m   i n   m a n y   w a y s :   i n   t h e i r   p r a y i n g ,   t h e i r  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g   o f   t h e   t h i n g s   o f   G o d ,   i n   m a k i n g  

J e s u s   a n d   h i s   w o r d   r e a l   t o   t h e m ,   a n d   i n  

s t r e n g t h e n i n g   t h e m   f o r   t r i a l   a n d   w i t n e s s .   H e   w o u l d  

h e l p   t h e m   i n   t h e i r   b a t t l e   f o r   r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,   h e l p  

t h e m   t o   w o r s h i p   c o r r e c t l y ,   e s t a b l i s h   a n d   m a i n t a i n  

u n i t y ,   u t i l i z e   t h e i r   g i f t s   p r o p e r l y   i n   s e r v i c e ,   a n d  

h e l p   t h e m   l i v e   l i v e s   o f   g o d l i n e s s . 




The Promise Of Freedom 

J e s u s   p r o m i s e d   f r e e d o m   f r o m   t h e   e n s l a v e m e n t  

o f   s i n .   H e   s a i d ,   " I   t e l l   y o u   t h e   t r u t h ,   e v e r y o n e   w h o  

s i n s   i s   a   s l a v e   t o   s i n "   b u t   " i f   y o u   h o l d   t o   m y  

t e a c h i n g . . .   y o u   w i l l   k n o w   t h e   t r u t h ,   a n d   t h e   t r u t h  

w i l l   s e t   y o u   f r e e "   a n d   " i f   t h e   S o n   s e t s   y o u   f r e e , 

y o u   w i l l   b e   f r e e   i n d e e d . "9  




The Promise Of Answered Prayer 

J e s u s   p r o m i s e d   t o   a n s w e r   p e o p l e ' s   p r a y e r s   u p o n  

t h e   c o n d i t i o n   t h a t   t h e y   b e l i e v e   i n   h i m ,   f a i t h f u l l y  

f o l l o w   h i m   a n d   h i s   w o r d ,   a n d   p r a y   a c c o r d i n g   t o   h i s  

w i l l .   H e   s a i d ,   " I f   y o u   b e l i e v e ,   y o u   w i l l  r e c e i v e  

w h a t e v e r   y o u   a s k   f o r   i n   p r a y e r . "   " I f   y o u   r e m a i n   i n  

m e   a n d   m y   w o r d s   remain  i n   y o u ,   a s k   w h a t e v e r   y o u  

w i s h ,   a n d   i t   w i l l   b e   g i v e n   y o u . "1 0   H e   d i d n ' t  

p r o m i s e   t o   a n s w e r   i m m e d i a t e l y   o r   a s   h i s   d i s c i p l e s  

t h o u g h t   h e   s h o u l d ;   b u t   h e   d i d   p r o m i s e   t o   a n s w e r . 

H e   p r o m i s e d   t o   k e e p   a n   o p e n   ear to  t h e i r   r e q u e s t s . 



The Promise Of Reward For Service 

J e s u s   p r o m i s e d   g r e a t   r e w a r d   t o   t h o s e   w h o  

f a i t h f u l l y   s e r v e d   h i m ,   e s p e c i a l l y   i f   i t   i n v o l v e d   t h e m  
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i n   p e r s e c u t i o n .   H e   s a i d ,   " L o v e   y o u r   e n e m i e s ,   d o  

g o o d   t o   t h e m ,   a n d   l e n d   t o   t h e m   w i t h o u t   e x p e c t i n g  

t o   g e t   a n y t h i n g   b a c k .   T h e n   y o u r   r e w a r d   w i l l   b e  

g r e a t . . . "   T o   t h o s e   w h o   w o u l d   b e   p e r s e c u t e d   h e  

o f f e r e d   c o m f o r t   s a y i n g ,   " R e j o i c e   i n   t h a t   d a y   a n d  

l e a p   f o r   j o y ,   b e c a u s e   great  i s   y o u r   r e w a r d   i n  

h e a v e n . "   H e   e v e n   w e n t   s o   f a r   a s   t o   p r o m i s e   t h a t  

" i f   a n y o n e   g i v e s   a   c u p   o f   c o l d   w a t e r   t o   o n e   o f 

t h e s e   l i t t l e   o n e s   b e c a u s e   h e   i s   m y   d i s c i p l e ,   I   t e l l  

y o u   t h e   t r u t h ,   h e   w i l l   n o t   l o s e   h i s   r e w a r d . "  1 1  



The Promise Of His Personal Presence 

J e s u s   p r o m i s e d   h i s   c o n t i n u e d   p r e s e n c e   w i t h  

e a c h   i n d i v i d u a l   b e l i e v e r   a n d   a   s p e c i a l   p r e s e n c e  

w h e n   t h e y   a l l   g o t   t o g e t h e r.   H e   p r o m i s e d ,   " S u r e l y   I  

w i l l   b e   w i t h   y o u   a l w a y s ,   t o   t h e   v e r y   e n d   o f   t h e  

a g e . "   A n d ,   " W h e r e   two  o r   t h r e e   c o m e   t o g e t h e r   i n  

m y   n a m e ,   t h e r e   I   a m   w i t h   t h e m . " 1 2   H e   p r o m i s e d  

t h o s e   w h o   b e c a m e   h i s   d i s c i p l e s   t h a t   t h e y   w o u l d  

n e v e r   e v e r   w a l k   a l o n e   a g a i n . 



The Promise Of Rest For The Weary 

J e s u s   p r o m i s e d   r e s t   f o r   t h e   w e a r y .   T o   t h o s e  

w e i g h t e d   d o w n   a n d   e x h a u s t e d   f r o m   t h e   h e a v y  

b u r d e n   o f   r e l i g i o u s   o r   s e c u l a r   l i f e ,   h e   p r o m i s e d  

r e s t .   H e   s a i d ,   " C o m e   t o   m e ,   a l l   y o u   w h o   a r e   w e a r y  

a n d   b u r d e n e d ,   a n d   I   w i l l   g i v e   y o u   rest...my  y o k e   i s  

e a s y   a n d   m y   b u r d e n   i s  light." 13 




The Promise Of His Return 

F i n a l l y ,   h e   p r o m i s e d   h i s   d i s c i p l e s   t h a t   a f t e r   h i s  

d e p a r t u r e   h e   w o u l d   c o m e   a g a i n   s o m e   d a y   t o   t a k e  

t h e m   o u t   o f   t h i s   p r e s e n t   e v i l   a g e   i n t o   e t e r n i t y   t o  

b e   w i t h   h i m   f o r e v e r   i n   t h e   p l a c e   h e   h a d   p r e p a r e d  

f o r   t h e m .   H e   s a i d ,   " I   w i l l   c o m e   b a c k   a n d   t a k e   y o u  

t o   b e   w i t h   m e   t h a t   y o u   m a y   a l s o   b e   w h e r e   I   a m . "1 4  

These Promises Are For All Disciples 

J e s u s   m e a n t   f o r   t h e s e   p r o m i s e s   t o   b e   n o t   o n l y  

f o r   f i r s t   c e n t u r y   d i s c i p l e s ,   b u t   f o r   d i s c i p l e s   o f  

e v e r y   a g e .   T h a t   b e i n g   s o ,   h o w   c a n   w e   c l a i m   t h e m  

t o d a y ?   W e   m u s t   b e g i n   b y   a s k i n g   t h e   o b v i o u s :   " C a n  

J e s u s   d e l i v e r   o n   a l l   t h e s e   p r o m i s e s   t o d a y ? "   " I s   h e  

r e l i a b l e ? "   " I s   h e   t r u s t w o r t h y ? "   " I s   h e   c a p a b l e ? " 

P e o p l e   i n   r e s p o n s i b l e   p o s i t i o n s   m a k e   p r o m i s e s  

t o   u s   a l m o s t   e v e r y   d a y   t h e y   t h a t   h a v e   n o   i n t e n t i o n  

o f   k e e p i n g ,   a n d   a r e n ' t   e v e n   i n   a   p o s i t i o n   t o   k e e p . 

M o s t   o f   u s   h a v e   b e e n   p r o m i s e d   s o   m a n y   t h i n g s  

w e ' v e   n e v e r   r e c e i v e d   t h a t   w e   a u t o m a t i c a l l y   f i l t e r  

o u t   p r o m i s e s   m a d e   t o   u s   b y   a n y o n e .   W e   h a v e   a  

s o r t   o f   b u i l t - i n   p r o m i s e   r e j e c t o r .   S o   w h y   s h o u l d   w e  

m a k e   J e s u s   a n   e x c e p t i o n   a n d   b e l i ev e   i n   h i s  

p r o m i s e s ?   W h y ?   B e c a u s e   o f   w h o   h e   i s .   H e   i s   G o d  

c o m e   i n   t h e   f l e s h   a s   d e m o n s t r a t e d   b y   h i s   s i n l e s s  

l i f e ,   m i r a c u l o u s   d e e d s ,   a n d   h i s   r e s u r r e c t i o n   f r o m  

t h e   d e a d   t o   l i f e   e v e r l a s t i n g .     S i n c e   o n l y   G o d   c a n  

m a k e   g o o d   o n   t h e   p r o m i s e s   h e   h a s   m a d e ,   h e   w o u l d  

h a v e   t o   b e   G o d . 

W h y   d o   w e   b e l i e v e   t h a t   h e   w i l l   k e e p   h i s  

p r o m i s e s ?   B e c a u s e   h e   f u l f i l l e d   a l l   t h e   p r o m i s e s   h e  

m a d e   t o   f i r s t   c e n t u r y   b e l i e v e r s   a s   t h e   r e c o r d  

t e s t i f i e s .   W e   h a v e   t w e n t y   c e n t u r i e s   o f   t e s t i m o n y  

f r o m   p e o p l e   w h o   d e c l a r e   t h a t   h e   h a s   m a d e   g o o d  

o n   t h e   p r o m i s e s   m a d e   t o   t h e m . 

O n c e   w e   c o m e   t o   b e l i e v e   i n   t h e   r e l i a b i l i t y   o f  

J e s u s   t o   k e e p   h i s   p r o m i s e s ,   w e   c a n   e x p e r i e n c e  

t h e i r   f u l f i l l m e n t   i n   o u r   l i v e s   a s   w e   c l a i m   t h e m   b y  

f a i t h .   E x e r c i s e   y o u r   f a i t h !   S t a r t   c l a i m i n g   t h e m  

t o d a y . 
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             HIS AMAZING CONCERN FOR THE INDIVIDUAL 

 If Jesus came to save the whole world and only 

h a d   t h r e e   y e a r s   i n   w h i c h   t o   d o   i t ,   h o w   c o u l d   h e  

h a v e   p o s s i b l y   h a d   a n y   t i m e   f o r   i n d i v i d u a l s ? 

W o u l d n ' t   h e   o n l y   h a v e   t i m e   t o   l e a d   t h e   m a s s e s   i n  

l a r g e   c r u s a d e s   a n d   m a s s   m e e t i n g s   d e s i g n e d   t o  

r e a c h   t h e   o p t i m u m   n u m b e r   o f   p e o p l e   i n   t h e  

m i n i m u m   a m o u n t   o f   t i m e ?   I s n ' t   t h a t   h o w   i t ' s   d o n e  

w h e n   y o u   w a n t   t o   r e a c h   l a r g e   n u mb e r s   a n d   o n l y  

h a v e   a   l i t t l e   t i m e   i n   w h i c h   t o   d o   i t ? 
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I s n ' t   t h i s   h o w   C h u r c h   l e a d e r s   a n d   p o l i t i c i a n s  

a l i k e   o p e r a t e ?   T h e y   t h i n k   i n   t e r m s   o f   t h e   m a n y . 

T h e y   a r e   c o n c e r n e d   a b o u t   n u m b e r s .   T h e y   m e a s u r e  

t h e   w e i g h t   o f   t h e   c r o w d .   T h i s   l e a d s   t h e m   t o  

a t t e m p t   t o   r e a c h   p e o p l e   t h r o u g h   t h e   u s e   o f   m a s s  

m e d i a ,   m a s s   p o l i t i c i z i n g ,   a n d   m a s s   e v a n g e l i s m   b y  

u s i n g   r a d i o ,   t e l e v i s i o n ,   m a i l i n g s   a n d   s o c i a l  

m e d i a . 

T h e   g o a l   o f   c h u r c h   l e a d e r s   s e e m s   t o   b e   t o  

c r e a t e   m e g a   c h u r c h e s   w i t h   t h o u s a n d s   a n d   te n s   o f  

t h o u s a n d s   o f   m e m b e r s .     T h e   g o a l   o f   p o l i t i c i a n s   i s  

t o   h a v e   l a r g e r   d i s t r i c t s   a n d   m o r e   c o n s t i t u e n t s . 

T h e r e   i s   a l m o s t   a   d i s p a r a g e m e n t   o f   a n y t h i n g   s m a l l . 

M a n y   q u e s t i o n   t h a t   G o d   c o u l d   b e   a   p a r t   o f  

a n y t h i n g   t h a t   i s   s m a l l   o r   r e m a i n s   s m a l l . 




Jesus Cared For the Individual 

H o w   s t r i k i n g l y   d i f f e r e n t   t o   s e e   o n e   o n   h i s t o r y ' s  

m o s t   i m p o r t a n t   m i s s i o n   -   t h e   s a l v a t i o n   o f   m a n k i n d  

-   a l l o w   h i m s e l f   t o   b e   f r e q u e n t l y   i n t e r r u p t e d   b y   o n e  

p e r s o n .   H e   w o u l d   e a t   w i t h   a   s o c i a l   o u t c a s t , 

c o n v e r s e   w i t h   a   f o r e i g n   w o m a n ,   l i s t e n   t o   a   s i c k  

p e r s o n ' s   a p p e a l ,   o r   a n s w e r   a n   i n q u i r e r ' s   q u e s t i o n . 

J e s u s   n e v e r   s e e m e d   t o   c o n s i d e r   h i m s e l f   t o   b e   t o o  

i m p o r t a n t ,   t o o   b u s y ,   o r   i n   t o o   b i g   a   h u r r y   t o   g i v e  

t i m e   t o   a n   i n d i v i d u a l .   T h e   f a c t   t h a t   J e s u s   s p e n t   s o  

m u c h   t i m e   w i t h   i n d i v i d u a l s   i n d i c a t e s   t h a t   h e   h a d   a  

v a l u e   s y s t e m   t h a t   d i f f e r e d   g r e a t l y   f r o m   m o st   o f  

t h e   f a m o u s   l e a d e r s   i n   h i s t o r y ,   i n c l u d i n g   t h e   p e o p l e  

o f   h i s   d a y .   I n   o n e   s e n s e   h u m a n   h i s t o r y   s e e m s   t o  

s a y   t h a t   t h e   i n d i v i d u a l   i s   d i s p e n s a b l e .   O n e   p e r s o n  

i s n ' t   v e r y   i m p o r t a n t ,   h e   d o e s n ' t   c o u n t   f o r   m u c h ,   s o  

d o n ' t   w a s t e   t i m e   o n   h i m .   M i l l i o n s   h a v e   b e e n  

e n s l a v e d   o r   s l a u g h t e r e d   i n   b a t t l e   w i t h   l i t t l e   o r   n o  

t h o u g h t   o f   t h e i r   w o r t h   a s   a   p e r s o n . 

T o   s e e   J e s u s   g o   o u t   o f   h i s   w a y   t o   d e m o n s t r a t e  

h i s   c o n c e r n   f o r   a n   i n d i v i d u a l -   e v e n   a   s o c i a l   o u t c a s t  

-sets  h i m   a p a r t ;   m a k e s   h i m   d i f f e r e n t .   H o w   t h a n k f u l  

w e   c a n   a l l   b e   f o r   t h a t !   W e   c a n   l o v e   h i m   f o r   i t .   T h i s  

a t t r a c t s   u s   t o   h i m .   I t ' s   a l m o s t   i n c o n c e i v e a b l e   t o  

t h i n k   t h a t   t h e   S o n   o f   G o d   c a r e s   f o r   e a c h   o f   u s   a s   a  

p e r s o n   a n d   t h a t   w e   h a v e   w o r t h   a n d   v a l u e   i n   h i s  

s i g h t ?   H i s   c o n c e r n   f o r   u s   a s   i n d i v i d u a l s   h a s  

t r a n s l a t e d   i n t o   r i c h   b l e s s i n g s   f o r   a l l   o f   u s . 



Jesus' Interaction With Individuals 

J e s u s '   i n t e r a c t i o n   w i t h   i n d i v i d u a l s   h a s   l e f t   u s  

w i t h   a   g r e a t   h e r i t a g e .   I t   h a s   l e f t   u s   d a r i n g   t o  

b e l i e v e   t h a t   t h e r e   i s   g r e a t   w o r t h   i n   a n   i n d i v i d u a l . 

I t   h e l p s   u s   t o   s e e   t h a t   J e s u s   n o t   o n l y   c a m e   t o   s a v e  

t h e   w o r l d   o f   m e n ,   b u t   e a c h   i n d i v i d u a l   i n   i t .   H e  

d i d n ' t   c o m e   t o   s c o o p   u s   u p   i n   m a s s   l i k e   a   g i a n t  

e a r t h   m o v i n g   m a c h i n e .   H e   c a m e   m o r e   l i k e   a  

g a r d e n e r   p i c k i n g   o n e   r o s e   a t   a   t i m e . 

S e e i n g   J e s u s   s p e n d   t i m e   h e l p i n g   s o   m a n y  

i n d i v i d u a l s   o u t   o f   s o   m a n y   d i f f i c u l t   s i t u a t i o n s , 

e n c o u r a g e s   u s   t o   b e l i e v e   t h a t   h e   w i l l   d o   t h e   s a m e  

f o r   u s . 

T h e   t i m e   J e s u s   s p e n t   w i t h   i n d i v i d u a l s   r e s u l t e d  

i n   s o m e   o f   t h e   g r e a t e s t   t r u t h s   h e   t a u g h t .   T h e   t i m e  

h e   s p e n t   t a l k i n g   w i t h   a   r e l i g i o u s   leader  n a m e d  

N i c o d e m u s   l e d   t o   h i s   t e a c h i n g   a b o u t   t h e   n e w  

b i r t h . 1   H i s   e n c o u n t e r   w i t h   a   S a m a r i t a n   w o m a n   a t  

J a c o b ’ s   w e l l   r e v e a l e d   t r u t h   a b o u t   t h e   H o l y   S p i r i t  

a n d   t r u e   w o r s h i p . 2     H i s   d i s c u s s i o n   w i t h   a n   e x p e r t  

i n   J e w i s h   l a w   r e s u l t e d   i n   h i s   g i v i n g   u s   a   s u m m a r y  

o f   t h e   m e s s a g e   o f   t h e   O l d   T e s t a m e n t . 3   F r o m   a n  

e v e n i n g   h e   s p e n t   d i n i n g   w i t h   a   P h a r i s e e   w e   l e a r n  

a b o u t   t r u e   l o v e . 4     F r o m   h i s   r e s p o n s e   t o   a   q u e s ti o n  

f r o m   " s o m e o n e   i n   t h e   c r o w d "   w e   l e a r n   a b o u t   t h e  

v a l u e   o f   l i f e . 5  

J e s u s  

h a d  

a t  

l e a s t  

f i f t e e n  

p e r s o n a l  

c o n v e r s a t i o n s   w i t h   v a r i o u s   i n d i v i d u a l s .   L e t ' s  

c o n s i d e r   t h r e e . 



Talking To A Religious Leader About A New Beginning 

R e a l i z i n g   t h a t   h e   h a d   a   n e e d ,   a   r e l i g i o u s   l e a d e r  

o f   t h e   J e w s   n a m e d   N i c o d e m u s   c a m e   t o   s e e   J e s u s  

o n e   n i g h t .   J e s u s   k n e w   w h a t   h i s   n e e d   w a s   a n d   t h a t  

i t   w a s   n o   d i f f e r e n t   f r o m   t h a t   o f   a n y   o t h e r   p e r s o n . 

T h o u g h   h e   w a s   a   m a n   o f   e d u c a t i o n ,   c u l t u r e , 

h e r i t a g e ,   a n d   r e l i g i o u s   a n d   s o c i a l   p o s i t i o n ,   h e  

n e e d e d   a   n e w   l i f e .   J e s u s   k n e w   t h a t .   A t   t h e  

b e g i n n i n g   o f   t h e i r   c o n v e r s a t i o n   h e   t o l d   h i m   t h a t  

h e   n e e d e d   t o   b e   b o r n   a n e w   f r o m   a b o v e .   H e  

i n f o r m e d   h i m   t h a t   t h e   K i n g d o m   o f   G o d   w a s  

u n t h i n k a b l e   a n d   u n a t t a i n a b l e   t o   t h o s e   w h o   h a d  

o n l y   e x p e r i e n c e d   a   n a t u r a l   b i r t h .   H e   s a i d   t h a t   t h e y  

w o u l d   b e   u n a b l e   t o  " s e e   i t "   o r   " e n t e r   i t . " 

N i c o d e m u s   c o u l d n ' t   u n d e r s t a n d   h o w   t i m e   c o u l d  

r u n   b a c k w a r d s   a n d   e r a s e   t h e   m i s t a k e s   o f   y o u t h .   H e  

c o u l d n ' t   u n d e r s t a n d   h o w   t h e   b o n d s   o f   a g e   a n d  

h a b i t   c o u l d   l o s e   t h e i r   g r i p   a n d   l i f e   c o u l d   s t a r t  

a n e w .   S o   h e   a s k e d ,   " H o w   c a n   a   m a n   b e   b o r n   w h e n  

h e   i s   o l d ?   S u r e l y   h e   c a n ’   t   e n t e r   a   s e c o n d   t i m e   i n t o  

h i s   m o t h e r ' s   w o m b   t o   b e   b o r n ! ”   T h a t ’ s   t h e  

q u e s t i o n   o f   t h e   a g e s :   " H o w   c a n   a   p e r s o n   h a v e   a  

n e w   b e g i n n i n g ?   I s   t h e r e   a n y   w a y   w e   c a n   u n d o   t h e  

m e s s   w e ’ v e   m a d e   o f   l i f e   a n d   s t a r t   a l l   o v e r   a g a i n ? 

I s   t h e r e   a n y   w a y   w e   c a n   b e   f r e e d   f r o m   t h e   w e i g h t  

o f   p a s t   f a i l u r e s ,   t h e   s t i n g   o f   i t s   g u i l t ,   a n d   t h e  

d e f e a t   o f   i t s   f a i l u r e ? "   D o e s n ' t   e v e r y o n e   c r y   o u t   a t  

o n e   t i m e   o r   a n o t h e r ,   " I f   o n l y   I   c o u l d   s t a r t   a l l   o v e r  

a g a i n ?   I n   h i s   c o n v e r s a t i o n   w i t h   N i c o d e m u s   J e s u s  

a s s u r e s   u s   t h a t   w e   c a n ,   b y   p u t t i n g   o u r   f a i t h   a n d  

t r u s t   i n   h i m   a n d   h i s   r e n e w i n g   p o w e r . 6  



Conversation With A Woman Whose Well Had Run Dry 

T o   a   f o r e i g n   w o m a n   w h o   h a d   g o n e   t h r o u g h   f i v e  

37 



h u s b a n d s   a n d   h a d n ’ t   b o t h e r e d   t o   m a r r y   t h e   s i x t h , 

J e s u s   t a u g h t   a b o u t   t h e   t h i r s t- q u e n c h i n g   m i n i s t r y  

o f   t h e   H o l y   S p i r i t . 

A t   a   f a m o u s   w e l l   i n   S a m a r i a   t w o   t i r e d   p e o p l e  

m e t .   O n e   h a d   g r o w n   w e a r y   i n   t h e   s e r v i c e   o f   G o d , 

a n d   t h e   o t h e r   w a s   w o r n   o u t   f r o m   s i n n i n g .   A   w o m a n  

p a r c h e d   o f   s o u l ,   o v e r - s t i m u l a t e d   b y   h e r   s e n s u a l i t y , 

d r a i n e d   o f   h e a l t h y   i n t e r e s t s   a n d   e m o t i o n s ,   p o o r  

a n d   b e d r a g g l e d ,   h a d   c o m e   o u t   f r o m   t h e   c i t y   t o  

d r a w   w a t e r   f r o m   t h e   w e l l . 

J e s u s   f a c e d   h e r   a s   h e   w o u l d   a n y o n e   t o d a y   w h o  

m i g h t   b e   w e a r y ,   e m p t y ,   b o r e d ,   a n d   t r y i n g   t o   p u m p  

s o m e   l i f e   i n t o   t h e m s e l v e s   w i t h   s t i m u l a n t s , 

s e d a t i v e s ,   n a r c o t i c s ,   o r   l i k e   t h i s   w o m a n ,   s e x .   H e  

o f f e r e d   h e r   a s   h e   w o u l d   a n y   o f   u s ,   p e r p e t u a l  

r e f r e s h m e n t  

a n d  

a n  

u n f a i l i n g  

s p r i n g  

o f  

i n e x h a u s t i b l e   a n d   f u l f i l l i n g   l i f e . 

H e   w o r k e d   t h r o u g h   h e r   e v a s i o n s ,   h e r   s p i r i t u a l  

f a c a d e ,   a n d   h e r   s i n   a n d   f i n a l l y   l e d   h e r   t o   s e e   w h o  

h e   r e a l l y   w a s .   H e   t h e n   c o n v i n c e d   h e r   t h a t   h e   c o u l d  

g i v e   h e r   a   l i f e   t h a t   w o u l d   w e l l   u p   t o   e t e r n a l   l i f e . 

P e r s u a d e d ,   s h e   s u r r e n d e r e d   h e r   l i f e   t o   h i m   a n d   h e  

w i p e d   o u t   h e r   p a s t ,   d e l i v e r e d   h e r   f r o m   h e r  

w e a r i n e s s   a n d   g a v e   h e r   a n   o v e r f l o w i n g   n e w   l i f e . 

W h a t   h e   d i d   f o r   t h i s   i n d i v i d u a l ,   h e   d e s i r e s     t o   d o  

f o r   e v e r y   o t h e r   s i n - l a d e n ,   e m p t y ,   w e a r y   p e r s o n . 



Talking To An Empty Young Rich Man 

T h o u g h   h e   s e e m e d   t o   h a v e   e v e r y t h i n g   -  

p o s i t i o n ,   w e a l t h ,   g o o d   c h a r a c t e r ,   a n d   s o c i a l  

p r o m i n e n c e   -   n e v e r t h e l e s s   h e   h a d   a n   e m p t i n e s s  

a n d   h u n g e r   o f   s o u l .   S o m e h o w   h e   s e n s e d   t h a t   h e  

w a s   m i s s i n g   o u t   o n   e t e r n a l   l i f e .   S o   a   r i c h   y o u n g  

r u l e r   c a m e   t o   J e s u s   i n q u i r i n g , " G o o d   t e a c h e r ,   w h a t  

m u s t   I   d o   t o   i n h e r i t   e t e r n a l   l i f e ? " 

J e s u s   c o u l d   r e a d   t h e   y o u n g   m a n ' s   h e a r t   a n d  

k n e w   b o t h   h i s   f a i l u r e   a n d   h i s   n e e d .   B u t   h e   g e n t l y  

h e l p e d   h i m   d i s c o v e r   i t   f o r   h i m s e l f .   " Y o u   k n o w   t h e  

c o m m a n d m e n t s , "   J e s u s   r e p l i e d ,   a n d   t h e n   l i s t e d  

s e v e r a l   b y   w a y   o f   e x a m p l e .   T h e   y o u n g   m a n  

r e s p o n d e d ,   " A l l   t h e s e   I   h a v e   k e p t   s i n c e   I   w a s   a  

b o y . "   " W h e n   J e s u s   h e a r d   t h i s ,   h e   s a i d   t o   h i m ,   ' Y o u  

s t i l l   l a c k   o n e   t h i n g .   S e l l   e v e r y t h i n g   y o u   h a v e   a n d  

g i v e   t o   t h e   p o o r ,   a n d   y o u   w i l l   h a v e   t r e a s u r e   i n  

h e a v e n .   T h e n   c o m e   f o l l o w   m e . ' " 

I n   a   m o m e n t   o f   t i m e   h i s   c o v e t e o u s   h e a r t   w a s  

e x p o s e d   a n d   h e   c o u l d   s e e   t h a t   h i s   p r e t e n s e   o f  

k e e p i n g   t h e   l a w   s i n c e   h i s   y o u t h   w a s   s h e e r   f o l l y .   H e  

s t o o d   a s   a   s e l f - c o n d e m n e d   i d o l a t e r .   H e   w a s   g u i l t y  

o f   f a i l i n g   t o   k e e p   t h e   v e r y   f i r s t   c o m m a n d m e n t :   h e  

h a d   a n o t h e r   g o d :   m o n e y .   S o   h e   s a d l y   t u r n e d   a w a y  

h u m b l e d ,   c h a s t e n e d ,   a n d   s e l f - e x p o s e d ,   u n w i l l i n g  

t o   g i v e   u p   h i s   g o d   o f   w e a l t h   a n d   g a i n   t h e   e t e r n a l  

l i f e   h e   s a i d   h e   w a n t e d .   H o w   s a d ! 

H o w   p o w e r f u l l y   t h a t   c o n v e r s a t i o n   s p e a k s   t o  

t h o s e   w h o   w o u l d   t r a d e   a w a y   e t e r n a l   l i f e   f o r  

p r e s e n t   p o s i t i o n ,   p o w e r ,   p l e a s u r e   a n d   e a s e .   H o w  

c o n v i c t i n g   i t   h a s   b e e n   t o   t h o s e   w h o   h a v e  

i d e n t i f i e d   w i t h   t h e   r i c h   y o u n g   r u l e r . 



The Similarity Of His Individual Encounters 

T h e   s t o r i e s   o f   t h e s e   t h r e e   e n c o u n t e r s   J e s u s   h a d  

w i t h   i n d i v i d u a l s   t e a c h   u s   t h e   s a m e   t h i n g   as   t h e  

s t o r i e s  

a b o u t  

h i s  

o t h e r  

e n c o u n t e r s  

w i t h  

i n d i v i d u a l s .   T h e y   a l l   t e a c h   t h a t   J e s u s   w a n t s   t o  

d e l i v e r   e a c h   o f   u s   f r o m   t h a t   w h i c h   e n s l a v e s   u s , 

r o b s   u s   o f   l i f e ,   a n d   e v e n t u a l l y   d a m n s   u s .   H e   w a n t s  

t o   e r a s e   t h e   b l a c k b o a r d ,   d e s t r o y   t h e   e v i d e n c e , 

b u r n   t h e   r e c o r d s ,   a n d   c l e a r   t h e   c o m p u t e r   o f   o u r  

s i n .   H e   w a n t s   t o   i m p a r t   t o   u s   a   g r e a t   n e w   l i f e   o f  

f r e e d o m   a n d   p e a c e .   H e   w a n t s   t o   a s s u r e   e a c h   o f   u s  

t h a t   G o d   can, a n d   will, f o r g i v e   a n d   f o r g e t   t h e  

w r o n g s   o f   o u r   p a s t   a n d   r e c e i v e   u s   i n t o   h i s   f a m i l y  

t o   b e   h i s   o w n   d e a r   c h i l d r e n   f o r e v e r . 




ENDNOTES 

1 .  J o h n   3 : 1 - 1 5  

2 .  J o h n   4 : 4 - 4 2  

3 .  M a t t h e w   2 2 : 3 4 - 4 0  

4 .  L u k e   7 : 3 6 - 5 0  

5 .  L u k e   1 2 : 1 3 - 2 1  

6 .  J o h n   3 : 1 - 1 7 .   T h e   " y o u "   i n   v e r s e s   3   a n d   5   a r e  

s e c o n d   p e r s o n   p l u r a l   m e a n i n g   y o u   a l l . " 

7 .  J o h n   4 : 4 - 4 2  


 HIS AMAZING BEFRIENDING OF  

            ‘ S I N N E R S ’   A N D   O U T C A S T S  

One  of  the  stinging  criticisms  the  religious 

l e a d e r s   o f   J e s u s '   d a y   h u r l e d   a t   h i m   w a s   t h a t   h e  

a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   " s i n n e r s . "   A c t u a l l y ,   i t   w a s   m o r e  

t h a n   a   c r i t i c i s m ,   i t   w a s   a   c o n d e m n a t i o n .   H e   w a s  

c o n d e m n e d   b e c a u s e   i n   f a c t   h e   d i d   s p en d  

c o n s i d e r a b l e   t i m e   w i t h   s i n n e r s .   H e   a t e   w i t h   t h e m , 

d i r e c t e d   m u c h   o f   h i s   t e a c h i n g   t o   t h e m ,   h e a l e d  

t h e m ,   c a s t   d e m o n s   o u t   o f   t h e m ,   f o r g a v e   t h e m , 
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d e f e n d e d   t h e m ,   a n d   f i n a l l y   d i e d   w i t h   t h e m   a n d   f o r  

t h e m .   W h a t   a   m i n d - b l o w i n g   r e v e l a t i o n   o f   G o d   h e  

w a s ! 

J e s u s '   r e l i g i o u s   c o n t e m p o r a r i e s   b e l i e v e d   t h a t  

G o d   w a s   s u p p o s e d   t o   c o n d e m n   a n d   d i s t a n c e  

h i m s e l f   f r o m   s i n n e r s ,   a n d   e m b r a c e   a n d   r e w a r d  

g o o d   p e o p l e .   T h e y   t h e r e f o r e   r e j e c t e d   h i s   c l a i m  

t h a t   h e   h a d   c o m e   f r o m   G o d   b e c a u s e   o f   h i s  

a s s o c i a t i o n  

w i t h  

" l a w b r e a k e r s " 

a n d  

s o c i a l  

o u t c a s t s . 



Jesus Was A Friend Of Sinners 

T h e   e n e m i e s   o f   J e s u s   c a l l e d   h i m   " a   g l u t t o n   a n d  

a   d r u n k a r d ,   a n d   a   f r i e n d   o f   t a x   c o l l e c t o r s   a n d  

' s i n n e r s . ' " 1     A n d   a l t h o u g h   h e   w a s   n o t   a   g l u t t o n   n o r  

a   d r u n k a r d ,   h e   w a s   d e f i n i t e l y   a   f r i e n d   o f   t a x  

c o l l e c t o r s   a n d   s i n n e r s .   H e   s p e n t   t i m e   w i t h   so m e   o f  

t h e   m o s t   n o t o r i o u s . B e c a u s e   h e   d i d ,   h i s   r e l i g i o u s  

c r i t i c s   c o m p l a i n e d ,   " W h y   d o   y o u   e a t   a n d   d r i n k  

w i t h   t a x   c o l l e c t o r s   a n d   si n n e r s ? "   H i s   s t a b b i n g  

r e p l y   w a s ,   " I t   i s   n o t   t h e   h e a l t h y   w h o   n e e d   a  

d o c t o r ,   b u t   t h e   s i c k .   I   have  n o t   c o m e   t o   c a l l   t h e  

r i g h t e o u s ,   b u t   s i n n e r s   t o   r e p e n t a n c e . " 2   H e   w a s  

s a y i n g   i n   e f f e c t ,   " I   d o n ' t   a s s o c i a t e   w i t h   p e o p l e   o f  

l o w   r e p u t a t i o n   t o   b e   h o b n o b b i n g   w i t h   t h e m ;   I ' m  

n o t   t h e i r   c o m r a d e   i n   e v i l ;   w e ' r e   n o t   b i r d s   o f   a  

f e a t h e r   f l o c k i n g   t o g e t h e r .   I ' m   o n   i n t i m a t e   t e r m s  

w i t h   t a x   c o l l e c t o r s   a n d   s i n n e r s   a s   a   p h y s c i a n   t r y i n g  

t o   h e a l   t h o s e   w h o   a r e   u n w o r t h y   a n d   d e s p e r a t e .   A s  

a   p h y s c i a n   I   d o n ' t   g o   a m o n g   s i n -   s i c k   p e o p l e   t o   b e  

c o n t a m i n a t e d   w i t h   t h e i r   d i s e a s e s ,   b u t   t o   h e a l  

t h e m   a n d   m a k e   t h e m   w e l l .   M y   m i n i s t r y   i s   t o  

s i n n e r s   -   t o   t h e   l o s t ,   t h e   s t r a y i n g ,   t h e   b u r d e n e d , 

h u n g r y ,   t h i r s t y ,   l o n e l y ,   r e j e c t e d ,   a n d   h o p e l e s s .   I  

d i d n ' t   c o m e   t o   m i n i s t e r   t o   y o u   s o -   c a l l e d   ' w e l l  

p e o p l e . '   I f   I   h a d ,   y o u   w o u l d n ' t   h a v e   l i s t e n e d   o r  

r e s p o n d e d   t o   m e   a n y w a y   b e c a u s e   y o u ' r e   t o o   s m u g  

i n   y o u r   r e l i g i o u s   s e l f - r i g h t e o u s n e s s . '   I f   y o u  

r e l i g i o u s   h y p o c r i t e s   w e r e   h a l f   a s   s p i r i t u a l l y  

h e a l t h y   a s   y o u   t h i n k   y o u   a r e , you  w o u l d   h a v e   b e e n  

t h e   o n e s   m i n i s t e r i n g   t o   a l l   t h e s e   t a x   c o l l e c t o r s   a n d  

s i n n e r s   w h o   y o u   s a y   a r e   s o   s i c k .   I f   t h o s e   w h o   a r e  

h e a l t h y   h a v e   a n   o u n c e   o f   c o m p a s s i o n   i n   t h e m , 

s h o u l d n ' t   t h e y   b e   p u t t i n g   f o r t h   s o m e   e f f o r t   t o   h e a l  

t h e   s i c k ? " 



Some Sinners And Outcasts Jesus Befriended 

J e s u s   b e f r i e n d e d   a n d   e x t e n d e d   g r a c e   t o   a   l o t   o f  

" s i n n e r s "   a n d   o u t c a s t s   o f   h i s   d a y .   L e t ' s   c o n s i d e r   a  

f e w   e x a m p l e s . 

" W h e n   a   w o m a n   w h o   l i v e d   a   s i n f u l   l i f e "   c a m e   t o  

a   d i n n e r   p a r t y   J e s u s   w a s   a t t e n d i n g   a n d   w a s h e d   h i s  

f e e t   w i t h   h e r   t e a r s ,   d r i e d   t h e m   w i t h   h e r   h a i r ,   " a n d  

p o u r e d   p e r f u m e   o n   t h e m , "   J e s u s   c o m m e n d e d   h e r  

t o   his  h o s t   a n d   s a i d   t o   h e r ,   " Y o u r   f a i t h   h a s   s a v e d  

y o u ;   g o   i n   p e a c e . " 3  

W h e n   t h e   r e l i g i o u s   l e a d e r s   b r o u g h t   a   w o m a n   t o  

J e s u s   w h o   h a d   b e e n   t a k e n   i n   t h e   v e r y   a c t   o f  

a d u l t r y ,   a n d   p r e s s e d   h i m   t o   a g r e e   w i t h   t h e m   t o  

s t o n e   h e r   t o   d e a t h ,   h e   a n s w e r e d   t h e m ,   " I f   a n y   o f  

y o u   i s   w i t h o u t   s i n ,   l e t   h i m   b e g i n   s t o n i n g   h e r . " 

W h e n   n o n e   d i d   a n d   t h e y   a l l   d e p a r t e d ,   h e   a s k e d   t h e  

w o m a n ,   " H a s   n o   o n e   c o n d e m n e d   y o u ?   ' N o   o n e , 

s i r , '   s h e   r e p l i e d .   'Then  n e i t h e r   d o   I   c o n d e m n   y o u , 

g o   n o w   a n d   l e a v e   y o u r   l i f e   o f   s i n . 4  

H i s   f i n a l   w o r d s   t o   J u d a s ,   t h e   i n f a m o u s   d i s c i p l e  

w h o   b e t r a y e d   h i m ,   w e r e , "Friend, d o   w h a t   y o u  

c a m e   f o r . " 5  

F o r   t h o s e   w h o   a c t u a l l y   n a i l e d   h i m   t o   t h e   c r o s s  

h e   p r a y e d ,   " F a t h e r ,   f o r g i v e   t h e m ,   f o r   t h e y   d o   n o t  

k n o w   w h a t   t h e y   a r e   d o i n g . " 6  

H e   w a s   s t i l l   b e f r i e n d i n g   s i n n e r s   w h i l e   h e   h u n g  

o n   t h e   c r o s s   b e t w e e n   t w o   c r i m i n a l s .   O n e   s a i d   t o  

h i m ,   " J e s u s ,   r e m e m b e r   m e   w h e n   y o u   c o m e   i n t o  

y o u r   k i n g d o m . "   H e   r e p l i e d ,   " I   t e l l   y o u   t h e   t r u t h , 

t o d a y   y o u   w i l l   b e   w i t h   m e   i n   p a r a d i s e . " 7  

P e r h a p s   w e   c o u l d   b e t t e r   s e e   h o w   J e s u s  

b e f r i e n d e d   a n d   h e l p e d   " s i n n e r s "   a n d   o u t c a s t s   i f  

w e   c o n s i d e r e d   i n   m o r e   d e t a i l   a n   e x a m p l e   o f   h i s  

b e f r i e n d i n g   t h e   w o r s t   o f   s i n n e r s   a n d   t h e   w o r s t   o f  

o u t c a s t s . 



Jesus Befriended The Worst Of Sinners 

T h e   w o r s t   o f   s i n n e r s   i n   J e s u s '   d a y   w o u l d   h a v e  

b e e n   a   t a x   c o l l e c t o r .   H e   c a l l e d   o n e   o f   t h e m   t o  

c o m p a n y   w i t h   h i m   f o r   t h r e e   y e a r s   a n d   b e   o n e   o f  

h i s   s p e c i a l l y   c h o s e n   a s s i s t a n t s . 

I t   w o u l d   b e   d i f f i c u l t   t o   u n d e r s t a n d   t h e   u n i q u e  

t h i n g   J e s u s   d i d   i n   c h o o s i n g   a   t a x   c o l l e c t o r   t o   b e  

o n e   o f   h i s   f o l l o w e r s   u n l e s s   w e   h a d   s o m e   i d e a   o f   a  

t a x   c o l l e c t o r s '   p o s i t i o n   i n   t h e   s o c i e t y   i n   w h i c h   h e  

l i v e d . 

A l l   c o n q u e r e d   p e o p l e   h a d   t o   p a y   t a x e s   t o   R o m e . 

T h e   w a y   t h e   R o m a n s   w e n t   a b o u t   c o l l e c t i n g   t h e m  

w a s   t o   s e l l   t h e   r i g h t   t o   c o l l e c t   t h e m   t o  c i t i z e n s   o f  

c o n q u e r e d   c o u n t r i e s .   T h e y   w o u l d   a s s e s s   a   d i s t r i c t  

a t   a   c e r t a i n   a m o u n t   a n d   t h e n   s e l l   t h e   r i g h t   t o  

c o l l e c t   t h e   t a x e s   w i t h i n   i t   t o   t h e   h i g h e s t   b i d d e r . 

A s   l o n g   a s   t h e   b u y e r   g a v e   t h e   a s s e s s e d   a m o u n t   t o  

R o m e   a t   t h e   e n d   o f   t h e   y e a r ,   h e   c o u l d   k e e p  

w h a t e v e r   e l s e   h e   c o u l d   e x t r a c t   f r o m   t h e   p e o p l e  

b e y o n d   t h a t   a m o u n t .   S o   a   t a x   c o l l e c t o r   i n   J e s u s ' 

d a y   w o u l d   h a v e   b e e n   a   J e w   w h o   c o l l e c t e d   t a x e s   f o r  

t h e   R o m a n s   a n d   f l e e c e d   h i s   o w n   p e o p l e   f o r   a l l   h e  

c o u l d   g e t   o u t   o f   t h e m . 

O f   a l l   t h e   p e o p l e   i n   P a l e s t i n e ,   t a x   c o l l e c t o r s  

w e r e   c o n s i d e r e d   t h e   w o r s t .   T h e y   w e r e   c l a s s i f i e d  

a l o n g   w i t h   r o b b e r s   a n d   m u r d e r e r s .   T h e y   w e r e  

r e g a r d e d   a s   t r a i t o r s .   T h e y   w o u l d   b e   e q u i v a l e n t   t o  
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t o d a y ' s   p i m p ,   c h i 1 d   m o l e s t e r ,   r a p i s t ,   p o r n o   k i n g , 

s o d o m i z e r ,   t h i e f   o r   a l l   o f   t h e s e   p u t   t o g e t h e r . 

T h e   r e l i g i o u s   p e o p l e   o f   J e s u s '   d a y   w o u l d   h a v e  

n o t h i n g   t o   d o   w i t h   t a x   c o l l e c t o r s .   T o   t h e m   t h e y  

w e r e   d e s p i c a b l e   s i n n e r s   w h o   w o u l d   i n   t i m e   b e  

f u e l i n g   t h e   f i r e s   o f   h e l l .   T h e y   a c t u a l l y   f o r b i d   t h e m  

t o   a t t e n d   t h e i r   p l a c e s   o f   w o r s h i p .   A n y o n e   w h o  

a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   t h e m   w a s   i n   d a n g e r   o f   l o s i n g   t h e i r  

r e p u t a t i o n   a n d   b e i n g   o s t r a c i z e d   f r o m   s o c i e t y . 

T h i s   d i d n ' t   s e e m   t o   m a t t e r   t o   J e s u s .   H e   c a r e d  

m o r e   a b o u t   t a x   c o l l e c t o r s   t h a n   h e   d i d   h i s  

r e p u t a t i o n   o r   p o s i t i o n   i n   s o c i e t y .   T h a t ' s   w h y   h e  

s p e n t   t i m e   w i t h   t h e m   a t t e n d i n g   t h e i r   p a r t i e s   a n d  

e a t i n g   a n d   d r i n k i n g   w i t h   t h e m .   A n d   t h e y   l o v e d   h i m  

f o r   i t ,   a n d   s o u g h t   h i s   c o m p a n y .   T h e y   r e a d i l y  

r e c e i v e d   h i m   a s   a   w e l c o m e d   a n d   h o n o r e d   g u e s t   a t  

t h e i r   g a t h e r i n g s . 

W h e n   h i s   e n e m i e s   r e b u k e d   h i m   f o r   s p e n d i n g  

t i m e   w i t h   s u c h   h o r r i b l e   s i n n e r s , "   h e   a n s w e r e d  

t h e m   b y   s a y i n g ,   " I   h a v e   n o t   c o m e   t o   c a l l   t h e  

r i g h t e o u s ,   b u t   s i n n e r s   t o   r e p e n t a n c e . "   A n d   a g a i n , 

"The  S o n   o f   M a n   h a s   c o m e   t o   s e e k   a n d   t o   s a v e   t h a t  

w h i c h   w a s   l o s t . " 8  


Jesus Touched An Untouchable 

T h e   b e s t   e x a m p l e   o f   a n   outcast  i n   J e s u s '   d a y  

w o u l d   h a v e   b e e n   a   l e p e r .   L e p r o s y   h a s   a l w a y s   b e e n  

c o n s i d e r e d   a n   u n c l e a n   d i s e a s e   a n d   h a s   b e e n  

a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   s h a m e   a n d   h o r r o r   l e a v i n g   t h e  

d i s e a s e d   p e r s o n   f e e l i n g   g u i l t y   f o r   t h e i r   c o n d i t i o n . 

I n   J e s u s '   d a y   l e p e r s   w e r e   h a t e d   u n t i l   t h e y   c a m e  

t o   h a t e   t h e m s e l v e s .   T h e y   w e r e   s o   s h u n n e d   a n d  

d e s p i s e d   t h a t   t h e y   o f t e n   e n d e d   u p   t a k i n g   t h e i r  

o w n   l i v e s .   U p o n   c o n t r a c t i n g   l e p r o s y   p e o p l e   w e r e  

i m m e d i a t e l y   b a n i s h e d   f r o m   s o c i e t y   a n d   c o m p e l l e d  

t o   l i v e   l o n e l y ,   i s o l a t e d   l i v e s .   W h e n e v e r   l e p e r s  

c a m e   w i t h i n   s h o u t i n g   d i s t a n c e   o f   n o n- l e p e r s   t h e y  

w e r e   r e q u i r e d   b y   l a w   t o   s h o u t ,   U n c l e a n !   U n c l e a n !   ' 

I f   t h e y   g o t   t o o   c l o s e ,   p e o p l e   w o u l d   t h r o w   r o c k s   a t  

t h e m .   A   l e p e r   s u f f e r e d   a s   m u c h   f r o m   l o n l i n e s s   a s  

h e   d i d   f r o m   h i s   d i s e a s e .   H e   w a s   u s u a l l y   s i c k   o f  

m i n d   a s   w e l l   a s   o f   b o d y . 

O n   m o r e   t h a n   o n e   o c c a s s i o n   J e s u s   h a d  

e n c o u n t e r s   w i t h   l e p e r s   a n d   a l w a y s   d e a l t   w i t h   t h e m  

k i n d l y   a n d   m e r c i f u l l y .   H e   o f t e n   h e a l e d   t h e m . 9     O n  

o n e   o c c a s i o n   a   m a n   " w h o   w a s   c o v e r e d   w i t h  

l e p r o s y "   a p p r o a c h e d   h i m   b e g g i n g ,   " L o r d ,   i f   y o u   a r e  

w i l l i n g ,   y o u   c a n   m a k e   m e   c l e a n . "   H e   r e s p o n d e d   t o  

h i m   b y   d o i n g   t h e   u n t h i n k a b l e ;   h e   t o u c h e d   t h e  

m a n . "   T h e n   s a i d   t o   h i m ,   "I  am  w i l l i n g ,   b e   c l e a n ! " 

" A n d   i m m e d i a t e l y   t h e   l e p r o s y   l e f t   h i m . "1 0  

T o u c h i n g   t h i s   l e p e r   w a s   o n e   o f   t h e   m o s t  

r e m a r k a b l e   t h i n g s   J e s u s   d i d   i n   h i s   e n t i r e   m i n i s t r y . 

H e   t o u c h e d   t h e   u n t o u c h a b l e !   H e   t o u c h e d   a  

d i s e a s e d ,   u n c l e a n ,   d e s p i s e d ,   g u i l t - l a d e n ,   r e j e c t e d  

l e p e r .   H i s   h a n d   w e n t   o u t   t o   o n e   f r o m   w h o m  

e v e r y o n e   e l s e   w i t h d r e w .   N o   o n e   i n   h i s   d a y   h a d  

e v e r   d o n e   s u c h   a   t h i n g . 

J e s u s   m a d e   t o u c h i n g   t h e   u n t o u c h a b l e ,   l o v i n g  

t h e   u n l o v a b l e ,   a n d   f o r g i v i n g   t h e   u n f o r g i v a b l e   t h e  

v e r y   e s s e n c e   o f   h i s   m i n i s t r y .   A n d   f o r   t w e n t y  

c e n t u r i e s   C h r i s t i a n i t y   h a s   l e d   t h e   w a y   i n   t o u c h in g  

t h e   u n t o u c h a b l e s   o f   t h e   w o r l d .   I t   h a s   t h r i v e d   o n    

r e a c h i n g   o u t   t o   t h e   d e s p i s e d   a n d   r e j e c t e d .   I t   h a s  

d o n e   m o r e   t o   h e l p   t h e   e n s l a v e d ,   i m p r i s o n e d ,   p o o r , 

w e a k ,   a n d   u n w a n t e d   t h a n   a n y   o t h e r .   O n e   c a n n o t  

c a l l   h i m s e l f   a   t r u e   d i s c i p l e   o f   J e s u s   u n l e s s   h e   h a s  

k i s s e d   a   f r o g   a n d   t u r n e d   h i m   i n t o   a   p r i n c e ,   a n d  

t o u c h e d   a   l e p e r   a n d   m a d e   h i m   w h o l e . 
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        HE MET WITH SUCH AMAZING HOSTILITY 

 

O n e   o f   t h e   d i f f i c u l t   t h i n g s   t o   u n d e r s t a n d   a b o u t  

J e s u s   i s   t h a t   s o   m a n y   p e o p l e   r e a c t e d   t o   h i m   w i t h  

s u c h   h o s t i l i t y .   S o m e   o f   t h e m   c a m e   t o   h a t e   h i m   s o  

t h a t   t h e y   w o u l d   n o t   r e s t   u n t i l   t h e y   s a w   h i m  

e x e c u t e d .   T h o s e   w h o   h a v e   c o m e   t o   k n o w   h i m   f i n d  

i t   h a r d   t o   u n d e r s t a n d   w h y   a n y o n e   w h o   l o v e d   a n d  

s e r v e d   o t h e r s   a s   h e   d i d   c o u l d   h a v e   b e e n   s o  

s a v a g e l y   r e s i s t e d   a n d   h a t e d   b y   s o   m a n y . 

W h y   w a s   h e   s o   o p p o s e d   t h a t   h i s   e n e m i e s   f i n a l l y  

e x e c u t e d   h i m   i n   s u c h   a   h o r r i b l e   m a n n e r ?   W h a t   w a s  

h i s   c r i m e ?   W h a t   e v i l   h a d   h e   d o n e ?   W h o   h a d   h e  

o f f e n d e d ?   H o w   c o u l d   o n e   s o   p e r f e c t   i n   a l l   h i s   w a y s  

i n c u r   s u c h   h o s t i l i t y ? 

W h a t   k i n d   o f   p e o p l e   c o u l d   d o   s u c h   a   m e a n , 

h a t e f u l ,   t e r r i b l e   t h i n g   t o   s u c h   a   l o v e l y   p e r s o n   a s  

J e s u s ?   I t ' s   h a r d   t o   b e l i e v e   t h a t   a n y o n e   c o u l d   h a t e  

h i m   t h a t   m u c h ,   e s p e c i a l l y   t h e   r e l i g i o u s   p e o p l e   o f  

h i s   d a y .   Y e t ,   t h e y   w e r e   t h e   d r i v i n g   f o r c e   b e h i n d  

h i s   o p p o s i t i o n . 


 Identifying The Enemies Of Jesus 

T h e  


i d e n t i f i a b l e  

p e o p l e  

r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  

o p p o s i n g   a n d   f i n a l l y   k i l l i n g   J e s u s   c a m e   f r o m   f o u r  

r e l i g i o u s   o r   p o l i t i c a l   sects  o f   t h e   J e w s   w h o  

c o n s p i r e d   t o g e t h e r   t o   d o   a w a y   w i t h   h i m .   W h a t  

r e a l l y   k i l l e d   h i m   w a s   m a n ' s   h a t r e d   f o r   G o d .   G o d  

h a d   e n t e r e d   t h e   w o r l d   o f   m e n   a n d   l i v e d   a m o n g  

t h e m   i n   t h e   p e r s o n   o f   J e s u s   a n d   t h e y   c o u l d n ' t  

s t a n d   h a v i n g   h i m   i n   t h e i r   m i d s t .   T h e   b r i l l i a n c e   o f  

h i s   l i f e   r e v e a l e d   t h e   d a r k n e s s   o f   t h e i r s .   A n d   r a t h e r  

t h a n   c o m e   t o   t h e   l i g h t ,   t h e y   s o u g h t   t o   e x t i n g u i s h  

i t .   A s   J e s u s   t o l d   h i s   c o n t e m p o r a r i e s ,   " L i g h t   h a s  

c o m e   i n t o   t h e   w o r l d ,   b u t   m e n   l o v e d   d a r k n e s s  

i n s t e a d   o f   l i g h t   b e c a u s e   t h e i r   d e e d s   w e r e   e v i l . " 1  




By Nature People Hate God 

P e o p l e   d o   n o t   n a t u r a l l y   l o v e   G o d ;   i n   f a c t ,   t h e y  

h a t e   h i m .   T h e y   m a y   s a y   t h e y   l o v e   h i m ,   b u t   d e e p  

d o w n   i n   t h e i r   h e a r t s   t h e y   r e a l l y   d o n ' t .   T h e y  

a c t u a l l y   l i v e   a t   e n m i t y   w i t h   h i m .   P a u l   w r o t e   t h a t  

" t h e   m i n d   o f   s i n f u l   m a n . . . i s   h o s t i l e   t o   G o d . "   H e  

r e m i n d e d   b e l i e v e r s   t h a t   t h e y   h a d   b e e n   " G o d ' s  

enemies" b e f o r e   c o m i n g   t o   f a i t h   i n   J e s u s .   H e   s a i d , 

" O n c e   y o u   w e r e   a l i e n a t e d   f r o m   God  a n d   w e r e  

enemies  i n   y o u   m i n d s   b e c a u s e   o f   y o u r   e v i l  

b e h a v i o r . " 2  

P e o p l e   s e l d o m   c o m e   r i g h t   o u t   a n d   s a y   t h a t   G o d  

i s   t h e i r   e n e m y .   T h e y   l i k e   t o   t h i n k   t h a t   t h e y ' r e  

r e a l l y   o n   h i s   s i d e   a n d   s u p p o r t   w h a t   h e ' s   d o i n g .   I f  

t h e y   a r e   b r o u g h t   f a c e   t o   f a c e   w i t h   h i m ,   o r   i f   t h e i r  

w a y   o f   l i f e   b e c o m e s   t h r e a t e n e d   b y   h i m   i n   a n y   w a y , 

y o u   w i l l   f i n d   t h e m   r e a c t i n g   t o   h i m   l i k e   a   c a t  

c o r n e r e d   b y   a   d o g .   T h e i r   c l a w s   w i l l   b e   b a r e d   a n d  

t h e i r   h a i r   w i l l   s t a n d   o n   e n d   a s   t h e i r   h a t r e d   f o r   G o d  

s u r f a c e s .   E v e n   a   m o u s e   w i l l   f i g h t   i f   i t   s e n s e s   t h a t  

a n   e n e m y   h a s   i t   c o r n e r e d . 




People Today Attack Jesus Indirectly 

R a r e l y   d o e s   a n y o n e   t o d a y   a t t a c k   J e s u s   d i r e c t l y  

a s   t h e y   d i d   w h e n   h e   w a s   h e r e .   T h e y   g o   a f t e r   h i m  

i n d i r e c t l y .   T h e y   a t t a c k   t h o s e   t h e y   t h i n k   r e p r e s e n t  

h i m .   T h e y   a s s a i l   w h a t   t h e y   c a l l   t h e   " r e l i g i o u s  

r i g h t "   o r   " f u n d a m e n t a l i s t   C h r i s t i a n s . "   T h e y  

c r i t i c a l l y   l a b e l   C h r i s t i a n t y   a s   " P u r i ta n i s m "   o r  

" a n t i q u a t e d   m o r a l i t y . "  T h e y   c e n s u r e   w e l l   k n o w n  

C h r i s t i a n   l e a d e r s . 

T o   s e e   w h a t   l e d   t h e   e n e m i e s   o f   J e s u s   t o   h a v e  

s u c h   h a t r e d   f o r   h i m   t h a t   t h e y   a t t a c k e d   h i m  

d i r e c t l y ,   i s   t o   g e t   i n s i d e   m a n   a n d   s e e   w h a t   t h e r e   i s  

a b o u t   h i m   t h a t   c a u s e s   h i m   t o   b e   a t   e n m i t y   w i t h  

G o d .   L e t ' s   t a k e   a   l o o k   a t   t h o s e   e n e m i e s   a n d   s e e  

w h a t   w e   c a n   d i s c o v e r . 

 The Opposition Of The Scribes And Pharisees 

T h e   g r o u p   t h a t   o p p o s e d   J e s u s   l o n g e s t   a n d   m o s t  

c o n s i s t e n t l y   w a s   t h e   P h a r i s e e s .   T h e y   w e r e   a  

r e l i g i o u s   g r o u p   t h a t   h a d   r e p l a c e d   G o d ' s   w o r d   w i t h  

t h e i r   o w n   s e t   o f   r u l e s   a n d   r e g u l a t i o n s.     T h e y   h a d  

c o m e   t o   b e l i e v e   t h a t   b y   k e e p i n g   t h e m   t h e y   w e r e  

a c t u a l l y   k e e p i n g   G o d ' s   w o r d .   T h i s   h a d   l e d   t h e m   t o  

b e   f i l l e d   w i t h   p r i d e   i n   t h e i r   a c h i e v e m e n t   a n d   h a d  

r e s u l t e d   i n   t h e i r   l o o k i n g   w i t h   c o n t e m p t   o n  

e v e r y o n e   w h o   w a s   n o t   o n e   o f   t h e i r   g r o u p .   I t   a l s o  

l e d   t h e m   t o   b e l i e v e   t h a t   t h e y   w e r e   t h e   o n l y   o n e s  

q u a l i f i e d   t o   b e   t h e   r e l i g i o u s   t e a c h e r s   o f   t h e i r  

p e o p l e .     T h e y   f e l t   t h a t   t h e y   a l o n e   s h o u l d   h a v e   t h e  

r i g h t   t o   b e   c a l l e d   " t e a c h e r "   a n d   b e   h o n o r e d  

w h e r e v e r   t h e y   w e n t . 

T h e y   t r i e d   t o   i m p r e s s   p e o p l e   w i t h   t h e i r   p i e t y  

a n d   p o s i t i o n   b y   g o i n g   t h r o u g h   c e r e m o n i a l   r i t u a l s  

i n   p u b l i c   p l a c e s .   J e s u s   d e n o u n c e d   t h e m   f o r   t h e i r  
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i n s i n c e r i t y   a n d   s a i d   t h a t   t h e y   w e r e   h y p o c r i t e s   w h o  

h a d   n o   r e a l   l o v e   f o r   e i t h e r   G o d   o r   man.  T h e y   w e r e  

s o   f a n a t i c a l l y   c o m m i t t e d   t o   t h e i r   o w n   r e l i g i o u s  

s y s t e m   t h a t   t h e i r   m i n d s   w e r e   a b s o l u t e l y   c l o s e d   t o  

c o n s i d e r i n g   t e a c h i n g   f r o m   a n y o n e   o u t s i d e   t h e i r  

o w n   g r o u p ,   e v e n   i f   i t   c a m e   f r o m   t h e   S o n   o f   G o d . 

J e s u s   s a i d   t h a t   t h e y   e x h a l t e d   t h e   i n s i g n i f i c a n t  

a n d   r e f u s e d   t o   c o n s i d e r   w h a t   w a s   r e a l l y  

i m p o r t a n t .   T h e y   m a j o r e d   i n   m i n o r s .   H e   c o n d e m n e d  

t h e m   f o r   m a k i n g   m u c h   a d o   a b o u t   n o t h i n g   s a y i n g , 

" Y o u   h a v e   n e g l e c t e d   t h e   m o r e   i m p o r t a n t   m a t t e r s  

o f   t h e   l a w   -   j u s t i c e ,   m e r c y ,   a n d   f a i t h f u l n e s s . " 3  

T h e   m a i n   r e a s o n   t h e   P h a r i s e e s   h a t e d   J e s u s   a n d  

s o u g h t   t o   d o   a w a y   w i t h   h i m   w a s   b e c a u s e   h e   d i d n ' t  

l i n e   u p   w i t h   t h e m .   T h e y   c l a i m e d   t h a t   h e   w a s  

u n e d u c a t e d   a n d   u n q u a l i f i e d   t o   b e   a   p r o f e s s i o n a l  

t e a c h e r   l i k e   t h e m.   H e   w a s   s a y i n g   t h i n g s   t h a t   w e r e  

t e r r i b l y   o f f e n s i v e   a n d   u n t r u e . 4   H e   e v e n   t a u g h t  

t h a t   G o d   l o v e d   s i n n e r s   a n d   f r e e l y   r e c e i v e d   t h e m . 

T h e y   s a i d   h e   w a s   a   d e l i b e r a t e   l a w b r e a k e r   w h o  

v i o l a t e d   r e l i g i o u s   d a y s   a n d   c l e a n s i n g   r i t e s.   H e  

e n c o u r a g e d   o t h e r s   t o   d o   t h e   s a m e .   H e   w a s   a   s i n n e r  

b e c a u s e   h e   w a s   n o t   o n e   o f   t h e m .   H e   e v e n   s o u g h t  

o u t   s i n n e r s   a n d   a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   t h e m .   H e   w a s   a  

h e r e t i c   w h o   n e e d e d   t o   b e   s i l e n c e d .   T h e y   s t a r t e d  

m a k i n g   p l a n s   t o   g e t   r i d   o f   h i m   e a r l y   i n   h i s  

m i n i s t r y .   T o d a y ' s   P h a r i s e e s   s t i l l   w a n t   h i m   s i l e n c e d  

f o r   a l l   t h e   s a m e   r e a s o n s . 




The Opposition Of The Sadducees 

T h e   S a d d u c e e s   w e r e   a   r i c h   m a n ' s   p o l i t i c a l   a n d  

r e l i g i o u s   p a r t y .   T h e y   w e r e   l i b e r a l   i n   t h e i r   p o l i t i c s , 

r e l i g i o n ,   a n d   l i f e s t y l e .   T h e y   w e r e   s e c u l a r , 

m a t e r i a l i s t i c ,   a n d   w o r l d l y   i n   t h e i r   o u t l o o k .   T h e i r  

r e l i g i o n   w a s   s u b s e r v i e n t   t o   t h e i r   p o l i t i c s .   T h e y   h a d  

c o l l a b o r a t e d   w i t h   R o m e   a n d   r u l e d   w i t h   R o m e ' s  

c o n s e n t   p r o v i d i n g   t h e y   w e r e   a b l e   t o   m a i n t a i n   l a w  

a n d   o r d e r .   T h e y   c o n t r o l l e d   t h e   r u l i n g   b o d y   o f   t h e  

J e w s   ( t h e   S a n h e d r i n )   a n d   t h e r e f o r e   t h e i r   n a t i o n ' s  

i n t e r e s t s   a t   h o m e   a n d   a b r o a d .   O n e   o f   t h e i r   n u m b e r  

w a s   c h o s e n   b y   R o m e   a s   H i g h   P r i e s t   w h i c h   w a s   t h e  

t h e   h i g h e s t   p o l i t i c a l   a n d   r e l i g i o u s   o f f i c e   i n   t h e  

l a n d . 

T h e   S a d d u c e e s   p o s i t i o n ,   p o w e r ,   w e a l t h ,   a n d  

l i f e s t y l e   d e p e n d e d   o n   t h e i r   a b i l i t y   t o   m a i n t a i n  

R o m a n   p e a c e   i n   t h e   l a n d .   T h e y   t h e r e f o r e   c o u l d   n o t  

a l l o w   d i s t u r b a n c e s   o r   u p r i s i n g s   o f   a n y   k i n d   t o  

o c c u r .   T h e   t h r e a t   o r   e v e n   t h e   s u s p i c i o n   o f   t r o u b l e  

h a d   t o   b e   c r u s h e d   i m m e d i a t e l y .   T h e y   w e r e  

p r e p a r e d   t o   d o   w h a t e v e r   i t   t o o k   t o   s t o p   i t . 

I t   w a s   i n e v i t a b l e   t h a t   t h e   S a d d u c e e s   w o u l d   s e e  

J e s u s   a s   a   t h r e a t   t o   t h e i r   w a y   o f  l i f e .   H e   s e e m e d   t o  

b e   i n c i t i n g   t r o u b l e .   H e   w a s   g a t h e r i n g   c r o w d s   a n d  

t e a c h i n g   n e w   r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,   e x p l o s i v e   t h i n g s .   H e  

w a s   c r i t i z i n g   t h e   s t a t u s   q u o .   H e   w a s   s t i r r i n g  

p e o p l e   u p .   H e   w a s   a   d a r k   c l o u d   g a t h e r i n g .   B e c a u s e  

t h e y   k n e w   t h a t   R o m e   w o u l d   n o t   t o l e r a t e   a n y t h i n g  

t h a t   t h r e a t e n e d   t h e i r   p e a c e ,   h e   w a s   a   t h r e a t   t o  

e v e r y t h i n g   t h e y   h e l d   d e a r .   T h e i r   r i c h ,   p o w e r f u l , 

c o m f o r t a b l e   w a y   o f   l i f e   w a s   i n   d a n g e r .   E i t h e r   J e s u s  

h a d   t o   g o   o r   t h e y   m i g h t   l o s e   i t   a l l .   T o   e n s u r e   t h e i r  

o w n   l u x u r i o u s   l i f e s t y l e   t h e y   j o i n e d   w i t h   t h e  

P h a r i s e e s   i n   a   p l a n   t o   d o   a w a y   w i t h   h i m   -   a n d   t h e y  

e v e n t u a l l y   s u c c e e d e d . 




The Opposition Of The Priests 

A   t h i r d   g r o u p   t h a t   s t r o n g l y   o p p o s e d   J e s u s   w a s  

t h e   t e m p l e   p r i e s t s   i n   J e r u s a l e m .   Y o u   d o n ' t   h e a r  

m u c h   a b o u t   t h e m   u n t i l   J e s u s   c o m e s   t o   J e r u s a l e m  

f o r   h i s   f i n a l   d a y s   o f   m i n i s t r y   b e c a u s e   h i s   w o r k  

c e n t e r e d   i n   G a l i l e e   a n d   t h e i r s   i n   J e r u s a l e m .   O n c e  

h e   c a m e   t o   J e r u s a l e m   t h e y   b e g a n   t o   s t r o n g l y  

o p p o s e   h i m .   T h e y   a r e   c o n t i n u a l l y   p i c t u r e d   p l o t t i n g  

t o   d o   a w a y   w i t h   h i m . 

T h e y   a p p e a r   i n   s c e n e   a f t e r   s c e n e .   I t   w a s   t o  

t h e m   t h a t   J u d a s   I s c a r i o t   w e n t   w i t h   h i s   o f f e r   o f  

b e t r a y a l .   T h e y   c o m p l e t e l y   c o n t r o l l e d   J e s u s '   m o c k  

t r i a l   a t   t h e   h o u s e   o f   C a i a p h a s   t h e   h i g h   p r i e s t .   T h e y  

w e r e   t h e   o n e s   w h o   d e l i v e r e d   h i m   t o   P i l a t e   t h e  

R o m a n   g o v e r n o r   a n d   c a l l e d   f o r   h i s   d e a t h .   T h e y   l e d  

t h e   m o b   i n   s h o u t i n g   f o r   h i s   c r u c i f i x i o n .   T h e y  

m o c k e d   h i m   a s   h e   h u n g   o n   t h e   c r o s s .   T h e y   u r g e d  

P i l a t e   t o   s e t   a   s e a l   o n   h i s   t o m b   t o   i n s u r e   t h a t   h i s  

d i s c i p l e s   w o u l d n ' t   s t e a l   hi.s  b o d y   a n d   c l a i m   t h a t   h e  

w a s   r a i s e d   f r o m   t h e   d e a d .   T h e y   t r i e d   t o   b r i b e   a w a y  

t h e   e v i d e n c e   o f   t h e   e m p t y   t o m b . 

W h y   a l l   t h i s   e n m i t y   a g a i n s t   J e s u s ?   W h y   d i d   t h e  

p r i e s t s   h a t e   h i m   s o ?   F o r   t h e   s a m e   r e a s o n   t h a t   t h e  

S a d d u c e e s   d i d .   H e   t h r e a t e n e d   t h e i r   r i c h ,   e a s y  

l i f e s t y l e .   T h e y   c o u l d   s e e   t h a t   e i t h e r   h e   h a d   t o   g o  

o r   h e   m i g h t   b r i n g   a n   e n d   t o   t h e   p r i e s t h o o d   w i t h   i t s  

l u x u r i o u s   w a y   o f   l i f e . 

T h e   p r i e s t s   w e r e   a   r i c h ,   p r i v i l e g e d   g r o u p   i n   a  

c o m p a r a t i v e l y   p o o r   c o u n t r y .   T h e y   l i v e d   i n   g r e a t e r  

l u x u r y   a n d   e a s e   t h a n   a n y   o t h e r   p e o p l e   i n   t h e   l a n d . 

J o s e p h u s ,   t h e   J e w i s h   h i s t o r i a n   i n f o r m s   u s   t h a t  

t h e r e   w e r e   1 0 0 , 0 0 0   p r i e s t s   w h o   s e r v e d   i n   t h e  

t e m p l e   i n   J e r u s a l e m   a n d   t h e y   a ll   s e r v e d   o n l y   a t  

t h e   g r e a t   a n n u a l   f e a s t s .   O t h e r w i s e   t h e y   w e r e  

d i v i d e d   i n t o   t w e n t y - f o u r   g r o u p s   w i t h   e a c h   s e r v i n g  

o n l y   t w o   w e e k s   o u t   o f   t h e   y e a r .   A   p r i e s t ' s   w o r k i n g  

y e a r   a m o u n t e d   t o   n o   m o r e   t h a n   f i v e   w e e k s ,   a n d  

h i s   p a y   f o r   t h i s   w a s   e n o r m o u s . 

H o w   d o e s   k n o w i n g   t h i s   h e l p   u s   u n d e r s t a n d   w h y  

t h e y   h a t e d   J e s u s   s o ?   B e c a u s e   h e   w a s   t h e   s u p r e m e  

c h a l l e n g e   t o   t h e   w h o l e  p r i e s t l y   s y s t e m .   F o r  

c e n t u r i e s   G o d   h a d   b e e n   d e n o u n c i n g   t h e   p r i e st l y  

s y s t e m   w i t h   i t s   s a c r i f i c e s   a n d   r i t u a l s .   H e   h a d  

c a l l e d   f o r   b r o k e n ,   r e p e n t a n t   h e a r t s   a n d   ri g h t e o u s  
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l i v i n g .   5     I n   J e s u s   t h e   m a t t e r   h a d   c o m e   t o   a   h e a d . 

H e   c o n t i n u a l l y   c a l l e d   f o r   l i f e ,   n o t   r i t u a l .   M o r e   t h a n  

o n c e   h e   d e c l a r e d ,   " G o   a n d   l e a r n   w h a t   t h i s  

m e a n s :   ' I   d e s i r e   m e r c y ,   n o t   s a c r i f i c e . ' "6   H e   s a i d ,   " I  

h a v e   c o m e   t h a t   t h e y   m a y   h a v e   l i f e ,   a n d   h a v e   i t   t o  

t h e   f u l l . " 7     T h e   p r i e s t s   c o u l d   s e e   t h e   h a n d   w r i t i n g  

o n   t h e   w a l l .   T h e y   w o u l d   b e   d o o m e d   i f   J e s u s  

p e r s i s t e d .   H e   h a d   t o   g o ,   a n d   g o   q u i c k l y .   I t   w a s  

s i m p l y   p o c k e t b o o k   p r o t e c t i o n . 




The Opposition Of The Herodlans 

T h e   H e r o d i a n s   w e r e   a   f o u r t h   g r o u p   t h a t  

c o n s p i r e d   t o   d o   a w a y   w i t h   J e s u s .   M a r k   w r i t e s   i n  

h i s   g o s p e l ,   " T h e n   t h e   P h a r i s e e s   w e n t   o u t   a n d  

b e g a n   t o   p l o t   w i t h   t h e   H e r o d i a n s   h o w   t h e y   m i g h t  

k i l l   J e s u s . 8  

T h e   H e r o d i a n s '   r e a s o n   f o r   w a n t i n g   t o   d o   a w a y  

w i t h   J e s u s   w a s   s i m i l i a r   t o   t h a t   o f   t h e   S a d d u c e e s . 

B o t h   w e r e   p o l i t i c a l   p a r t i e s   o f   t h e   r i c h   w h o   w e r e  

c o n c e r n e d   w i t h   c o n t r o l   o f   t h e   c o u n t r y   a n d  

m a i n t a i n i n g   t h e   s t a t u s   q u o . 

T h e   d i f f e r e n c e   b e t w e e n   t h e m   w a s   t h a t   t h e  

S a d d u c e e s   w a n t e d   t o   r u l e   t h r o u g h   t h e i r   r u l i n g  

b o d y   w i t h   R o m a n   o v e r s i g h t   a n d   a   R o m a n   g o v e r n o r  

p r e s e n t   t o   i n s u r e   p e a c e .   T h e   H e r o d i a n s ,   o n   t h e  

o t h e r   h a n d ,   w a n t e d   m o r e   d i s t a n t   r u l e   f r o m   R o m e  

t h r o u g h   a   c l i e n t   k i n g   f r o m   t h e   H e r o d   D y n a s t y .   T h e  

H e r o d i a n s   s t o o d   a g a i n s t   J e s u s   b e c a u s e   h i s   c l a i m   t o  

b e   G o d   a n d   k i n g   c o n f l i c t e d   w i t h   t h e i r   p o l i t i c a l  

a m b i t i o n   o f   h a v i n g   a   H e r o d   o n   t h e   t h r o n e .   H e   h a d  

t o   g o .   I t   w a s   a   m a t t e r   o f   p o l i t i c a l   e x p e d i e n c y . 

S o u n d   f a m i l i a r ? 
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        HIS AMAZGING GRACE 

Jesus  can  offer  himself  to  us  as  an 

i n e x h a u s t i b l e   r e s o u r c e   o f   h e l p   b e c a u s e   h e   i s   a  

l i m i t l e s s   s o u r c e   o f   G o d ' s   g r a c e .   T h e   A p o s t l e   J o h n  

p o i n t s   t h i s   o u t   i n   a   s t a t e m e n t   h e   m a k e s   a b o u t  

J e s u s   i n   h i s   g o s p e l   w h e n   h e   w r i t e s ,   " A n d   f r o m   h i s  

f u l l n e s s   h a v e   w e   a l l   r e c e i v e d ,   g r a c e   u p o n   g r a c e . " 1  

T h e   A m p l i f i e d   N e w   T e s t a m e n t   a d d s   e m p h a s i s   t o  

t h i s   a s   i t   r e a d s ,   " F o r   o u t   o f   h i s   f u l l n e s s  

( a b u n d a n c e )   w e   a l l   r e c e i v e d   -   a l l   h a d   a   s h a r e   a n d  

w e   w e r e   a l l   s u p p l i e d   w i t h   -   o n e   g r a c e   a f t e r  

a n o t h e r   a n d   s p i r i t u a l   b l e s s i n g   u p o n   s p i r i t u a l  

b l e s s i n g ,   a n d   e v e n   f a v o r   u p o n   f a v o r   a n d   g i f t  

( h e a p e d )   u p o n   g i f t . " 

T h e   e m p h a s i s   i n   t h i s   v e r s e   i s   o n   " f u l l n e s s . " 

G r a c e   a n d   b l e s s i n g   a r e   s a i d   t o   i s s u e   o u t   o f   t h e  

" f u l l n e s s "   t h a t   w a s   i n   J e s u s .   T h e   w o r d   " f u l l n e s s "   a s  

u s e d   h e r e   i s   a   g r e a t   w o r d .   I t   i s   t h e   G r e e k   w o r d  

pleroma a n d   i s   u s e d   t o   r e f e r   t o   t h e   s u m   t o t a l   o f   a l l  

t h a t   i s   i n   G o d .   T h e   A p o s t l e   P a u l   u s e s   t h e   w o r d   i n   a  

c o u p l e   o f   s t a t e m e n t s   h e   m a k e s   i n   h i s   l e t t e r   t o   t h e 

C o l o s s i a n s .   H e   w r i t e s ,   " F o r   G o d   w a s   p l e a s e d   t o  

h a v e   a l l   h i s   fullness  d w e l l   i n   h i m   ( C h r i s t ) . " 2   A n d  

a g a i n ,   " F o r   i n   C h r i s t   a l l   t h e   fullness  o f   Deity l i v e s   i n  

b o d i l y   f o r m ,   a n d   y o u   h a v e   t h i s   fullness  i n   C h r i s t . " 3  

H e   m a k e s   i t   c l e a r   t h a t   i n   J e s u s   w e   h a v e   a l l   t h e r e   i s  

o f   G o d .   W e   h a v e   a l l   o f   h i s   l o v e ,   g r a c e ,   m e r c y , 

w i s d o m ,   a n d   a l l   e l s e   t h a t   i s   i n   H i m .   B e c a u s e   o f  

t h i s ,   J e s u s   b e c o m e s   a n   i n e x h a u s t i b l e   s o u r c e   o f  

h e l p   t o   t h o s e   w h o   r e c e i v e   h i m .   T h e y   c a n   g o   t o   h i m  

w i t h   w h a t e v e r   n e e d   t h e y   m a y   h a v e   a n d   f i n d   i n   h i m  

t h e   r e s o u r c e   t o   m e e t   i t . 



The Illustration of the Seven "I Am" Sayings 

T h e   s e v e n   " I   a m "   s a y i n g s   o f   J e s u s   i n   J o h n ' s  

g o s p e l   h e l p   u s   t o   s e e   h i m   a s   a   n e v e r   e n d i n g   s o u r c e  

o f   h e l p .   I n   t h e s e   s a y i n g s   h e   a c t u a l l y   p r e s e n t s  

h i m s e l f   a s   G o d   c o m e   t o   m e e t   m a n ' s   n e e d .   T o   t h o s e  

w h o   a r e   h u n g r y   a n d   t h i r s t y   o f   s o u l   h e   s a y s ,   " I   a m  

t h e   b r e a d   o f   l i f e .   H e   w h o   c o m e s   t o   m e   w i l l   never  g o  

h u n g r y ,   a n d   h e   w h o   b e l i e v e s   i n   m e   w i l l   n e v e r   b e  

t h i r s t y . " 4   T o   t h o s e   g r o p i n g   i n   d a r k n e s s   a n d   i n  

n e e d   o f   l i g h t   f o r   t h e i r   p a t h   h e   s a y s ,   " I   a m   t h e   l i g h t  

o f   t h e   w o r l d .   W h o e v e r   f o l l o w s   m e   w i l l   n e v e r   w a l k  

i n   d a r k n e s s ,   b u t   w i l l   h a v e   t h e   l i g h t   o f   l i f e . " 5   T o  

t h o s e   l o o k i n g   f o r   g r e e n e r   p a s t u r e s ,   r e s t   f o r   t h e i r  

s o u l ,   a n d   l i f e   w i t h   m e a n i n g   h e   s a y s ,   " I   a m   t h e  

g a t e ;   w h o e v e r   e n t e r s   t h r o u g h   m e   w i l l   b e   s a v e d .   H e  

w i l l   c o m e   i n   a n d   g o   o u t ,   a n d   f i n d   p a s t u r e . "6   T o  

t h o s e   n e e d i n g   t e n d e r   l o v i n g   c a r e ,   c o u n s e l i n g ,   h e l p  
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a n d   p r o t e c t i o n   h e   s a y s ,   " I   a m   t h e   g o o d   sh e p h e r d . 

T h e   g o o d   s h e p h e r d   l a y s   d o w n   h i s   l i f e   f o r   t h e  

s h e e p . " 7   T o   t h o s e   s e e k i n g   e t e r n a l   l i f e   h e   s a y s ,   " I  

a m   t h e   r e s u r r e c t i o n   a n d   t h e   l i f e .   H e   w h o   b e l i e v e s  

i n   m e   w i l l   l i v e ,   e v e n   t h o u g h   h e   d i e s ;   a n d   w h o e v e r  

l i v e s   a n d   b e l i e v e s   i n   m e   w i l l   n e v e r   d i e . " 8   T o   t h o s e  

w h o   a r e   a w a r e   o f   t h e i r   i n a d e q u a c y   a n d   i n a b i l i t y , 

a n d   s e n s e   t h e i r   n e e d   o f   h e l p   h e   s a y s ,   " I   a m   t h e  

v i n e ;   y o u   a r e   t h e   b r a n c h e s .   I f   a   m a n   r e m a i n s   i n   m e  

a n d   I   i n   h i m ,   h e   w i l l   b e a r   m u c h   f r u i t ;   a p a r t   f r o m  

m e   y o u   c a n   d o   n o t h i n g . "9   T o   t h o s e   l o o k i n g   f o r  

d i r e c t i o n ,   t r u t h ,   and  a  f u l l   l i f e   h e   s a y s ,   “ I   a m   t h e  

w a y   a n d   t h e   t r u t h   a n d   t h e   l i f e . " 1 0  



The Cast Of Characters In John's Gospel 

T h e   f u l l n e s s   o f   g r a c e   i n   J e s u s   t o   m e e t   h u m a n  

n e e d   c a n   f u r t h e r   b e   s e e n   b y   c o n s i d e r i n g   h o w   h e  

m e t   t h e   n e e d s   o f   a   w h o l e   c a s t   o f   c h a r a c t e r s   i n  

J o h n ' s   g o s p e l . 

C h a p t e r   t w o   t e l l s   t h e   s t o r y   o f   a   b r i d e g r o o m  

a b o u t   t o   s u f f e r   l a s t i n g   e m b a r r a s s m e n t   b e c a u s e   h e  

h a d   r u n   o u t   o f   w i n e   a t   h i s  w e d d i n g   p a r t y .   B u t  

J e s u s   s a v e d   h i m   f r o m   h i s   p r e d i c a m e n t   b y   s u p p l y i n g  

a d d i t i o n a l   w i n e   o f   a   q u a l i t y   e x c e e d i n g   a n y t h i n g  

t h a t   h a d   b e e n   s e r v e d . 

I n   c h a p t e r   t h r e e   a   r e l i g i o u s   l e a d e r   w h o   s e n s e d  

a   n e e d   f o r   a d d i t i o n a l   d i r e c t i o n   i s   i n t r o d u c e d   t o  

t h e   n e w   b i r t h   a n d   t h e   k i n g d o m   o f   G o d .   C h a p t e r  

f o u r   t e l l s   o f   a   w o m a n   w h o   h a d   u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  

s o u g h t   t o   e x t i n g u i s h   h e r   t h i r s t   f o r   l i f e   i n   a   n u m b e r  

o f   h u s b a n d s .   I n   J e s u s   s h e   d i s c o v e r e d   a   " l i v i n g  

w a t e r "   t h a t   q u e n c h e d   h e r   t h i r s t   f o r   l i f e   s o   t h a t  

s h e   n e v e r   t h i r s t e d   a g a i n .   A l s o   i n   c h a p t e r   f o u r ,   a n  

o f f i c i a l ' s   s o n   w h o   w a s   n e a r   d e a t h   w a s   g i v e n   l i f e   b y  

a   w o r d   f r o m   J e s u s . 

C h a p t e r   f i v e   t e l l s   a b o u t   J e s u s   h e a l i n g   a   m a n  

w h o   h a d   b e e n   i l l   f o r   t h i r t y- e i g h t   y e a r s .   T h e   s i x t h  

c h a p t e r   t e l l s   a b o u t   a   h u n g r y   m u l t i t u d e   o f   l i s t e n e r s  

w h o   w e r e   w i t h o u t   f o o d   o r   a n y   m e a n s   o f   g e t t i n g  

a n y   a n d   w e r e   m i r a c u l o u s l y   f e d   b y   J e s u s . 

Y o u   r e a d   i n   c h a p t e r   e i g h t   a b o u t   a   w o m a n   w h o  

h a d   b e e n   c a u g h t   i n   a d u l t e r y   a n d   b r o u g h t   b e f o r e  

J e s u s   f o r   j u d g e m e n t .   B u t   i n s t e a d   o f   p r o n o u n c i n g  

j u d g e m e n t   u p o n   h e r   h e   f o r g a v e   h e r   a n d   g a v e   h e r  

c o u n s e l   f o r   n e w   l i f e . 

I n   c h a p t e r   n i n e   J e s u s  g a v e   s i g h t   t o   a   m a n   b o r n  

b l i n d ,   w h i c h   i n f u r i a t e d   t h e   r e l i g i o u s   l e a d e r s   o f   t h e  

d a y .   C h a p t e r   e l e v e n   h a s   J e s u s   r a i s i n g   L a z a r u s   f r o m  

t h e   d e a d   t o   s t r e n g t h e n   t h e   w e a k   f a i t h   o f   h i s  

d i s c i p l e s . 

I n   t h e   t w e n t i e t h   c h a p t e r   h e   r e m o v e d   t h e   d o u b t  

o f   a   d i s c i p l e   b y   a   p e r s o n a l   r e s u r r e c t i o n  

a p p e a r a n c e .   F i n a l l y ,   i n   c h a p t e r   t w e n t y - o n e   h e  

r e s t o r e d   a   f a i l i n g   d i s c i p l e   w h o   h a d   d e n i e d   h i m , 

a n d   c o m m i s s i o n e d   h i m   t o   r e n e w e d   s e r v i c e . 

A l l   t h e s e   p e o p l e   a n d   m a n y   m o r e   h a d   t h e i r  

n e e d s   m e t   o u t   o f   t h e   g r e a t   r e s e r v o i r   o f   f u l l n e s s  

t h a t   w a s   i n   J e s u s .   H e   w a s   a   n e v e r   e n d i n g   s o u r c e   o f  

h e l p   t o   t h o s e   i n   n e e d   t h e n ,   a n d   w i l l   b e   t o   t h o s e    

w h o   c o m e   t o   h i m   i n   f a i t h   n o w . 

Jesus: A Limitless Source Of Grace 

J o h n   w r i t e s ,   " F r o m   h i s   f u l l n e s s   w e   a l l   h a v e  

r e c e i v e d   g r a c e   u p o n   g r a c e . "   W h a t   d o e s   " g r a c e  

u p o n   g r a c e "   m e a n ?   I t   s i m p l y   m e a n s   m o r e   g r a c e , 

g r a c e   a d d e d   t o   g r a c e ,   o r   g r a c e   p i l e d   u p o n   g r a c e .   I t  

w a s   a   w a y   o f   d e s c r i b i n g   t h e   l i m i t l e s s   s o u r c e   o f  

G o d ' s   h e l p   t h a t   h a s   b e e n   m a d e   a v a i l a b l e   i n   J e s u s . 

I t   i s   a   w a y   o f   s a y i n g   t h a t   J e s u s   c a n   o f f e r   u s   h e l p   t o  

m e e t   e v e r y   d i f f i c u l t   s i t u a t i o n   o r   o c c a s i o n   i n   l i f e  

a n d   i n   every  o n e   o f   t h e m   t h e r e   w i l l   b e   a   n e e d   f o r  

h i s   g r a c e . 

W e   h a v e   a   n e e d   f o r   o n e   t y p e   o f   g r a c e   w h e n   a l l  

s e e m s   t o   b e   g o i n g   w e l l ,   a n d   n e e d   f o r   a n o t h e r  

w h e n   n o t h i n g   s e e m s   t o   g o   r i g h t .   W e   n e e d   o n e  

g r a c e   w h e n   w e   a r e   y o u n g   a n d   i m m a t u r e ,   a n d  

a n o t h e r   w h e n   w e   a r e   o l d   a n d   c h i l d i s h .   W e   n e e d  

o n e   g r a c e   w h e n   w e   f e e l   g r e a t ,   a n d   a n o t h e r   w h e n  

w e   a r e   d e p r e s s e d ,   d i s c o u r a g e d ,   a n d   a t   t h e   p o i n t   o f  

d e s p a i r .   W e   n e e d   o n e   g r a c e   w h e n   w e   a r e   c e r t a i n  

a b o u t   e v e r y t h i n g ,   a n d   a n o t h e r   w h e n   w e   a r e n ' t  

s u r e   o f   a n y t h i n g .   W e   n e e d   o n e   g r a c e   w h e n   w e ' r e  

w a l k i n g   v i c t o r i o u s l y ,   a n d   a n o t h e r   w h e n   w e ' r e  

e x p e r i e n c i n g   d e f e a t .   W e   n e e d   o n e   g r a c e   t o   b e a r  

o u r   o w n   b u r d e n s ,   a n d   a n o t h e r   t o   b e a r   t h e   b u r d e n s  

o f   o t h e r s .   W e   n e e d   o n e   g r a c e   f o r   t h e   l o v i n g  

b r o t h e r   o r   s i s t e r ,   a n d   a n o t h e r   f o r   t h e   h a r d   a n d  

d i f f i c u l t   t o   g e t   a l o n g   w i t h . 

I n   J e s u s   t h e r e   i s   s u f f i c i e n t   g r a c e   t o   m e e t   e v e r y  

n e e d   w e   m a y   e v e r   h a v e .   W h e n   g r a c e   h a s   m e t   o n e  

n e e d   a n d   a n o t h e r   c o m e s   a l o n g ,   t h e r e   w i l l   b e  

s u f f i c i e n t   g r a c e   i n   J e s u s   t o   m e e t   t h a t   o n e   a s   w e l l . 

T h e   p o e t   h a s   c a u g h t   t h e   i n e x h a u s t i b l e   r e s o u r c e  

o f   h e l p   t h a t   i s   o f f e r e d   i n   J e s u s   i n   h i s   p o e m    


He Giveth More Grace. 

H e   g i v e t h   m o r e   g r a c e   a s   t h e   b u r d e n s   g r o w   g r e a t e r . 

H e   s e n d e t h   m o r e   s t r e n g t h   a s   t h e   l a b o r s   i n c r e a s e . 

T o   a d d e d   a f f l i c t i o n   H e   a d d e t h   h i s   m e r c y . 

T o   m u l t i p l i e d   t r i a l s   H i s   m u l t i p l i e d   p e a c e . 

W h e n   w e   h a v e   e x h a u s t e d   o u r   s t o r e   o f   e n d u r a n c e , 

W h e n   o u r   s t r e n g t h   h a s   f a i l e d   e r e   t h e   d a y   i s   h a l f  

d o n e . 

W h e n   w e   r e a c h   t h e   e n d   o f   o u r   h o a r d e d   r e s o u r c e s . 

O u r   F a t h e r ' s   f u l l   g i v i n g   i s   o n l y   b e g u n . 

H i s   l o v e   h a s   n o   l i m i t .   H i s   g r a c e   h a s   n o   m e a s u r e . 

H i s   p o w e r   n o   b o u n d r y   k n o w n   u n t o   m e n ; 

A n d   o u t   o f   h i s   i n f i n i t e   r i c h e s   i n   J e s u s , , , 

H e   g i v e t h   a n d   g i v e t h ,   a n d   g i v e t h   a g a i n .     1 1  
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A u t h o r   u n k n o w n  








                         HIS AMAZING INVITATION 

 

J e s u s   o f f e r s   u s   a   l i f e   t h a t   p r o m i s e s   t o   b e   a  

h u n d r e d   t i m e s   b e t t e r   t h a n   a n y t h i n g   w e   m i g h t  

e x p e r i e n c e   e l s e w h e r e   a n d   a s s u r e s   u s   t h a t   i t   w i l l  

c o n t i n u e   o n   i n t o   " e t e r n a l   l i f e ".     N e v e r t h e l e s s , 

e a c h   p e r s o n   m u s t   d e c i d e   f o r   h i m s e l f   w h e t h e r   o r  

n o t   h e   w a n t s   i t .   I t   i s   a v a i l a b l e   t o   e v e r y o n e ,   b u t  

n o t   f o r c e d   o n   a n y o n e .   J e s u s   p r o v i d e s ,   i n v i t e s ,   a n d  

e v e n   u r g e s   u s   t o   r e c e i v e   i t ,   b u t   t h e   r e s p o n s e   i s  

l e f t   t o   u s .   H i s   o n l y   c o e r c i o n   i s   t h a t   o f   l o v e .   H e  

i n v i t e s ,   b u t   e a c h   o f   u s   m u s t   R S V P . 

P a r t i c i p a t i o n   w i t h   J e s u s   w a s   a l w a y s   b y  

i n v i t a t i o n .   H e   k i n d l y   a s k e d   p e o p l e   t o   j o i n   h i m .   N o  

o n e   b e c a m e   h i s   d i s c i p l e   t h r o u g h   i n t i m i d a t i o n   o r  

c o m p u l s i o n ,   a n d   n o   o n e   w a s   e v e r   o b l i g a t e d   t o  

r e c e i v e   a n y t h i n g   h e   o f f e r e d .   A l l   t h a t   w a s   h i s   t o  

g i v e   w a s   f r e e l y   g i v e n   a n d   f r e e l y   received.    H e   t o l d  

h i s   d i s c i p l e s ,   " F r e e l y   y o u   h a v e   r e c e i v e d ,   f r e e l y  

g i v e , " 1  

S i n c e   J e s u s   w a s   f o r e v e r   c a l l i n g   p e o p l e   t o   f o l l o w  

h i m   o r   r e c e i v e   f r o m   h i m ,   n o   c o n s i d e r a t i o n   o f   h i s  

l i f e   a n d   m i n i s t r y   w o u l d   b e   c o m p l e t e   w i t h o u t  

e x a m i n i n g   s o m e   o f   t h o s e   i n v i t a t i o n s .   B e f o r e   w e  

d o ,   l e t ' s   f i r s t   t a k e   n o t e   o f   t h e   m a i n   i n v i t a t i o n   h e  

e x t e n d e d   a n d   t o   w h o m   i t   w a s  o f f e r e d . 




His Main Invitation 

T h e   l i f e   a n d   b l e s s i n g s   J e s u s   o f f e r e d   r e s u l t e d  

f r o m   e n t e r i n g   i n t o   a   r e l a t i o n s h i p   w i t h   h i m .   T h a t ' s  

w h y   h e   w a s   c o n t i n u a l l y   c a l l i n g   p e o p l e   t o ,   " C o m e   t o  

m e , "   " F o l l o w   m e , "   " L e a r n   f r o m   m e , "   " B e l i e v e   i n  

m e , "   a n d   " A b i d e   i n   m e . "   H i s   i n v i t a t i o n   o f  

i n v i t a t i o n s  

w a s , 

" E n t e r  

i n t o  

a  

p e r s o n a l  

r e l a t i o n s h i p   w i t h   m e   a n d   r e c e i v e   f r o m   m e   a l l   t h a t   I  

h a v e   t o   g i v e ! " 



To Whom Did Jesus Extend His Invitations? 

T o   w h o m   d i d   J e s u s   e x t e n d   h i s   i n v i t a t i o n s ? 

A m a z i n g   a s   i t   w a s   t o   t h e   r e l i g i o u s   l e a d e r s   o f   h i s  

d a y ,   a n d   e v e n   t o   s o m e   t o d a y ,   h i s   i n v i t a t i o n s   w e r e  

o f t e n   e x t e n d e d   t o   t h o s e   c o n s i d e r e d   t o   b e   s i n n e r s . 

H e   s a i d ,   " I   h a v e   n o t   c o m e   t o   c a l l   t h e   r i g h t e o u s , 

b u t   s i n n e r s . " 2   H i s   i n v i t a t i o n   t o   r e c e i v e   h i s   l o v e , 

f o r g i v e n e s s ,   l i g h t ,   l i f e ,   a n d   f r e e d o m   w a s   o f f e r e d  

n o t   o n l y   t o   t h o s e   c o n s i d e r e d   t o   b e   m o r a l l y  

u p r i g h t ,   b u t   t o   t h o s e   w h o   w e r e   k n o w n   t o   b e  

n o t o r i o u s   a s   w e l l .   H i s   p a r a b l e   o f   t h e   W e d d i n g  

B a n q u e t   h e l p s   u s   t o   s e e   t h a t   h i s   i n v i t a t i o n   w a s  

o f f e r e d   t o   e v e r y o n e   r e g a r d l e s s   o f   b i r t h ,   w e a l t h , 

r a n k ,   o r   s t a t i o n .   H e   h a s   t h e   k i n g   i n   t h e   s t o r y  

o r d e r i n g   h i s   s e r v a n t s ,   " G o   t o   t h e   s t r e e t   c o r n e r s  

a n d   i n v i t e   t o   t h e   b a n q u e t   a n y o n e   y o u   f i n d . " 3   H i s  

i n n e r   c i r c l e   o f   d i s c i p l e s   r e f l e c t e d   t h e   o p e n n e s s   o f  

h i s   i n v i t a t i o n .   H i s   c o r e   g r o u p   w a s   m a d e   u p   o f  

e v e r y o n e   f r o m   c o a r s e   f i s h e r m e n   t o   v i l e ,   h a t e d   t a x  

c o l l e c t o r s   a n d   a s s a s s i n s . 

J e s u s   e x t e n d e d   i n v i t a t i o n s   t o   b o t h   m e n   a n d  

w o m e n ,   a n d   t o   s m a l l   a n d   l a r g e   g r o u p s .   L e t ' s   t a k e   a  

l o o k   a t   s i x   o f   t h e m . 




T h e  Idolatrous 

O n   o n e   o c c a s i o n   a   r i c h   y o u n g   m a n   c a m e  

i n q u i r i n g   o f   J e s u s ,   " w h a t   g o o d   t h i n g   m u s t   I   d o   t o  

g e t   e t e r n a l   l i f e ? " 4   J e s u s   t o l d   h i m   t o   " o b e y   t h e  

c o m m a n d m e n t s . "   " W h i c h   o n e s ? "   h e   i n q u i r e d .   J e s u s  

l i s t e d   s e v e r a l .   T h e   y o u n g   m a n   r e s p o n d e d ,   " A l l  
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t h e s e   I   h a v e   k e p t ,  w h a t   d o   I   s t i l l   l a c k ? "   J e s u s   k n e w  

t h a t   h e   h a d n ' t   k e p t   t h e m ,   a n d   w a s   a c t u a l l y   g u i l t y  

o f   v i o l a t i n g   t h e   v e r y   f i r s t   c o m m a n d m e n t   b e c a u s e  

h e   w a s   p u t t i n g   t h e   l o v e   o f   m o n e y   b e f o r e   h i s   l o v e  

f o r   G o d .   S o   h e   i d e n t i f i e d   h i s   p r o b l e m   i n   t h e  

a n s w e r   h e   g a v e   h i m :   " I f   y o u   w a n t   t o   b e   p e r f e c t , 

g o ,   s e l l   y o u   p o s s e s s i o n s   a n d   g i v e   t o   t h e   p o o r ,   a n d  

y o u   w i l l   h a v e   t r e a s u r e   i n   h e a v e n .   T h e n   c o m e  

f o l l o w   m e . "   W h e n   t h e   y o u n g   m a n   h e a r d   t h i s   h e  

r e f u s e d   t h e   i n v i t a t i o n   a n d   " w e n t   a w a y   s a d , 

b e c a u s e   h e   h a d   g r e a t   w e a l t h . " 

B y   n a t u r e   w e   a l l ,   l i k e   t h a t   y o u n g   m a n ,   h a v e  

b r o k e n   t h e   f i r s t   c o m m a n d m e n t   ( a s   w e l l   a s   t h e  

r e s t ) .   W e   h a v e   " e x c h a n g e d   t h e   t r u t h   o f   G o d   f o r   a  

l i e ,   a n d   w o r s h i p e d   a n d   s e r v e d   c r e a t e d   t h i n g s  

r a t h e r   t h a n   t h e   C r e a t o r , " 5     J e s u s   t h e r e f o r e   c a l l s  

u s ,   a s   h e   d i d   t h a t   y o u n g   m a n ,   t o   f o r s a k e   w h a t e v e r  

w e   h a v e   p l a c e d   a b o v e   a n d   b e f o r e   G o d   a n d   c o m e  

f o l l o w   h i m .   H e   p r o m i s e s   t o   r e s c u e   u s   f r o m   t h e  

s u r e   d i s a s t e r   t h a t   i s   c o m i n g   u p o n   a l l   w h o   w o r s h i p  

a n d   s e r v e   a n y t h i n g   o t h e r   t h a n   t h e   t r u e   a n d   l i v i n g  

G o d . 6  


The Weary And Burdened 

J e s u s   i s s u e d   a   t h r e e f o l d   i n v i t a t i o n   t o   e v e r y o n e  

w h e n   h e   s a i d ,   " C o m e   t o   m e ,   a l l   y o u   w h o   a r e   w e a r y  

a n d   b u r d e n e d ,   a n d   I   w i l l   g i v e   y o u   r e s t .   T a k e   m y  

y o k e   u p o n   y o u   a n d   l e a r n   f r o m   m e ,   f o r   I   a m   g e n t l e  

a n d   h u m b l e   o f   h e a r t ,   a n d   y o u   w i l l   f i n d   r e s t   f o r  

y o u r   s o u l s .   F o r   m y   y o k e   i s   e a s y   a n d   m y   b u r d e n   i s  

l i g h t . " 7  

H i s   t h r e e f o l d   i n v i t a t i o n   w a s ,   1 ) " c o m e   t o   m e , "   2 )  

" t a k e   m y   y o k e   u p o n   y o u , "   a n d   3 )   " l e a r n   f r o m   m e . " 

H e   w a s   c a l l i n g   p e o p l e   t o   c o m e   f i n d   r e s t   f o r   t h e i r  

s o u l s   i n   h i s   s a l v a t i o n ,   b e   y o k e d   t o   h i m   a n d  

e x p e r i e n c e   r e f r e s h i n g   n e w   l i f e ,   a n d   l e a r n   f r o m   h i m  

i n   o r d e r   t o   b e g i n   t h i n k i n g   a n d   l i v i n g   l i k e   h i m . 

Then  Come Fol ow Me And Take Up Your Cross 

J e s u s   d i d n ' t   h e s i t a t e   t o   i n f o r m   p e o p l e   t h a t   h i s  

c a l l   h a d   t h r e e   p r e r e q u i s i t e s .   A l l   t h r e e   w e r e   l o g i c a l  

a n d   r e a s o n a b l e .   H e   s a i d ,   " I f   a n y o n e   w o u l d   c o m e  

a f t e r   m e   h e   m u s t   d e n y   h i m s e l f   a n d   t a k e   u p   h i s  

c r o s s   d a i l y   a n d   f o l l o w   m e . " 8  

F i r s t ,   h e   s a i d   t h a t   t o   b e   h i s   d i s c i p l e   o n e   m u s t  

deny  himself. W h a t   d o e s   t h a t   m e a n ?   I t   m e a n s   t h a t  

t o   b e   a   d i s c i p l e   o f   J e s u s   y o u   m u s t   d e c i d e   t o   l i v e   n o  

l o n g e r  

f o r  

y o u r s e l f  

a n d  

y o u r  

o w n  

s e l f 

a g r a n d i z e m e n t   a n d   a d v a n c e m e n t ,   b u t   f o r   J e s u s  

a n d   h i s   c a u s e . 9     Y o u   m u s t   c o m e   t o   b e l i e v e   a s   P a u l  

d i d   w h e n   h e   b e c a m e   a   d i s c i p l e ,   " W h a t e v e r   w a s   m y  

p r o f i t   I   n o w   c o n s i d e r   l o s s   f o r   t h e   s a k e   o f   C h r i s t . 

W h a t   i s   m o r e ,   I   c o n s i d e r   e v e r y t h i n g   a   l o s s  

c o m p a r e d   t o   t h e   s u r p a s s i n g   g r e a t n e s s   o f   k n o w i n g  

C h r i s t   J e s u s   m y   L o r d ,   f o r   w h o s e   s a k e   I   h a v e   l o s t   a l l  

t h i n g s .   I   c o n s i d e r   t h e m   r u b b i s h ,   t h a t   I   m a y   g a i n  

C h r i s t   a n d   b e   f o u n d   i n   h i m . . . " 1 0     W h e n   y o u  

b e c o m e   a   d i s c i p l e   o f   J e s u s   y o u   m u s t   r e a l i z e   t h a t  

t h e   n e w   l i f e   y o u   r e c e i v e   f r o m   h i m   i s   n o t   g i v e n   t o  

k e e p   a n d   s p e n d   o n   y o u r s e l f ,   b u t   o n   J e s u s   a n d  

o t h e r s . 

S e c o n d ,   t o   b e   a   d i s c i p l e   o f   J e s u s   y o u   m u s t   take 

up  your  cross  daily. W h a t   d o e s   t h a t   m e a n ?   T h e  

c r o s s   w a s   a n   e x e c u t i o n   i n s t r u m e n t .   I t   w a s   u s e d   t o  

e x e c u t e   t h o s e   g u i l t y   o f   c a p i t a l   c r i m e s .   U s u a l l y   t h e  

c o n d e m n e d   w e r e   r e q u i r e d   t o   c a r r y   t h e i r   o w n   c r o s s  

t o   t h e   p l a c e   o f   e x e c u t i o n .   I t   w a s   a   p a i n f u l   a n d  

d e m e a n i n g   e x p e r i e n c e .   J e s u s   w a s   s a y i n g   t h a t   t o  

b e c o m e   h i s   d i s c i p l e   w o u l d   e n t a i l   t a k i n g   u p   o n e ' s  

c r o s s  

d a i l y  

a n d  

v o l u n t a r i l y  

a c ce p t i n g  

t h e  

p e r s e c u t i o n ,   p a i n ,   a n d   s h a m e   t h a t   c o m e s   w i t h   i t . 

F i n a l l y ,   b e c o m i n g   a   d i s c i p l e   o f   J e s u s   m e a n s   t h a t  

y o u   m u s t   s t a r t   f o l l o w i n g   h i m   a n d   k e e p   o n   d o i n g   s o  

f o r   a   l i f e t i m e .   T h i s   n e c e s s i t a t e s   t r u s t i n g   h i m   f o r  

f r e e d o m ,   a n d   n e w   l i f e ,   d o i n g   w h a t   h e   s a y s ,   a n d  

w a l k i n g   i n   h i s   f o o t s t e p s . 


 Help For New Life 

T o   e n a b l e   h i s   d i s c i p l e s   t o   l i v e   t h e   n e w   l i f e   h e  

h a d   c a l l e d   t h e m   t o ,   J e s u s   p r o m i s e d   t o   g i v e   t h e m  

t h e   H o l y   S p i r i t .   " W h o e v e r   b e l i e v e s   i n   m e ,   a s   t h e  

s c r i p t u r e   h a s   s a i d ,   s t r e a m s   o f   l i v i n g   w a t e r   w i l l  

f l o w   f r o m   w i t h i n   h i m . "   J o h n   e x p l a i n s   t h a t   " B y   t h i s  

h e   m e a n t   t h e   S p i r i t ,   w h o m   t h o s e   w h o   b e l i e v e d   i n  

h i m ,   w e r e   l a t e r   t o   r e c e i v e . . .   s i n c e   J e s u s   h a d   n o t  

y e t   b e e n   g l o r i f i e d . " 1 2  

A f t e r   J e s u s   w a s   g l o r i f i e d   i n   h i s   r e s u r r e c t i o n   a n d  

a s c e n s i o n ,   t h e   A p o s t l e   P e t e r   d e c l a r e d   t h a t  

e v e r y o n e   w h o   w o u l d   r e c e i v e   h i m   a s   L o r d   a n d  

r e p e n t   a n d   b e   b a p t i z e d   i n   h i s   n a m e   w o u l d   h a v e   their 

s i n s   f o r g i v e n   a n d   " r e c e i v e   t h e   g i f t   o f   t h e   H o l y  

S p i r i t . " 1 3     T h e   H o l y   S p i r i t   w o u l d   b e   t h e   b e l i e v e r s ' 

p r o m i s e d   H e l p e r   w h o   w o u l d   e n a b l e , t h e m   t o   r i s e   u p  

o u t   o f   t h e i r   w e a k n e s s   a n d   d a i l y   f o l l o w   h i m .   1 4  

P e t e r   d e c l a r e d   t h a t   t h i s   " p r o m i s e   i s   f o r   y o u   a n d  

y o u r   c h i l d r e n   a n d   a l l   w h o   a r e   f a r   o f f   -   f o r   a l l   w h o m  

t h e   L o r d   o u r   G o d   w i l l   c a l l . " 1 5  




Share In His Ministry 

J e s u s   i s s u e d   a   c a l l   t o   P e t e r   a n d   Andrew  t o  

" C o m e ,   f o l l o w   m e ,   a n d   I   w i l l   m a k e   y o u   f i s h e r s   o f  

m e n . " 1 6     T h o u g h   t h i s   c a l l   w a s   g i v e n   t o   t h e s e   t w o  

A p o s t l e s ,   i t   i s   c o n s i s t e n t   w i t h   t h e   i n v i t a t i o n   J e s u s  

e x t e n d e d   n o t   o n l y   t o   f i r s t   c e n t u r y   d i s c i p l e s ,   b u t   t o  

t h o s e   o f   e v e r y   a g e .   H e   c a l l s   a l l   h i s   disciples  t o   b e   h i s  

w i t n e s s e s ,   a m b a s s a d o r s ,   a n d   f e l l o w   s e r v a n t s .   H i s  

f i n a l   g r e a t   c o m m i s s i o n   t o   h i s   d i s c i p l e s   w a s   t o  

s h a r e   i n   h i s   m i n i s t r y .   H e   c a l l e d   u p o n   t h e m   t o   " g o  

a n d   m a k e   d i s c i p l e s   o f   a l l   n a t i o n s ,   b a p t i z i n g   t h e m  

i n   t h e   n a m e   o f   t h e   F a t h e r   a n d   o f   t h e   S o n   a n d   o f  
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t h e   H o l y   Spirit,  a n d   t e a c h i n g   t h e m   t o   o b e y  

e v e r y t h i n g   I   h a v e   c o m m a n d e d   y o u . " 1 8  




The Final Invitation 

J e s u s   s a i d   t h a t   h i s   f i n a l   i n v i t a t i o n   w o u l d   b e  

e x t e n d e d   a t   t h e   l a s t   j u d g e m e n t   t o   t h o s e   w h o  

p r o v e d   t o   b e   f a i t h f u l   a n d   t r u e   t o   h i m ,   " C o m e ,   y o u  

w h o   a r e   b l e s s e d   b y   m y   F a t h e r ;   t a k e   y o u r  

i n h e r i t a n c e ,   the  k i n g d o m   p r e p a r e d   f o r   y o u   s i n c e  

t h e   c r e a t i o n   o f   t h e   w o r l d . " 1 9  




We Must Respond Without Delay 

J e s u s   s a i d   t h a t   t h o s e   w h o   h e e d e d   h i s   c a l l   w o u l d  

n e e d   t o   r e s p o n d   t o   i t   w i t h o u t   d e l a y .   H e   t o l d   a b o u t  

t w o   p e o p l e   w h o   s a i d   t h e y   w a n t e d   t o   f o l l o w   h i m , 

b u t   e a c h   h a d   s o m e t h i n g   e l s e   t o   d o   f i r s t .   H e   m a d e  

i t   c l e a r   t o   b o t h   t h a t   i f   t h e y   w e r e   g o i n g   t o   f o l l o w  

h i m ,   h e   w o u l d   h a v e   t o   h a v e   f i r s t   c a l l   o n   t h e i r   l i v e s  

a n d   t h a t   t h e y   w o u l d   h a v e   t o   r e s p o n d   t o   t h a t   c a l l  

i m m e d i a t e l y . 2 0  

I n   t h o s e   t w o   s t o r i e s   h e   t a u g h t   t h a t   i n  

e v e r y t h i n g   t h e r e   i s   a   c r u c i a l   m o m e n t .   I f   w e   d o n ' t  

a c t   a t   t h a t   m o m e n t ,   i t   i s   d o u b t f u l   t h a t   w e   e v e r  

w i l l .   T h e   t i m e   t o   r e s p o n d   t o   t h e   i n v i t a t i o no f   J e s u s  

i s   a t   o n c e   w h e n   o u r   h e a r t s   a r e   s t i r r e d . 
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          HIS AMAZING WARNING 

It  has  been  said  that  only  a  true  friend  warns. 

O t h e r s   w i l l   n o t   c a r e   e n o u g h   o r   b e   w i l l i n g   t o   p a y  

t h e   p r i c e   t o   a l e r t   u s   o f   i m p e n d i n g   d a n g e r . 

P e o p l e   d o n ' t   l i k e   t o   b e   w a r n e d ,   p a r t i c u l a r l y   o f  

t h e   c o n s e q u e n c e s   o f   t h e i r   s i n   a n d   o f   j u d g e m e n t   t o  

c o m e .   T h e   s t o r y   o f   G o d   s e n d i n g   p r o p h e t s   t o   w a r n  

h i s   p e o p l e   i s   t h e   s t o r y   o f   t h e i r   b e i n g   r e j e c t e d , 

p e r s e c u t e d ,   a n d   k i l l e d .   J e s u s   s a i d   t o   t h o s e   o f   h i s  

d a y :   " 0   J e r u s a l e m ,   J e r u s a l e m ,   y o u   w h o   k i l l   t h e  

p r o p h e t s   a n d   s t o n e   t h o s e   s e n t   t o   y o u . . . "   A n d  

a g a i n ,   " W o e   t o   t o   y o u ,   b e c a u s e   y o u   b u i l d   t o m b s  

f o r   t h e   p r o p h e t s ,   a n d   i t   w a s   y o u r   f o r e f a t h e r s   w h o  

k i l l e d   t h e m .   S o   y o u   t e s t i f y   t h a t   y o u   a p p r o v e   o f  

w h a t   y o u r   f o r e f a t h e r s   d i d ;   t h e y   k i l l e d   t h e  

p r o p h e t s ,   a n d   y o u   b u i l d   t h e i r   t o m b s . " 1     S t e p h e n , 

t h e   f i r s t   C h r i s t i a n   m a r t y r ,   c r i e d   o u t   a g a i n s t   h i s  

e x e c u t i o n e r s ,   " W a s   t h e r e   e v e r   a   p r o p h e t   y o u r  

f a t h e r s   d i d   n o t   p e r s e c u t e ?   T h e y   e v e n   k i l l e d   t h o s e  

w h o   p r e d i c t e d   t h e   c o m i n g   o f   t h e   R i g h t e o u s   O n e . " 2  

A l t h o u g h   J e s u s   k n e w   w h a t   h a d   h a p p e n e d   t o  

t h o s e   w h o   h a d   i s s u e d   w a r n i n g s   a g a i n s t   s i n   a n d  

i m p e n d i n g   j u d g e m e n t   i n   t h e   p a s t ,   n e v e r t h e l e s s   h i s  

l o v e   c o m p e l l e d   h i m   t o   w a r n   o f   s u c h   d a n g e r   a l s o . 

T o   k e e p   h i s   d i s c i p l e s   f r o m   b e i n g   t a k e n   u n a w a r e ,   o r  

f r o m   b e i n g   d e c e i v e d ,   J e s u s   w a s   f o r e v e r   b i d d i n g  

t h e m , 

" B e w a r e ! , " 

" T a k e  

h e e d , " 

" L o o k  

t o  

y o u r s e l v e s , "   " W a t c h   a n d   p r a y , "   . 

A   g o o d   p a r t   o f   J e s u s '   m i n i s t r y   w a s   d e v o t e d   t o  

i s s u i n g   w a r n i n g s .   T h i s   w a s   t r u e   o f   h i s   A p o s t l e s   a s  

w e l l .   I n   h i s   f a r e w e l l   a d d r e s s   t o   t h e   E l d e r s   o f   t h e  

E p h e s i a n   c h u r c h   P a u l   e x h o r t e d ,   " B e   o n   y o u r   g u a r d ! 

R e m e m b e r   t h a t   f o r   t h r e e   y e a r s   I  n e v e r   s t o p p e d  

w a r n i n g   e a c h   o f   y o u   n i g h t   a n d   d a y   w i t h   t e a r s . " 3  



The Grace Of Jesus' Warnings 

T o   b r i n g   t o g e t h e r   t h e   m a n y   w a r n i n g s   o f   J e s u s  

a n d   r e a d   t h e m   o n e   a f t e r   a n o t h e r   c o u l d   p r o v e   t o   b e  

a   d i s t u r b i n g   e x p e r i e n c e .   H a v i n g   a l r e a d y   l e a r n e d   o f  

t h e   g r e a t   l o v e   h e   h a s   f o r   u s ,   w e   c a n   b e   a s s u r e d  

t h a t   h i s   w a r n i n g s   a r e   n o t   m e a n t   t o   b e   h a r s h  

d e n u n c i a t i o n s   o r   j u d g e m e n t s   o f   c o n d e m n a t i o n ,   b u t  

r a t h e r   a p p e a l s   o f   l o v e   t o   s a v e   u s   f r o m   f a t a l  

m i s t a k e s   a n d   t h e   d a m n i n g   c o n s e q u e n c e   o f   s i n . 

W h e n   t h e   w a r n i n g s   o f   J e s u s   a r e   c a r e f u l l y  

c o n s i d e r e d   t h e y   s e e m   t o   b e   n o t   o n l y   l o g i c a l ,   b u t  

r e a s o n a b l e   a n d   g r a c i o u s   a s   w e l l .   T h e y   c o m e   a c r o s s  
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a s   c a r i n g ,   k i n d l y   c a u t i o n s   o f   o n e   w h o   d e e p l y   l o v e s  

a n d   w a n t s   t o   s a v e   p e o p l e   f r o m   d i s a s t e r .   A s   t h e  

r a i n b o w   f o l l o w s   t h e   d a r k   s t o r m   c l o u d ,   s o   h i s  

b l e s s i n g s   f o l l o w   t h o s e   w h o   h e e d   h i s   w a r n i n g s . 

T h o u g h   t h e   w a r n i n g s   o f   J e s u s   a r e   n u m e r o u s ,   f o r  

t h e   m o s t   p a r t   t h e y   c a n   b e   g a t h e r e d   u n d e r   s e v e n  

h e a d i n g s .   L e t ' s   c o n s i d e r   t h e m . 



The Danger Of Refusing To Hear and Obey 

     Jesus warned of the danger of refusing to hear and 

obey  the  word  of  God.  He  said,  " N o t   everyone  who 

says  to  me,  'Lord,  Lord,'  will  enter  the  kingdom  of 

heaven,  but  he  who  does  the  will  of  my  Father  who  is 

in  heaven."4    In  the  parable  of  the  Wise  and  Foolish 

Builders  he  denounced  the  foolish  builder  who  built 

his  house  on  the  sand  saying,  "Everyone  who  hears 

these  words  of  mine  and  does  not  put  them  into 

practice  is  like  a  foolish  man  who  built  his  house  on 

sand.  The  rain  came  down,  the  streams  rose,  and  the 

winds  blew  and  beat  against  that  house,  and  it  fell 

with a great crash” 5      

In the parable of the Sower he declares that when the 

word  of  God  is  sown  into  any  kind  of  heart  except  a 

receptive,  understanding,  obedient  heart,  it  will  end 

up in disaster.6  When the rich man in the story of the 

Rich  Man  and  Lazarus  cried  out  to  Abraham  to  send 

Lazarus  to  warn  his  five  brothers  of  the  awfulness  of 

hell,  "Abraham  replied,  'They  have  Moses,  and  the 

prophets  (the  word  of  God);  let  them  listen  to 

them.'"7    Warning  of  the  importance  of  hearing  and 

obeying  his  words  Jesus  said,  "As  for  the  person  who 

hears  my  words  but  does  not  keep  them,  I  do  not 

judge  him.  There  is  a  judge  for  the  one  who  rejects 

me  and  does  not  accept  my  words;  that  very  word 

which I spoke will condemn him at the last day."8 

 The Danger Of Living And Dying In Sin 

 f 

J e s u s   w a r n e d   a g a i n s t   l i v i n g   a n d   d y i n g   i n   s i n .   H e  

u s e d   a   h y p e r b o l e   t o   e m p h a s i z e   t h e   a w f u l n e s   o f  

s i n ' s   c o n s e q u e n c e :   " I f   y o u r   r i g h t   e y e   c a u s e s   y o u   t o  

s i n ,   g o u g e   i t   o u t   a n d   t h r o w   i t   a w a y .   I t   i s   b e t t e r   f o r  

y o u   t o   l o s e   o n e   p a r t   o f   y o u r   b o d y   t h a n   f o r   y o u r  

w h o l e   b o d y   t o   b e   t h r o w n   i n t o   h e l l .   A n d   i f   y o u r  

r i g h t   h a n d   c a u s e s ,   y o u   t o   s i n ,  c u t   i t   o f f   a n d   t h r o w  

i t   a w a y .   I t   i s   better  f o r   y o u   t o   l o s e   o n e   p a r t   o f   y o u r  

b o d y   t h a n   f o r   y o u r   w h o l e   body  to  g o   i n t o   h e l l . " 9  

I n   t h e   p a r a b l e   o f   t h e   R i c h   F o o l   J e s u s  

c o n d e m n e d   t h e   r i c h   m a n   w h o   s t o r e d   u p   h i s   c r o p s  

s o   t h a t   h e   c o u l d   l i v e   a   l i f e   o f   s e l f i s h   e a s e .   G o d  

c a l l s   h i m   a   " f o o l "   s a y i n g ,   " T h i s   v e r y   n i g h t   y o u r  

s o u l   i s   r e q u i r e d   o f   y o u . "   H e   c o n c l u d e s   t h e   p a r a b l e  

w i t h ,   " T h i s   i s   h o w   i t   w i l l   b e   w i t h   a n y o n e   w h o  

s t o r e s   t h i n g s   u p   f o r   h i m s e l f   b u t   i s   n o t   r i c h   t o w a r d  

G o d . " 1 0  

 



T h e   D a n g e r   o f   S e l f   D e c e p t i o n   o f   H y p o c r i s y . 

J e s u s   w a r n e d   a g a i n s t   t h e   s e l f   d e c e p t i o n   o f  

h y p o c r i s y   w h i c h   h e   s a i d   w a s   r e l i g i o u s   p l a y - a c t i n g . 

H e   w a r n e d   a g a i n s t   b e i n g   o u t w a r d l y   r e l i g i o u s   w h i l e  

h a v i n g   a   h e a r t   f a r   f r o m   G o d . 

T h e   r e l i g i o u s   l e a d e r s   o f   h i s   d a y   w e r e   a   p r i m e  

e x a m p l e   o f   t h e   h y p o c r i s y   h e   c o n d e m n e d   a n d   h e  

c o n t i n u a l l y   s p o k e   o u t   a g a i n s t   t h e m .   H e  w a r n e d   t h e  

c r o w d s ,   " B e   o n   y o u r   g u a r d   a g a i n s t   t h e   y e a s t   o f   t h e  

P h a r i s e e s ,   w h i c h   i s   h y p o c r i s y . " 1 4     " D o   n o t   d o   w h a t  

t h e y   d o ,   f o r   t h e y   d o   n o t   p r a c t i c e   w h a t   t h e y  

p r e a c h . "   " E v e r y t h i n g   t h e y   d o   i s   d o n e   f o r   m e n   t o  

s e e . " 1 5  



T h e   w h o l e   t w e n t y - t h i r d   c h a p t e r   o f   t h e   g o s p e l  

o f   M a t t h e w   i s   d e v o t e d   t o   r e c o r d i n g   s e v e n  

j u d g e m e n t s   J e s u s   p r o n o u n c e d   u p o n   t h e   P h a r i s e e s  

f o r   t h e i r   h y p o c r i s y .   T h e   m o s t   c o n d e m n i n g   w o r d s   o f  

h i s   e n t i r e   m i n i s t r y   t o   w e r e   s p o k e n   t o   t h e m .   H e  

c a l l e d   t h e m   e v e r y t h i n g   f r o m   f i l t h y   c u p s   t o   a  

" b r o o d   o f   v i p e r s . "   H e   s a i d   t h a t   t h e y   w e r e   " b l i n d  

g u i d e s "   a n d   w e r e   " f u l l   o f   g r e e d ,   s el f   i n d u l g e n t  

. . . h y p o c r i s y   a n d   w i c k e d n e s s . "   T h e s e   w o r d s   w e r e  

m e a n t   n o t   o n l y   f o r   t h e   r e l i g i o u s   h y p o c r i t e s   o f   h i s  

d a y ,   b u t   f o r   t h o s e   o f   e v e r y   a g e   w h o   l i v e   i n   t h e  

s e l f - d e c e p t i o n   t h a t   a n   o u t w a r d   p i e t y   w h i c h   m a s k s  

a   r o t t e n   h e a r t   i s   a c c e p t a b l e   t o   G o d . 


 The Warning Against Coveteousness 

J e s u s   w a r n e d   a g a i n s t   b e i n g   c o v e t e o u s .   J e s u s  

w a r n e d   a g a i n s t   g e t t i n g   c a u g h t   u p   i n   c o v e t o u s n e s s  

a n d   t h e   g r e e d y   p u r s u i t   o f   t h i n g s   b e c a u s e   i t  

a m o u n t e d   t o   i d o l a t r y .   T o   c o v e t   m e a n s   t o   l o n g   f o r , 

l u s t   a f t e r ,   d e s i r e ;   u s u a l l y   i n   a n   e v i l   s e n s e .   Y o u   a r e  

c o v e t i n g   w h e n   t h e   d r i v i n g   f o r c e   i n   y o u r   l i f e   i s   a n  

i n t e n s e   d e s i r e   t o   h a v e   p o w e r ,   f a m e ,   f o r t u n e , 

m a t e r i a l i s m ,   o r   s o m e o n e   o f   t h e   o p p o s i t e   s e x . 

C o v e t o u s n e s s   i s   i l l u s t r a t e d   i n   t h e   s t o r y   o f   k i n g  

D a v i d   w a t c h i n g   B a t h s h e b a   b a t h e   a n d   b e c o m i n g   s o  

o v e r c o m e   w i t h   d e s i r e   f o r   h e r   t h a t   h e   s e t   a s i d e   h i s  

c o m m i t m e n t   t o   G o d   a n d   h a d   h e r   b r o u g h t   t o   h i s  

b e d r o o m   a n d   c o m m i t e d   a d u l t e r y   w i t h   h e r . 

C o v e t o u s n e s s   i s   a   f o r m   o f   i d o l a t r y   b e c a u s e   i t  

p u t s   t h e   p u r s u i t   o f   t h i n g s   a b o v e   t h e   p u r s u i t   o f  

G o d .   P a u l   w r i t e s ,   " B e   s u r e   o f   t h i s ,   t h a t   n o   i m m o r a l  

o r   i m p u r e   m a n ,   o r   o n e   w h o   i s   c o v e t o u s   ( t h a t   i s ,   a n  

i d o l a t e r ) ,   h a s   a n y   i n h e r i t a n c e   i n   t h e   k i n g d o m   o f  

C h r i s t   a n d   o f   G o d . " 1 6  

I n   v i e w   o f   t h i s ,   i s   i t   a n y   w o n d e r   t h a t   J e s u s  

w a r n e d , 

" T a k e  

h e e d , 

a n d  

b e w a r e  

o f  

a l l  

c o v e t o u s n e s s ;   f o r   a   m a n ’ s   l i f e   d o e s   n o t   c o n s i s t   i n  

t h e   a b u n d a n c e   o f   h i s   p o s s e s s i o n s . " 1 7     A n d   a g a i n , 

" W h a t   g o o d   i s   i t   f o r   a   m a n   t o   g a i n   t h e   w h o l e  
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w o r l d ,   a n d   y e t   l o s e   o r   f o r f e i t   h i s   v e r y   s e l f ? " 1 8     H e  

m a d e   i t   c l e a r   t h a t ,   " N o   o n e   c a n   s e r v e   t w o   m a s t e r s ; 

f o r   e i t h e r   h e   w i l l   h a t e   t h e   o n e   a n d   l o v e   t h e   o t h e r , 

o r   h e   w i l l   h o l d   t o   o n e   a n d   d e s p i s e   t h e   o t h e r .   Y o u  

c a n n o t   s e r v e   G o d   a n d   M a m m o n   ( a   w o r d   f o r  

m a t e r i a l   w e a l t h ) . " 1 9  




The Warning Against False Prophets 

J e s u s   w a r n e d   a g a i n s t   f a l s e   p r o p h e t s   b e c a u s e   h e  

s a i d   t h e y   p e r v e r t e d   t h e   t r u t h   a n d   t u r n e d   p e o p l e  

a w a y   f r o m   h i m .   H e   w a r n e d ,   " W a t c h   o u t   f o r   f a l s e  

p r o p h e t s .   T h e y   c o m e   t o   y o u   i n   s h e e p ' s   c l o t h i n g , 

b u t   i n w a r d l y   t h e y   a r e   f e r o c i o u s   w o l v e s . " 2 0     A n d  

a g a i n ,   " F a l s e   C h r i s t s   a n d   f a l s e   p r o p h e t s   w i l l  

a p p e a r   a n d   p e r f o r m   g r e a t   s i g n s   a n d   miracles  t o  

d e c e i v e   e v e n   t h e   e l e c t   i f   t h a t   w e r e   p o s s i b l e . " 2 1  

" M a n y   w i l l   c o m e    in  m y   n a m e ,   c l a i m i n g ,   ' I   a m   t h e  

C h r i s t , '   a n d   w i l l   d e c e i v e   m a n y . " 2 2  

B y   t h e   m i d d l e   o f   t h e   f i r s t  c e n t u r y   C h r i s t i a n i t y  

h a d   a l r e a d y   b e g u n   t o   b e   p l a g u e d   b y   f a l s e   C h r i s t s , 

f a l s e   p r o p h e t s ,   f a l s e   A p o s t l e s ,   a   f a l s e   g o s p e l ,   a n d  

a   f a l s e   c h u r c h .   F a l s e   p r o p h e t s   a n d   f a l s e   t e a c h e r s  

h a v e   p r o v e n   t o   b e   m o r e   o f   a   d e t r i m e n t   t o   t h e  

C h r i s t i a n   f a i t h   t h a n   a n y   o t h e r   s i n g l e   t h i n g .   I s   i t  

a n y   w o n d e r   t h a t   J e s u s   i s s u e d   w a r n i n g s   a g a i n s t  

t h e m ? 


 Beware Of Rejecting Christ 

S i n c e   J e s u s   p r e s e n t e d   h i m s e l f   t o   b e   " t h e   w a y , 

a n d   t h e   t r u t h ,   a n d   t h e   l i f e , "   m a n ' s   s a v i o r   f r o m   s i n , 

d e a t h ,   a n d   h e l l ,   a n d   t h e   " d o o r "   i n t o   e t e r n i t y ,   i s   i t  

a n y   w o n d e r   t h a t   h e   s a i d ,   " I   t o l d   y o u   t h a t   y o u  

w o u l d   d i e   i n   y o u r   s i n s ;   i f   y o u   d o   n o t   b e l i e v e  

t h a t   I   a m   t h e   o n e   I   c l a i m   t o   be."23 

H e   s a i d   t h a t   t h e   w o r k   o f   t h e   H o l y   S p i r i t   w o u l d  

b e   t o   c o n v i n c e   m a n k i n d   " a b o u t   s i n   a n d  

r i g h t e o u s n e s s   a n d   j u d g e m e n t :   a b o u t   s i n   b e c a u s e  

m e n   d o   n o t   b e l i e v e   i n   m e . " 2 4  

H e   t o l d   N i c o d e m u s   t h a t   " w h o e v e r   b e l i e v e d   i n  

h i m   i s   n o t   c o n d e m n e d ,   b u t   w h o e v e r   d o e s   n o t  

b e l i e v e   s t a n d s   c o n d e m n e d   a l r e a d y   because  h e   h a s  

n o t   b e l i e v e d   i n   t h e   n a m e   o f   G o d ' s   o n e   a n d   o n l y  

S o n . " 2 5      

J o h n   t h e   b a p t i s t   a d d e d ,   " W h o e v e r   p u t s   h i s   f a i t h  

i n   t h e   S o n   h a s   e t e r n a l   l i f e ,   b u t   w h o e v e r   r e j e c t s  

t h e   S o n   w i l l   n o t   s e e   l i f e ,   f o r   G o d ' s   w r a t h   r e m a i n s  

o n   h i m . " 2 6  




The Warning Against Hell 

J e s u s   w a r n e d   a b o u t   h e l l   m o r e   t h a n   h e   d i d  

a n y t h i n g   e l s e .   H e   s a i d   m o r e   a b o u t   i t   t h a n   a n y  

o t h e r   p e r s o n   i n   t h e   e n t i r e   B i b l e .   H e   s p o k e   o f   i t   i n  

v i v i d   t e r m s   a s   t h o u g h   h e   h a d   p e r s o n a l l y   s e e n   i t . 

H e   d e s c r i b e d   i t   a s   a   p l a c e   o f   r e l e n t l e s s   t o r m e n t  

" w h e r e   t h e   f i r e   n e v e r   g o e s   o u t "   a n d   w h e r e   o n e   i s  

n e v e r   c o n s u m e d . 2 7  

I n   t h e   s t o r y   o f   L a z a r u s   a n d   t h e   R i c h   M a n   h e  

p i c t u r e d   t h e   r i c h   m a n   i n   h e l l   a f t e r   h i s   d e a t h  

" w h e r e   h e   w a s   i n   t o r m e n t "   a n d   had  h i m   c r y i n g   o u t  

t o   A b r a h a m ,   " I   a m   i n   a g o n y   i n   t h i s   f i r e . " 2 8  

H e  

d e s c r i b e d   h e l l   a s   a   p l a c e   o f   " e t e r n a l   f i r e  

p r e p a r e d   f o r   t h e   d e v i l   a n d   h i s   a n g e l s . "   There  t h e y  

w o u l d   " b e   t o r m e n t e d   d a y  a n d   n i g h t   f o r   e v e r   a n d  

e v e r . " 2 9     H e   a l s o   m a d e   i t   c l e a r   t h a t   i t   w o u l d   b e  

t h e   d e s t i n y   o f   t h o s e   w h o   l i v e d   a n d   d i e d   i n  

u n b e l i e f .   T h e y   t o o   w o u l d   j o i n   t h e   d e v i l   a n d   h i s  

a n g e l s   a n d   " g o   a w a y   t o   e t e r n a l   p u n i s h m e n t . " 3 0  


Four Warnings About The Warnings 

T o   a d d   t o   t h e s e   s e v e n   c a t e g o r i e s   o f   w a r n i n g s , 

h e r e   a r e   f o u r   w a r n i n g s   a b o u t   t h e   w a r n i n g s   w h i c h  

n e e d   t o   b e   h e e d e d . 

1.  

B e w a r e   o f   p u t t i n g   u p   a   m o r a l   u m b r e l l a  

o v e r   y o u r s e l f   a s   y o u   h e a r   t h e s e   w a r n i n g s   t h i n k i n g  

t h a t   n o t h i n g   i n   t h e m   a p p l i e s   t o   y o u . 

2.  

B e w a r e   o f   h e a r i n g   t h e s e   w a r n i n g s   o n l y  

t o   p a s s   t h e m   o f f   t o   o t h e r s   t o   w h o m   y o u   t h i n k   t h e y  

a p p l y ,   m o r e   t h a n   t o   y o u r s e l f . 

3.  

B e w a r e   o f   t h i n k i n g   t h a t   a l l   i s   w e l l   i n  

y o u r   l i f e   a n d   t h a t   t h e s e   w a r n i n g s   h a v e   n o t h i n g   t o  

s a y   t o   y o u .   Y o u   m a y   b e   t h e   v e r y   o n e   t h e y   a r e  

s p e a k i n g   t o . 

4.  

B e w a r e   l e s t   y o u   h e e d   t h e s e   w a r n i n g s   t o o  

l a t e .   I n   m o s t   o f   t h e   i l l u s t r a t i o n s   J e s u s   u s e d   i n   h i s  

w a r n i n g s ,   t h e   w a r n i n g   h a d   b e e n   n e g l e c t e d   u n t i l   i t  

w a s   t o o   l a t e . 


 The Warned Are Without Excuse 

W h o e v e r   h e a r s   t h e   w a r n i n g s   o f   J e s u s   a n d   d o e s  

n o t   h e e d   t h e m   i s   w i t h o u t   e x c u s e .   H e   i s   d o ub l y  

g u i l t y .   H e   i s   g u i l t y   o f   h i s   s i n ,   a n d   g u i l t y   o f  

r e j e c t i n g   J e s u s ,   G o d ' s   m e a n s   o f   d e l i v e r a n c e   f r o m  

s i n .   J e s u s   d e c l a r e d ,   " F r o m   e v e r y o n e   w h o   h a s   b e e n  

g i v e n   m u c h ,   m u c h   w i l l   b e   d e m a n d e d ;   a n d   f r o m   t h e  

o n e   w h o   h a s   b e e n   e n t r u s t e d   w i t h   m u c h ,   m u c h  

m o r e   w i l l   b e   a s k e d . " 3 1    



I n   v i e w   o f   t h i s ,   c o n s i d e r   s   f i n a l   w a r n i n g   f r o m  

J e s u s :   " C o n s i d e r   c a r e f u l l y   w h a t   y o u   h e a r . " 3 2  
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      HIS AMAZING RESURRECTION 

As  has  been  noted  in  previous  chapters,  Jesus 

d e m o n s t r a t e d   t h a t   h e   w a s   G o d   b e c o m e   m a n   b y  

l i v i n g   a   p e r f e c t   l i f e ,   s p e a k i n g   w i t h   a   w i s d o m   n o  

o n e   c o u l d   r e f u t e ,   a n d   b y   p e r f o r m i n g   m i r a c l e s   o n l y  

G o d   c o u l d .   H e   p r o c l a i m e d   " g o o d   n e w s "   t o   t h e   p o o r  

a n d   b r o u g h t   f r e e d o m   t o   t h o s e   i m p r i s o n e d   i n   t h e i r  

o w n   f a i l u r e s ,   m i s t a k e s ,   w e a k n e s s e s ,   p a s s i o n s ,   a n d  

s i n s .   H e   o p e n e d   t h e   e y e s   o f   t h o s e   l i v i n g   i n  

i g n o r a n c e ,   p r e j u d i c e ,   e n v y ,   m a l i c e ,   a n d   h a t r e d .   H e  

b r o u g h t   g r a c e   t o   t h e   u n d e s e r v i n g   a n d   r e s t o r e d  

p e o p l e   t o   a   r i g h t   r e l a t i o n s h i p   w i t h   G o d . 

T h o u g h   h e   d i d   a l l   t h i s   a n d   h i s   m e s s a g e   o f   t r u t h  

b r o u g h t   a   w o n d e r f u l   n e w   l i f e   t o   t h o s e   w h o  

r e c e i v e d   h i m ,   i t   c r e a t e d   h a t r e d   a n d   b i t t e r n e s s   i n  

m a n y   w h o   r e j e c t e d   h i m .   T h e y   c a m e   t o   h a t e   h i m   s o  

t h a t   t h e y   u n j u s t l y   t r i e d   h i m   a s   a n   e n e m y   o f   G o d ,   a  

t r o u b l e   m a k e r ,   a n d   a n   e v i l   s i n n e r .   F i n a l l y   t h e y   h a d  

h i m   e x e c u t e d   i n   a n   a t t e m p t   t o   s i l e n c e   h i m . 




Evil Did Not Triumph 

A f t e r   t h e   e n e m i e s   o f   J e s u s   h a d   h i m   n a i l e d   t o   a  

c r o s s   a n d   h e   d i e d ,   t h a t   s e e m e d   t o   b e   t h e   e n d   o f  

h i m   a n d   a l l   t h a t   h e   stood f o r .   H a t e   a n d   b r u t e   f o r c e  

h a d   t r i u m p h e d   o v e r   l o v e .   F a l s e h o o d   h a d   w o n   o u t  

o v e r   t r u t h .   E v i l   h a d   b e e n   v i c t o r i o u s   o v e r  

r i g h t e o u s n e s s .   A l l   t h a t   w a s   c r u e l ,   d a r k ,   a n d   u g l y  

h a d   o v e r c o m e   a l l   t h a t   w a s   b e a u t i f u l ,   g o o d ,   a n d  

h o l y .   H a d   J e s u s   s t a y e d   i n   t h e   g r a v e   i t   w o u l d   h a v e  

b e e n   s o .   H e   w a s   r a i s e d   f r o m   t h e   d e a d   t h r e e   d a y s  

a f t e r   h e   d i e d   s i g n i f y i n g   t h a t   h e   a n d   a l l   t h a t   h e  

s t o o d   f o r   w o u l d   l i v e   o n   i n   t r i u m p h .   G o d   r a i s e d   h i m  

f r o m   t h e   d e a d   t o   g u a r a n t e e   t h a t   n o   m a t t e r   h o w  

l o n g   t h e   s t r u g g l e   o r   h o w   p a i n f u l   t h e   w o u n d s , 

r i g h t e o u s n e s s   w o u l d   e v e n t u a l l y   t r i u m p h ,   t r u t h  

w o u l d   w i n   o u t ,   a n d   l o v e   w o u l d   b e   t h e   u l t i m a t e  

v i c t o r   h o w e v e r   i t   m i g h t   s e e m   t o   t h e   c o n t r a r y . 


 Jesus Our Contemporary 

T h e   r e s u r r e c t i o n   o f   J e s u s   f r o m   t h e   d e a d   a s s u r e s  

u s   t h a t   h e   i s   n o t   m e r e l y   y e s t e r d a y ' s   h e r o   o r  

h i s t o r y ' s   h i g h   p o i n t .   H e   i s   n o t   l o s t   i n   t h e   p a s t,   h e ' s  

n e v e r   o u t   o f   d a t e ,   a n d   h e ' s   n e v e r   o u t m o d e d ;   h e   i s  

o u r   c o n t e m p o r a r y .   H e   i s   o f   o u r   a g e   a n d   o u r   t i m e . 

B e c a u s e   h e   i s   a l i v e   f o r e v e r   a n d   l i v e s   i n   o u r   d a y  

a n d   t i m e ;   w e   c a n   w a l k   w i t h   h i m   i n   f e l l o w s h i p , 

l i s t e n   t o   h i s   c o u n s e l   w i t h   a s s u r a n c e   t h a t   h i s   w o r d s  

a r e   w o r d s   o f   t r u t h ,   k n e e l   i n   h i s   p r e s e n c e   i n  
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w o r s h i p ,   c o n f e s s i o n ,   a n d   p r a y e r ,   a n d   m e e t   l i f e  

w i t h   t h e   e n c o u r a g e m e n t   a n d   s t r e n g t h   h e   g i v e s . 

B e c o m i n g   d i s c i p l e s   o f   t h e   r e s u r r e c t e d ,   l i v i n g  

J e s u s   w i l l   n o t   l e a d   u s   t o   p e r p e t u a t e   a   m e m o r y  b u t  

i n t o   a   l i f e   o f   f e l l o w s h i p   w i t h   a   l i v i n g   P e r s o n   f r o m  

w h o m   w e   c a n   o b t a i n   f o r g i v e n e s s   a n d   p e a c e   w i t h  

G o d ,   d e l i v e r e n c e   f r o m   e m p t i n e s s   a n d   f u t i l i t y   o f  

l i f e ,   a n d   f r e e d o m   f r o m   w h a t e v e r   e n s l a v e s   u s . 

B e c o m i n g   h i s   d i s c i p l e   w i l l   p r o d u c e   f a i t h   i n   u s   t h a t  

w i l l   e n a b l e   u s   t o   s e e   t h e   s t o r m s   a n d   tr i a l s   o f   l i f e  

a s   b l e s s i n g s   r a t h e r   t h a n   a   c u r s e .   I t   w i l l   g i v e   u s   t h e  

a b i l i t y   t o   s t a n d   a t   d e a t h ' s   d o o r   a n d   c r y   o u t ,   " 0  

d e a t h ,   w h e r e   i s   y o u r   v i c t o r y ?   0   d e a t h ,   w h e r e   i s  

y o u r   s t i n g ? " 


His Work Continues 

B e c a u s e   J e s u s   w a s   r a i s e d   f r o m   t h e   d e a d   a n d   i s  

a l i v e ,   t h e r e   i s   u n i n t e r r u p t e d   c o n t i n u i t y   i n   h i s   w o r k  

i n   t h i s   w o r l d .   H i s   w o r d s ,   ' I t   i s   f i n i s h e d , "   u t t e r e d  

o n   t h e   c r o s s ,   s i g n a l e d   t h e   c o m p l e t i o n   o f   o n l y   t h e  

f i r s t   c h a p t e r   o f   h i s   g r e a t   s t o r y   -   t h e   r e d e m p t i o n  

s t o r y .     A s   L u k e   p u t   i t ,   w h a t   " J e s u s   began  t o   d o   a n d  

t e a c h   u n t i l   t h e   d a y   h e   w a s   t a k e n   u p   t o   h e a v e n . " 1  

H e   h a s   n o w   b e g u n   t h e   s e c o n d   g r e a t   c h a p t e r   -   i t ' s  

a l l   a b o u t   w h a t   h e   w i l l   c o n t i n u e   t o   d o . 

W h i l e   i n   t h i s   w o r l d   i n   a   h u m a n   b o d y   t h e   w o r k   o f  

J e s u s   w a s   l i m i t e d .   No w   t h a t   h e   i s   r e s u r r e c t e d   a n d  

h a s   a s c e n d e d   t o   t h e   r i g h t   h a n d   o f   G o d ,   h e   h a s  

r e t u r n e d   a s   S p i r i t   a n d   has  t a k e n   u p   r e s i d e n c e   i n  

t h e   l i v e s   o f   t h e   m e m b e r s ,   o f   h i s   c h u r c h .   H i s   c h u r c h  

h a s   b e c o m e   h i s   n e w   e a r t h l y   b o d y . 3   W i t h   t h i s   body 

h i s   w o r k   h a s   e n l a r g e d   t o   i m m e n s e   p r o p o r t i o n s .   T o  

c o m p a r e   t h e   w o r k   h e   d i d   w h i l e   h e r e   b o d i l y   w i t h  

w h a t   h e   n o w   d o e s   t h r o u g h   h i s   c h u r c h   w o u l d   b e  

l i k e   c o m p a r i n g   a   s t a g e   p l a y   w i t h   a   n e t w o r k  

t e l e v i s i o n   p r o d u c t i o n .   T h e   w h o l e   w o r l d   h a s   n o w  

b e c o m e   h i s   f i e l d   o f   w o r k   a n d   h i s t o r y   h a s   b e c o m e  

h i s   w o r k   d a y . 

T h e   r e s u r r e c t i o n   m e a n s   t h a t   J e s u s   i s   a t   w o r k   i n  

a   w o n d e r f u l   n e w   w a y   c o n t i n u i n g   t o   d o   w h a t   h e   d i d  

w h e n   h e   w a s   h e r e   i n   p e r s o n .   M o r e   t h a n   e v e r   t h e  

" g o o d   n e w s "   i s   b e i n g   p r e a c h e d   t o   t h e   p o o r , 

f r e e d o m   i s   b e i n g   p r o c l a i m e d   t o   t h e   i m p r i s o n e d , 

t h e   b l i n d   a r e   r e c o v e r i n g   t h e i r   s i g h t ,   t h e   o p p r e s s e d  

a r e   f i n d i n g   r e l e a s e ,   a n d   g r a c e   i s   b e i n g   f r e e l y  

o f f e r e d   t o   t h e   u n d e s e r v i n g . 4  



The Best Is Yet To Come 

T h e   r e s u r r e c t i o n   a s s u r e s   u s   t h a t   t h i s   i s   n o t   a l l  

t h e r e   i s   t o   l i f e ;   t h e   best  i s   y e t   t o   c o m e . 

P e g g y   L e e ,   t h e   t o r c h   s i n g e r   o f   p a s t   f a m e ,   u s e d  

t o   s i n g   a   s o n g   t h a t   w a s   a   s a t i r e   o n   t h e  

d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s   t h a t   f o l l o w   e v e n   t h e   g r e a t  

e x p e r i e n c e s   o f   l i f e   i n   t h i s   w o r l d .   S h e   s a n g   o f   t h e  

d i s a p p o i n t m e n t   o f   g o i n g   t o   a   c i r c u s   a s   a   c h i l d . 

T h e n   s h e   s a n g   o f   o t h e r   l e t   d o w n s   f o l l o w i n g   s e v e r a l  

o t h e r   h i g h l i g h t   e x p e r i e n c e s .   F i n a l l y   s h e   s a n g   o f  

h e r   d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t   w i t h   m a r r i a g e . 

A f t e r   r e l a t i n g   e a c h   e x p e r i e n c e   s h e   w o u l d   a s k , 

" I s   t h a t   a l l   t h e r e   i s ? "   T h e n   s h e   w o u l d   b r e a k   i n t o  

t h e   c h o r u s   s i n g i n g ,   " I f   t h a t ' s   a l l   t h e r e   i s   m y  

f r i e n d s ,   t h e n   l e t ' s   k e e p   d a n c i n g ,   l e t ' s   b r e a k   o u t  

t h e   b o o z e   a n d   h a v e   a   b a l l ,   i f   t h a t ' s   a l l ,   t h e r e   i s . " 

T h e   s o n g   s a d l y   e n d e d   w i t h   l i f e   p o i n t i n g   t o   a n  

i n e v i t a b l e   s u i c i d e   b u t   s h e   c o u l d n ' t   t a k e   h e r   l i f e  

b e c a u s e   t h a t   w o u l d   l e a d   t o   t h e   u l t i m a t e  

d i s a p p o i n t m e n t . 

T h e   r e s u r r e c t i o n   o f   J e s u s   a s s u r e s   u s   t h a t   t h i s  

l i f e   i s   not  a l l   t h e r e   i s .   T h i s   i s   o n l y   t h e   b e g i n n i n g . 

T h e   b e s t   i s   y e t   t o   c o m e !   F o r   t h o s e   w h o   c o m e   t o  

f a i t h   i n   J e s u s ,   t h i s   l i f e   i s   o n l y   t h e   a n t e c h a m b e r   t o  

e t e r n i t y .   C e r t a i n l y ,   d e a t h   i s   a h e a d ,   b u t   i t   i s   o n l y  

t h e   d o o r w a y   i n t o   e t e r n i t y   w i t h   J e s u s   w h e r e   w e   w i l l  

b e   f o r e v e r   w i t h   G o d   i n   a   g l o r i o u s   s t a t e   o f  

p e r f e c t i o n   i n   o u r s e l v e s   a n d   i n   o u r   s u r r o u n d i n g s . 

T h e   w o n d e r   o f   J e s u s   i s   t h a t   h e   c a m e   a n d   m a d e  

s u c h   w o n d e r f u l   p r o v i s i o n   f o r   u s   i n   both  t i m e   a n d  

e t e r n i t y .   I t   i s   a l l   o u r s   w h e n   w e   r e c e i v e   h i m   a s   L o r d  

a n d   S a v i o r .   I f   y o u   h a v e n ' t   r e c e i v e d   h i m,   w i l l   y o u    

d o   i t   t o d a y ?   " T h i s   i s   t h e   t e s t i m o n y :   G o d   h a s   g i v e n  

u s   e t e r n a l   l i f e ,   a n d   t h i s   l i f e   i s   i n   h i s   S o n .   H e   w h o  

h a s   t h e   S o n   h a s   l i f e ,   h e   w h o   d o e s   n o t   h a v e   t h e   S o n  

o f   G o d   d o e s   n o t   h a v e   l i f e . " 5    

H e r e   i s   t h e   r e s p o n s e   G o d   c a l l s   f o r   i n  

r e c e i v i n g   J e s u s :   " i f   y o u   c o n f e s s   w i t h   y o u r   m o u t h , 

' J e s u s   i s   L o r d , '   a n d   b e l i e v e   i n   y o u r   h e a r t   t h a t   G o d  

r a i s e d   h i m   f r o m   t h e   d e a d ,   y o u   w i l l   b e   s a v e d .   F o r   i t  

i s   w i t h   y o u r   h e a r t   t h a t   y o u   b e l i e v e   a n d   a r e  

j u s t i f i e d ,   a n d   i t   i s   w i t h   y o u r   m o u t h   t h a t   y o u  

c o n f e s s   a n d   a r e   s a v e d . "6     " R e p e n t   a n d   b e  

b a p t i z e d ,   e v e r y   o n e   o f   y o u ,   i n   t h e   n a m e   o f   J e s u s  

C h r i s t   s o   t h a t   y o u r   s i n s   m a v   b e   f o r g i v e n .   A n d   y o u  

w i l l   r e c e i v e   t h e   g i f t   o f   t h e   H o l y   S p i r i t . "7  
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LIVING IN THE LIGHT 

WHILE PASSING THROUGH THIS DARKNESS 


By John Hendee 

THIS SERIES OF BOOKS IS DESIGNED TO HELP THOSE WHO HAVE 

CHOSEN THE LIGHT (JESUS) AND HAVE CHOSEN TO WALK IN THE 

LIGHT  (JESUS).    IT  MIGHT  BE  A  JOURNEY  OF  DECADES  OR  DAYS, 

DEPENDING  ON  HOW  LONG  WE  LIVE  AFTER  BECOMING  A 

DISCIPLE  OF  JESUS.    IT  CAN  BE  A  JOURNEY  MIXED  WITH  GREAT 

JOY AND GREAT SUFFERING.  If we are in the Light, we know that 

this  present  darkness  is  passing.    We  won’t  be  here  forever, 

thanks  to  God.    We  are  not  alone.    We  wil   be  with  Jesus,  the 

Eternal Life, soon.  Stay in the light. 

CELEBRATING IN THE LIGHT VS. SUFFERING IN THE DARKNESS 

We are talking about either Light or darkness, not shades of gray. 

It is one extreme or the other.  Which one it is for each of us wil  

depend on the choice each of us makes. 

It is our call, our decision, our choice. 

The world is described as the “dominion of darkness” in the Bible. 

This dark world has its gods. 

 Psalm 82:5 

 5 The ‘gods’ know nothing, they understand nothing.  

     They walk about in darkness;  

     al  the foundations of the earth are shaken.  

   The god of this age has blinded people  

 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that 

 they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of 

 Christ, who is the image of God.    

 2  Corinthians  4:4   They  are  darkened  in  their  understanding  and 

 separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in 

 them due to the hardening of their hearts.  Ephesians 4:1 

This  “blinding  of  the  minds”  results  in  spiritual  blindness  and 

darkness.    That  leads  to  turning  off  our  brain  to  the  truth.    We 

become  hardened,  closed,  and  cold  to  God.    We  cut  off  the 

messages coming from God. 

Our receptors only respond to promptings and messages from the 

”god of this world.”  We become his slaves, living (and dying) to 

carry  out  his  wil . The  “god  of  this  age”  doesn’t  want  to  lose 

anyone  he  is  holding  captive.    He  will  fight    to  keep  you.    He 

doesn’t want to go down alone!  

Light or darkness?  It is our choice. 

What draws us to the darkness to start with?  It is pretty simple. 

 For everything in the world, the 

 lust of the flesh,  the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes 

 not from the Father but from the world.  1 John 2:16 

It is our love for or lust for what is attractive and  desirable, but in 

the  end  destructive.    While  we  lust  for  these  il icit,  damaging 

things, they lead us down the path into darkness. 

Esau had this problem.   In Genesis 25:29-34 we read that he had 

to  have  something.    He  couldn’t  wait.    He  wanted  it  and  he 

wanted it now. He sold his birthright to get it.  You could say he 

sold his soul for something he had to have that satisfied his short-

term wishes, but that was damaging to him in the long run.  He 

couldn’t wait.  “Hey, it’s just a bowl of soup.” But it was a bowl 

with deep implications.  It was dark soup.  “Just once,” I’m sure he 

thought.  “What can it hurt?”  But he crossed a line in his head 

and heart that changed everything for his future.  He had to have 

it.  He couldn’t live without it. It would be more accurate to say he 

didn’t want to live without it.  It says he despised his birthright. 

He took what he had been promised as the oldest son for granted. 

He  didn’t  appreciate  or  value  it  and  what  it  meant.    He  valued 

something in the moment and was wil ing to trade what he was 

promised for the long haul in order to have something NOW.   His 

choice  took  him  into  the  realm  of  darkness  where  there  was 

weeping, pleading, and gnashing of teeth afterwards.   It seemed 

so innocent, so unimportant at the time.  How wrong he was. 

Isaiah gives an interesting description of those living in darkness. 

  

 Isaiah 5:20 

 Woe to those who cal  evil good 

     and good evil,  

 who put darkness for light 

     and light for darkness,  

 who put bitter for sweet 

     and sweet for bitter.  

We,  too,  can  cross  into  the  realm  of  darkness  when  we  try  and 

take what is bad, damaging, destructive, evil, and  bitter and say it 
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is good, sweet, right, and OK. 

  But if your eyes are unhealthy, your whole body will be full of 

 darkness.  If  then  the  light  within  you  is  darkness,  how  great  is 

 that darkness!    Matthew 6:23 

What Jesus is saying is that if we live in the darkness where we are 

trying  to  justify  what  is  really  evil,  then  we  have  passed  into 

darkness,  the  zone  where  it  is  REALLY  DARK.    We  are  in  the 

deepest of pits. 

To live in darkness or light is a personal, individual choice that 


every living person must make. 

Most  think  they  can  venture  into  the  darkness,  frolic  in  its 

delights, and get out of there without being hurt.  It is sort of like 

“What happens in Vegas stays in Vegas.”  The problem with that 

saying is that it is a lie.  Proverbs speaks of that.  There is a way 

that seems right to man, but ends in darkness and death. 

Sorry, but you take it home with you. 

Now the interesting truth is that we all start in the darkness.  We 

are all in the same boat, and its name is Darkness. 

More than a boat, it is a death cruise.  It is a cursed ship.  We are 

doomed if we stay on board. 

But help has come.  A rescuer has come.  There is a life boat. 

The LIGHT has come. 

  The people living in darkness 

     have seen a great light; 

 on those living in the land of the shadow of death 

     a light has dawned.” Matthew 4:16 

  

  For  God,  who  said,  “Let  light  shine  out  of  darkness,”  made  his 

 light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of 

 God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.  2 Corinthians 4:6 

God has a plan as to how to free us and rescue all of us who are 

slaves  and  prisoners  in  the  darkness.    He  sent  LIGHT  to  shine  in 

our hearts.  That LIGHT is the only thing that can guide us or lead 

us out of the darkness.  It can save us and change our hard heart. 

When we see Jesus and what he has done to rescue us, how great 

his love is, what a huge price He had to pay to free us, our hearts 

wil  soften and we can be released from the darkness. 

We  can  get  off  this  condemned,  cursed  ship.    It  is  our  choice. 

Some prefer staying on the death cruise.  What a terrible choice. 

It might look like it now, but it IS NOT a party cruise.  Its end wil  

be more horrible than that of the Titanic. 

The  light  came,  the  life  boat  came,  but  people  loved  the  boat 

named darkness. 

 This  is  the  verdict:  Light has  come  into  the  world,  but  people 

 loved  darkness  instead  of  light  because  their  deeds  were  evil. 

 John 3:19  

  When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of 

 the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but 

 will have the light of life.” John 8:12   

Al have a decision to make.  Do we want to live in the Light or the 

darkness? 

In making that decision, we need to know that the darkness IS 


passing. 

  Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in him and 

 in  you,  because  the  darkness  is  passing and  the  true  light is 

 already shining. 1 John 2:8   

 Being surrounded by darkness is temporary for those who choose 

the  Light. It  is  permanent  for  those  who  chose  the 

darkness, as in never ending. For them it will never end. 

Matthew  8:12,  22:13,  25:30  describes  the  destiny  of 

those  who  choose  the  darkness in  this  life.    Eternity,  or 

hell, will be an extension of what they choose in this life, 

darkness.  It says they will be in OUTER darkness, where 

there  will  be  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth  as  they 

realize what a bad choice they made.  Do you know what 

it feels like to know you blew it, you missed it, that you 

passed up the best for a poor choice?  This is that feeling 

on steroids, for eternity.  This is serious stuff. 

Paul says we Christians were once darkness. 

 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. 

 Live as children of light. Ephesians 5:8     

 Jesus came  to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to 
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 light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  to  God,  so  that  they  may 

 receive  forgiveness  of  sins and  a  place  among  those  who  are 

 sanctified by faith in me.  Acts 26:18 

 Jesus came 79 to shine on those living in darkness 

     and in the shadow of death,  

 to guide our feet into the path of peace.  Luke 1:79 

The Light is shining so those living in darkness can escape. 

He wil  guide us out of the realm of darkness into a new life for 

eternity.   

 35 Then  Jesus  told  them,  “You  are  going  to  have  the  light  just  a 

 little while longer. Walk while you have the light, before darkness 

 overtakes  you.  Whoever  walks  in  the  dark  does  not  know  where 

 they are going.  36 Believe in the light while you have the light, so 

 that you may become children of light.”  John 12:35,36 

  46 I  have  come  into  the  world  as  a  light,  so  that  no  one  who 

 believes in me should stay in darkness.  John 12:46 

It is our choice to be children of Light or children of darkness.  We 

don’t have to stay in the darkness. 

When we choose the Light, we are forgiven, justified, exonerated, 

freed,  cleansed,  fil ed,  and  liberated.    We  are  made  right  with 

God.    It  is  a  free  gift  with  free  passage  out  of  darkness  into  the 

Light.  Living in the Light is so incredibly rewarding, fulfil ing, and 

enriching.  It is what we were created for.  We were created to 

live IN RELATIONSHIP with our heavenly Father, in the Light.  We 

weren’t created to live in darkness. 

It’s our choice. But it is a choice with consequences. 

Now even though the darkness is passing, those of us who have 

chosen to live in the LIGHT have to spend our years of life here on 

earth surrounded by darkness and those choosing to live in it. 

It is not an easy journey! 

It wasn’t for Jesus.  It won’t be for us.  Once we choose the LIGHT, 

we wil  stil  face challenges in life and very likely wil  experience 

suffering, persecution, unexplainable situations, and events.  We 

wil   suffer  losses,  hurts,  etc.    Be  strong.    We  aren’t  alone.    The 

darkness is passing.  It wil  end. 

We have been called from the darkness. 

  But  you  are  a  chosen  people, a  royal  priesthood, a  holy 

 nation, God’s  special  possession, that  you  may  declare  the 

 praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful 

 light.1 Peter 2:9 

   We heard the CALL, and bailed out of or off of the ship of death. 

We are in Jesus. 

We need to understand that we wil live with a new TENSION the 

rest  of  our  life  here  on  earth.    Don’t  be  confused  by  that.    It  is 

normal.  It is a result of the choice we made and we wil  need to 

continue making or renewing it every day. 

 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you wil  not gratify the desires of 

 the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and 

 the  Spirit  what  is  contrary  to  the  flesh.  They  are  in  conflict  with 

 each other,  Galatians 5:16,17  

That tension is caused by HAVING TO CHOOSE between living in 

light or darkness every hour of every day for the rest of our life. 

While we changed ships, we chose Jesus, we are children of Light 

with  all  the  benefits  of  that  we  wil   need  to  continue  to  decide 

and choose to be faithful to Jesus every day.  The darkness (the 

dark side) wil  stil  be calling us to return.  Satan wants us back. 

He wil  pul  out the big guns.  He is ticked off with our decision. 

We have to continue to choose between Jesus and the light or the 

way  of  darkness  or  Satan.    The  god  of  this  world  is  prowling 

around seeking for someone to deceive. The new tension is not a 

bad thing.  It can strengthen us and build us up. 

I ran across a picture some years ago.  I don’t know where it came 

from. 

Jesus and Satan are arm wrestling. 

What do you think they are arm wrestling over? 

For me, as I interpret it, they are wrestling over you, over me. 

We know Jesus wil  win in the end of time.  Satan wil  be defeated. 

Satan can’t and won’t win. 

Who wil  win in our life now? What determines who wil  win and 

who wil  be the most powerful of the two in our life? 

It is the one we choose.  We give the power in and over our life to 

the one we choose to obey and trust. 

Choose to live in darkness and Satan wins but you lose. 

Choose to live in the Light and Jesus wins, and you win too. 

It is up to us. 

Satan doesn’t give up easily.  Certainly Jesus doesn’t.  They both 
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want  us  with  them  for  eternity.    Satan  doesn’t  want  to  suffer 

alone.  Jesus doesn’t want to celebrate alone. 

The daily choice we have to make is between going after the false 

promises Satan offers us or the WAY Jesus offers.  This choice puts 

us in a battle.  Both Satan and Jesus are persuasive.   Al  of Satan’s 

promises are poison fil ed candies.  They end in death. 

Jesus’ promises give life. 

In the New Testament this conflict is described as being between 

the old man and the new man; the flesh and the spirit; the light 

and darkness. Take your pick. It is the same thing. 

We need to stay in the light, close to Jesus.  What draws us to and 

keeps us in Jesus?  It’s love.  We love because He loved us first. 

 I John 4:19   

He proved His love for us.  John 3:16 

Yet we are vulnerable.   Just as married people are vulnerable to 

infidelity, so are we with our relationship with Jesus.   Paul warns 

us to be alert, to be sincere and pure in our allegiance to Jesus. 

 But  I  am  afraid  that  just  as  Eve  was deceived by  the  serpent’s 

 cunning,  your  minds  may  somehow  be  led  astray  from  your 

 sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 2 Corinthians 11:3 

It is a war. 

  Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from 

 sinful desires, which wage war against your soul. 1 Peter 2:11   

 We are told to arm ourselves. 

 Final y, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.11 Put on the 

 ful   armor  of  God, so  that  you  can  take  your  stand  against  the 

 devil’s  schemes. 12 For  our  struggle  is  not  against  flesh  and 

 blood, but  against  the  rulers,  against  the  authorities, against  the 

 powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in 

 the heavenly realms.13 Therefore put on the ful  armor of God, so 

 that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your 

 ground,  and  after  you  have  done  everything,  to  stand. 14 Stand 

 firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with 

 the  breastplate  of  righteousness  in  place, 15 and  with  your  feet 

 fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In 

 addition to al  this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can 

 extinguish  al   the  flaming  arrows  of  the  evil  one. 17 Take  the 

 helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 

 of God.  Ephesians 6:10-16 

But in this battle we can be victorious in Jesus. 

 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 

 who loved us. Romans 8:37   

I remember the great basketball coach Mike Krzyzewski saying of 

basketball, “This is a mind game.”  The same can be said of living 

in the world, choosing between darkness and Light.  It is a mind 

game better referred to as a war. 

 Above al  else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from 

 it. Proverbs 4:23 

What we give our heart to, is what wil control us and our thinking 

and decisions. 

 Therefore,  I  urge  you, brothers  and  sisters,  in  view  of  God’s 

 mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing 

 to  God—this  is  your  true  and  proper  worship.  2 Do  not 

 conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 

 renewing  of  your  mind. Then  you  will  be  able  to  test  and 

 approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

 Romans 12:1,2   

We need to think differently. We need to see things from God’s 

perspectives, and truth, not Satan’s. 

We were darkness but now are light in the Lord. 

  For you were once darkness but now you are light in the Lord. 

 Live as children of light. Ephesians 5:8 

We are to shine in a wayward and crooked generation. 

“so  that  you  may  become  blameless and  pure,  children  of 

 God without fault in a warped and crooked generation. Then you 

 will shine among them like stars in the sky. Philippians 2:15   

We are to help those stil trapped in the darkness just as someone 

helped us.  We are to try and rescue those trapped in the vil ages 

of deceit.  We are to risk ourselves, to go and pil age those vil ages 

of the captives living there. 

 Rescue those being led away to death;  

     hold back those staggering toward slaughter.  

 12 If you say, “But we knew nothing about this,”  

     does not he who weighs the heart perceive it?  

 Proverbs 24:11,12 

We are light; let our light shine. 

  You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be 

 hidden.  Matthew 5:14 
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 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside 

 the  deeds  of  darkness and  put  on  the  armor of  light.   Romans 

 13:12 

 Once  you  were  not  a  people,  but  now  you  are  the  people  of 

 God; once  you  had  not  received  mercy,  but  now  you  have 

 received  mercy.  11 Dear  friends, I  urge  you,  as  foreigners  and 

 exiles, to  abstain  from  sinful  desires, which  wage  war  against 

 your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though 

 they  accuse  you  of  doing  wrong,  they  may  see  your  good 

 deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. I Peter 2:10-12  

  

Have nothing to do with deeds of darkness. 

Live to honor and please Jesus. 

Venture out to rescue those in the darkness. 

Be faithful til  death. 
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